
 
 

2020 Election Report 
 
Key Outcomes: 

• Democrats Capture White House 

• Republicans Likely Control U.S. Senate, Contingent on Two January Runoff Elections 

• Democrats Maintain U.S. House Control with Slimmer Margin 

• Few Changes to Governorships 

• State Drug Legalization Advances 
 
U.S. President 
 
As of this morning, former Vice President Joe Biden is projected to have captured the White House for 
the Democrats, capturing a projected 290 Electoral Votes to President Donald Trump’s 214. President 
Trump has not yet conceded the election and we expect recounts to continue. 
 
If Biden becomes President-Elect, he will formally nominate Cabinet members, including the Secretary of 
Transportation, after taking office in January. A new administration would also be expected to fill the 
many appointee positions at U.S. DOT and NHTSA, including NHTSA Administrator, next year. Highway 
safety may receive special attention; President-Elect Biden’s first wife and 13-month-old daughter were 
killed in a car crash in 1972. 
 
U.S. Congress 
 
The Democrats are expected to have retained control of the U.S. House. Currently, Republicans and 
Democrats are tied 48 – 48 in Senate seats. Undecided races in Alaska and North Carolina have not been 
called but are leaning Republican. The remaining two seats, both for Georgia, were so sufficiently close 
that state law mandates they be decided in a January 5 run-off election. These races will not only 
determine Georgia’s Senate delegation but also literally determine party control of the entire chamber, 
which will either be a slim Republican majority or a 50-50 tie. 
 
The makeup of the 117th Congress (2021-2022), reflecting races decided so far, is currently projected to 
be:  
 

 U.S. Senate U.S. House 

Republicans 48 196 
Democrats 48 215 
Undecided 4 24 

Total 100 435 
 



Note that in the House, Democrats now also have a slimmer majority, which narrows the margins for 
any Democrats who defect to vote outside party lines.  
 
With party control established, each chamber’s partisan caucuses will select new chamber leadership 
and will then select new committee chairs. 
 
In the U.S. Senate, the Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation has jurisdiction over 
NHTSA’s highway traffic safety grant programs. Under Republican control, the current leadership is 
expected to continue, with Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS) as chair and Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) as 
ranking member. In addition, Senators Deb Fischer (R-NE) and Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) will remain as 
chair and ranking member, respectively, of the Transportation and Safety Subcommittee. The current 
committee roster has lost two members due to a retirement and an electoral defeat.  
 
In the U.S. House, the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee has jurisdiction over NHTSA’s 
highway traffic safety grant programs. Chairman Peter DeFazio (D-OR) and Ranking Member Sam Graves 
(R-MO) are expected to continue to preside. For the Highways and Transit Subcommittee, Chair Eleanor 
Holmes Norton (D-DC) and ranking member Rodney Davis (R-IL) are expected to continue in their roles. 
The large committee has so far lost only five members due to retirements and electoral defeats.  
 
The Moving Forward Act, passed by the House last summer, is expected to continue to stand as the 
House’s reauthorization proposal. The U.S. Senate will likely take up reauthorization and produce its 
own full proposal in the coming year.  
 
All election outcomes seem set to result in a divided government with thin margins that will almost 
certainly slow or frustrate ambitious plans for significant federal legislation. Republican control of the 
Senate would also complicate the appointment of political leadership in the coming Democratic 
Administration’s U.S. DOT and NHTSA. 
 
Over the coming months, as new leadership and committee membership crystalizes, GHSA will continue 
to provide updates on how the 117th Congress is approaching highway safety and the behavioral safety 
grant programs.  
 
Governors 
 
Republicans have maintained their control of the majority of gubernatorial seats and are projected to 
enter 2019 with 27 overall. The GOP managed to maintain a number of incumbents and gained one 
gubernatorial seat. In contrast, the Democrats lost one open seat, resulting in 23 states that will have 
Democratic governors next year. 
 
Of the 11 gubernatorial elections this year, only two - Governor-elect Greg Gianforte in Montana and 
Governor-elect Spencer Cox in Utah - will bring new gubernatorial administrations, which can often 
mean the appointment of new Governor’s Representatives for Highway Safety.  
 
Drug Legalization 
 
Voters in seven states and D.C. have approved ballot measures to liberalize drug laws, underscoring the 
ongoing need to invest in countermeasures to prevent drug-impaired driving. Four states, Arizona, 
Montana, New Jersey and South Dakota, have legalized marijuana for recreational purposes. Two states, 
Mississippi and South Dakota legalized medical marijuana. Oregon legalized the use of psilocybin and 



generally decriminalized the use and possession of all illegal drugs, including cocaine and heroin. Finally, 
Washington, D.C. decriminalized the use of a range of psychedelic plants and fungi.  
 
 

 
 


