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Story continues on page 2

Annual Meeting speakers 
Georgia Governor  
Nathan Deal and  
pioneering aviator  
Col. Nicole Malachowski

GETTING TO ZERO TRAFFIC DEATHS IS GOING TO 
take a team effort. GHSA’s upcoming Annual Meet-
ing, August 25-29, 2018 in Atlanta, will hone in on how 
State Highway Safety Offices are already working 
with a number of partners – both traditional and non-
traditional – to advance traffic safety, and provide food 
for thought about what more can be done. 
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The Association is plan-
ning a fantastic program, 
packed with expert 
speakers and thought-
provoking content, 
designed to ignite ideas 
and inspire action. 

Georgia Governor Nathan 
Deal will share why he 
has made highway safety 

a personal priority and 
how leadership at the top 
levels of state govern-
ment can inspire collabo-
ration at the local levels. 
And Nicole Malachowski 
(USAF, Ret.) will motivate 
attendees with lessons 
from her own experienc-
es during her amazing 
Air Force career. GHSA 

www.ghsa.org
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NEW: 
GHSA’s Online 
JOB BOARD

GHSA’s new Highway 
Safety Careers job board 
features listings from 
its State Highway Safety 
Office Members, Associate 
Members, and federal 
partners. View and submit 
openings at ghsa.org/
resources/safety-careers.

GHSA also welcomes seven new Associate Members into the fold: 

 
We look forward to working with you all!

GHSA 
Welcomes 
New 
Members 

A list of all GHSA Associate Members and information on how to join is available  
at ghsa.org/about/associate-members. 

will honor highway safety’s best 
and brightest during the High-
way Safety Awards Luncheon on 
Tuesday, August 28.

New this year, each breakout 
workshop time slot will have at 
least one session with a focus on 
law enforcement. From road-
side drug testing to the impact 
of autonomous vehicles, law 
enforcement professionals will 
have plenty of content to keep 
them engaged.

Join Forces  
with GHSA!

●● Chris Cochran Communications

●● Bob Dallas

●● Kaufman Law, P.C.

●● Lavent Law

●● Law Office of John Rapillo

●● North America Traffic Inc.; and 

●● LexisNexis Coplogic Solutions 

Have a position to fill 
at your organization? 

Know someone looking 
for a new opportunity in 
highway safety? 

Changes are afoot for highway safety office 
leadership positions across the country. Adam 
Gabany is the interim point of contact for high-
way safety for the Illinois DOT. With the retire-
ment of Tom Gianni in Maryland, Deputy Chief 
Kelly Melhem has taken charge of the highway 
safety in the meantime. Similarly, Missouri 

Highway Safety Program Administrator Scott 
Jones has stepped in as lead contact after Bill 
Whitfield’s recent retirement. And the Virgin 
Islands has a whole new leadership team: Keya 
Canaii is now the Governor’s Representative, 
as Theodora Philip takes the reins as highway 
safety office director.

The early-bird registration 
discount has been extended to 
Friday, July 20. Pay your reg-
istration fee on or before this 
date and save! Between July 
21 and August 10, prices go up 
by $50. After August 10, prices 
increase by another $25, and 
payment must be processed 
on-site in Atlanta. 

Visit www.ghsa.org/ghsa2018 
for the Annual Meeting pro-
gram, registration information, 
hotel and travel logistics, and 
all the latest details. 

The early-bird registration discount has been 
extended to Friday, July 20. Pay your registration 
fee on or before this date and save! Between 
July 21 and August 10, prices go up by $50.

www.ghsa.org
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/safety-careers
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/safety-careers
http://ghsa.org/about/associate-members
http://www.ghsa.org/ghsa2018
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Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

THE LAST FEW MONTHS HAVE 
been productive ones for GHSA. 
From new publications and 
programs, to ongoing federal and 
regulatory efforts, the Association 
continues to serve as the voice 
of highway safety on Capitol Hill, 
with the media and through our 
many partnerships. 

On April 19, NHTSA launched the 
Grants Management Solutions 
Suite (GMSS), an electronic plat-
form for states to submit annual 
grant applications and manage 
grant finances and a major shift in 
the way states and NHTSA man-
age the grant process. Unfortu-
nately, GMSS has experienced 
a number of problems. GHSA is 
working closely with NHTSA on 
these issues. 

Meanwhile, in April we pub-
lished A Guide for Effectively 
Partnering with State Highway 
Safety Offices. By explaining 
how SHSOs operate, providing 
examples of partnership opportu-
nities, and including a checklist for 
partners, this guidebook is both a 
handy desk reference for potential 
partners and a great refresher for 
those already working with the 
states. May was bookended by 
two other releases: our annual 
motorcyclist fatality projection 
and a deep dive into the impact of 
marijuana and opioids on driv-
ing. You’ll find all of these on our 
Publications page. 

