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Story continues on page 2

●● January – Autonomous vehicles are center stage at the Consumer 
Electronics Show in Las Vegas. In conjunction with that event, 
GHSA Executive Director Jonathan Adkins meets with AASHTO, 
AAMVA and other stakeholders to discuss the impact for states.

●● February – NHTSA holds a series of safety summits across the 
country to address the recent spike in traffic fatalities. GHSA’s Chair 
Jana Simpler joins the final summit in Washington, D.C. in March.

●● March – GHSA forecasts a 10% spike in pedestrian fatalities in 
2015 through its Spotlight on Highway Safety publication. The 
final data bears out this dire prediction.

●● April – GHSA and Responsibility.org announce the first-of-its 
kind availability of grant funds for states to train law enforcement 
officers to better detect drug-impaired drivers.

●● May – Motorcycle Safety Month kicks off with a new GHSA report 
projecting a 10% increase in motorcyclist fatalities in 2015 and 
recommending steps to turn this trend around.
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2016: Highway Safety  
Year in Review

●● June –GHSA and Ford Driving Skills for Life an-
nounce the 9th year of available grant funding for 
state teen driving efforts. GHSA participates in the 
national SADD conference to help influence positive 
teen driver behaviors.

●● July – GHSA supports new research from the Insur-
ance Institute for Highway Safety demonstrating the 
effectiveness of red light cameras.

●● August – NHTSA announces an alarming 7.2 percent 
increase in 2015 traffic fatalities at the GHSA Annual 
Meeting in Seattle. GHSA and State Farm® release 
the first in-depth look at the issue of drowsy driving. 

●● September – NHTSA issues new guidelines on 
autonomous vehicles. GHSA notes that public accep-
tance will hinge on confidence in vehicle safety. GHSA 
submits comments on FAST Act Interim Final Rule.

●● October – NHTSA and the National Safety Coun-
cil launch the Road to Zero Coalition to cut traffic 
fatalities, with GHSA helping guide the conversation. 
GHSA and Ford Driving Skills for Life report that teen 
driver-related fatalities were up 10% in 2015 and rec-
ommend a focus on older (age 18-20) novice drivers. 

●● November – The National Road Safety Foundation 
partners with GHSA to provide funding to help states 
address drowsy driving.

●● December – GHSA members activate law enforce-
ment and communication