Our drug-impaired driving report 
was spotlighted in a Congres-
sional Hearing recently. Respon-
sibility.org’s Erin Holmes testified 
before the House Energy and 

GHSA has 
been active 

with new 
publications, 

grants and 
advocacy.

Commerce Committee’s Subcom-
mittee on Digital Commerce and 
Consumer Protection, outlining 
recommendations from the report. 

In program news, we announced 
which states received our latest 
round of drowsy driving and 
drug-impaired driving grant 
funding, provided in partnership 
with The National Road Safety 
Foundation, Inc. and the Foun-
dation for Advancing Alcohol 
Responsibility, respectively. See 
story on page 6. Our Ford Driving 
Skills for Life teen driver safety 
grants will be publicized soon, so 
stay tuned.

In the meantime, we continue 
to flesh out the program for our 
upcoming Annual Meeting in 
Atlanta, August 25-29. Check 
out our cover story for the very 
latest. Looking beyond the An-
nual Meeting, GHSA will offer 
an Executive Seminar for SHSO 

leaders October 22-24 in Port-
land, Oregon. Registration will 
begin later this month, and states 
interested in participating should 
contact me directly.

Last but not least, for those of you 
who haven’t heard yet, GHSA head-
quarters will be moving later this 
fall. While just a few short blocks 
north of our current office, the new 
suite will give us more opportunities 
for collaboration, new infrastructure 
to support our telecom needs, and 
room to continue to grow. We will 
send out notification of the new 
address later this year. 

I look forward to seeing many of 
you in Atlanta, and best wishes 
for a safe and productive summer!

The GHSA Board and guests visit a Ford Motor Company crash test facility in 
Dearborn, Michigan.

www.ghsa.org
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/partnering18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/partnering18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/partnering18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/publications
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/news-releases/NRSF-Grants18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/news-releases/FAAR-Grants18
http://www.ghsa.org/ghsa2018
http://www.ghsa.org/ghsa2018
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From 
Washington
GHSA DUID Report 
Lands Amid National 
Policy Discussion

ON MAY 31, GHSA RELEASED 
Drug-Impaired Driving: Mari-
juana and Opioids Raise Criti-
cal Issues for States, authored 
by Dr. Jim Hedlund and funded 
through the Foundation for 
Advancing Alcohol Responsibility 
(Responsibility.org). The report 
garnered significant national and 
local media. Key findings include: 

●● Marijuana and opioids 
are the most com-
mon drugs found in 
fatally-injured drivers. 

●● Drugged driving is in-
creasing, but alcohol-
impaired driving still 
factors into about a third 
of all traffic deaths.

●● Many impaired drivers 
are using a combination 
of alcohol and drugs, 
or multiple drugs. 

●● Impaired driving mes-
saging should expand 
to include drugs. 

State-level data back up many 
of the concerns noted in the 
report. For instance, the Wash-
ington Traffic Safety Commission 
released an analysis of state data, 
showing that “poly-drug” use was 
the most common type of impair-
ment among fatally injured drivers 
from 2008 to 2016. And Wiscon-
sin announced that drug-related 
deaths on its roads more than 
doubled in the same period.

The GHSA report recommends 
training law enforcement to better 
recognize drug impairment, chiefly 
through the Drug Evaluation and 
Classification program and the 
Advanced Roadside Impaired 
Driving Enforcement program. In 
addition to sponsoring this report, 
Responsibility.org offers grants to 
support such training. See page 6.

Drug-impaired driving remains 
a priority on the federal level. 
NHTSA is determining how to 
allocate an additional $5 mil-
lion it received in the FY 2018 
Congressional budget to address 
the issue. Appropriators are con-
sidering extending this funding in 
future budgets. 

NHTSA Deputy Administrator 
Heidi King has made drug impair-
ment her signature issue. On 
June 15, GHSA participated in a 
NHTSA leadership meeting that 
followed on its March 14 “Call to 
Action” summit. With feedback 
from GHSA and others, NHTSA 
is developing a long-term vision 
to curb drugged driving. King is 
embarking on a national listen-
ing tour to discuss problems and 
solutions.  The first event is July 
16 in Seattle. 
 

Traffic Fatalities 
Expected to Dip

NHTSA RELEASED ITS EARLY 
Estimate of Motor Vehicle Traffic 
Fatalities in 2017, predicting 
a .08% dip in traffic fatalities 
from 2016 to 2017, a projected 
37,150 deaths, down from 
37,461 in 2016.

In the second, third, and fourth 
quarters of 2017, NHTSA ob-
served consecutive decreases 
in year-to-year fatalities, with 
a 2.5% decrease in the fourth 
quarter. For the entire year, 
decreases are expected for 
pedestrians and motorcyclists, 
reflecting the projections made 
by earlier 2018 GHSA reports.

More recently, NHTSA projected 
2018 first quarter fatalities, with 
more encouraging news - a 3.6% 
drop over the same time frame 
in 2017.  

Federal Update 

ON JUNE 5, NHTSA DISTRIB-
uted the balance of FY 2018 
grant funds to the states – ap-
proximately $597,629,000, as di-
rected by the FAST Act. The U.S. 
House and Senate Appropria-
tions Committees have approved 
their FY 2019 transportation 
appropriations measures, which 
each include FAST Act-directed 
increases. Leadership will bundle 
this legislation for floor consid-
eration, but analysts predict that 
Congress will utilize a Continuing 
Resolution to push the full FY 
2019 budget discussion past 
September 30.

On June 27, the U.S. Senate 
Commerce Committee approved 
NHTSA Deputy Administra-
tor Heidi King’s nomination for 
NHTSA Administrator. King’s 
nomination was approved 14-13 
along partisan lines and now 
will be considered by the full 
U.S. Senate. 

www.ghsa.org
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/DUID18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/DUID18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/DUID18
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?DID YOU 
KNOW

GHSA and Uber Encourage Rear-Seat Riders to Buckle Up

THIS PAST MEMORIAL DAY, 
GHSA and popular ride-hailing 
company Uber launched Make it 
Click: Every seat. Every ride, a 
campaign stressing the impor-
tance of buckling up no matter 
the seat position or vehicle.

While driver seatbelt use has 
increased substantially in recent 
decades, studies indicate that 
adults are less likely to buckle up 
in the back seat on short trips, 
like when using a taxi or ride-
hailing service. Many also believe 

that seat belts are not necessary 
in the back seat because they 
perceive the back to be safer 
than the front; however, research 
is clear that rear seat passengers 
are three times more likely to be 
killed in a crash if unbuckled.

To change this behavior, the 
Make it Click campaign met 
Uber users where they are – on 
their phones – to remind them 
to buckle up on every trip and 
educate them on the importance 
of belt use. Drivers also received 

messages encouraging them to 
make sure all passengers are 
belted before beginning a trip.

Want to help spread the word? 
While the campaign was geared 
toward the Memorial Day time 
frame, evergreen campaign ma-
terials can be shared year-round, 
including social media messages 
and infographics promoting 
backseat belt use. Both are avail-
able at bit.ly/GHSA-Uber.

Teen Driver Safety

THE PERIOD FROM MEMORIAL 
Day to Labor Day is commonly 
known as the “100 deadliest 
days” for teen drivers. As the 
summer commences, GHSA and 
its partners are working hard to 
keep teens safe on the road.

SADD (Students Against 
Destructive Decisions) hosted its 
National Conference in late June, 
bringing together students from 
across the country to hear from 

national leaders, including First 
Lady Melania Trump and Office 
of National Drug Control Policy 
Acting Drug Czar Jim Carroll, and 
consider pressing safety chal-
lenges and opportunities. At the 
conference, GHSA presented 
the Association’s new work with 
NHTSA on promising approaches 
in peer-to-peer education, provid-
ing attendees tools to better col-
laborate with their local communi-
ties to enhance traffic safety.

Adults are 
less likely to 
buckle up in 

the back seat 
on short trips, 

like when using 
a taxi or ride-

hailing service.

Family, Community, and Careeer 
Leaders of America (FCCLA) 
also held its National Leader-
ship Conference in June. GHSA 
discussed the same forthcoming 
peer-to-peer guidance document 
here, and GHSA Executive Direc-
tor and Ford Driving Skills for 
Life (Ford DSFL) program repre-
sentatives presented the national 
Families Acting for Community 
Traffic Safety awards.

In other Ford DSFL news, the 
team is preparing for its annual 
Summer Tour, which will visit four 
cities in mid-July. With stops in 
Louisville (KY), Cleveland (OH), 
Chicago (IL) and Des Moines 
(IA), the tour will provide free 
advanced driving skills training 
to hundreds of new drivers. In 
September, DSFL will cap off the 
summer with an event on Capitol 
Hill celebrating the program’s 
15th anniversary. Stay tuned for 
more details, and keep up with 
the latest from DSFL at driving-
skillsforlife.com. 

GHSA Executive 
Director Jonathan 

Adkins presents 
the national FCCLA 
traffic safety award 

it Atlanta.

www.ghsa.org
http://bit.ly/GHSA-Uber
https://www.drivingskillsforlife.com/
https://www.drivingskillsforlife.com/
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State of 
the States
State Grants Awarded

ANOTHER YEAR BRINGS ANOTH-
er round of state grants and 
opportunities for SHSOs. Special 
thanks to The National Road 
Safety Foundation, Inc. (NRSF) 
and the Foundation for Advancing 
Alcohol Responsibility (Responsi-
bility.org) for providing the funds 
to help states continue to fight 
drowsy and drugged driving behav-
iors. Our Ford DSFL grants will be 
announced soon, so stay tuned.

The NRSF grants will support 
drowsy driving prevention activi-
ties in Connecticut, Massachu-
setts, Montana, Nebraska and 
South Dakota with a number of 
creative partners, ranging from 
the Boy Scouts to the hotel 
industry. Read the news release 
for more details. 

Meanwhile, Idaho, Minnesota, 
New York, Rhode Island and 

Vermont have all been awarded 
grants through Responsibility.org 
to provide training to better equip 
law enforcement and others in the 
criminal justice system to tackle 
the growing problem of drug-im-
paired driving. Learn more here.

One notable project funded 
through this program was the 
New York State Governor’s Traf-
fic Safety Committee’s recent 
DUID and Oral Fluid Workshop, 
which focused on the use of oral 

fluid testing to support investi-
gations of drivers suspected of 
operating under the influence of 
drugs. Topics included roadside- 
and lab-based evidence testing. 
The workshop was designed for 
attorneys, law enforcement, toxi-
cologists, and other traffic safety 
practitioners to consider how to 
implement the use of oral fluid in 
their impaired driving programs. 
This prime example of innovative 
programming has the potential to 
become a model for other states. 

The New York 
workshop has 

the potential to 
become a model 
for other states.

Maine Gives Drivers and 
Pedestrians a ‘Heads Up’

THE MAINE BUREAU OF HIGH-
way Safety has launched a new 
campaign in partnership with the 
Maine Department of Trans-
portation to reduce pedestrian 
fatalities. Heads Up! Safety is a 
Two-Way Street educates both 
drivers and pedestrians on their 
responsibility to be aware of 
their surroundings and share the 
road safely.

Like many states, Maine has seen 
an uptick in pedestrian fatalities in 

A peek inside New York State’s DUID and Oral Fluid Workshop.

recent years, and it developed this 
campaign in an effort to curb pre-
ventable deaths through a combi-
nation of education, enforcement, 
and engineering measures. Edu-
cational efforts include messages 
urging drivers to be vigilant, watch 
and yield for pedestrians and avoid 
speeding, while pedestrians are 
encouraged to “be safe, be seen, 
be sure” by remaining alert and 
using marked crosswalks.

In addition, Maine received funding 
from NHTSA to run specialized en-
forcement details throughout the 
state focusing on pedestrian safe-

ty. A series of public forums will 
also be held in communities that 
have experienced high numbers of 
pedestrian crashes to determine 
what infrastructure improvements 
are needed to enhance safety.

Lauren Stewart, Director of the 
Maine Bureau of Highway Safety, 
summed up the campaign’s mes-
sage: “Being a courteous, safe and 
responsible road user, whether you 
are driving, riding, or walking, is 
what will ultimately make for safer 
transportation in Maine.”

www.ghsa.org
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/news-releases/NRSF-Grants18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/news-releases/FAAR-Grants18
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JULY

Ford DSFL Summer Tour
14-15 Louisville, Kentucky
18-19 Cleveland, Ohio
21-22 Chicago, Illinois
25-26 Des Moines, Iowa
drivingskillsforlife.com

AUG. 12-15

Traffic Records Forum
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
trafficrecordsforum.org  
 

AUG. 25-29

2018 GHSA Annual Meeting
Atlanta, Georgia
bit.ly/ghsa2018

Road Safety Certification 
The Transportation Professional Certification Board, Inc. is 
accepting applications for the newly launched Road Safety 
Professional Level 1 Certification.  
 
The deadline to apply is August 7. The application is available at 
www.tpcb.org/rsp/Application_RSP.pdf. 

REGISTER TODAY!

www.ghsa.org
http://www.ghsa.org
https://twitter.com/search?q=GHSAHQ&src=typd
http://www.drivingskillsforlife.com
http://www.trafficrecordsforum.org
http://bit.ly/ghsa2018
http://www.tpcb.org/rsp/default.asp
http://www.tpcb.org/rsp/default.asp
http://www.tpcb.org/rsp/Application_RSP.pdf

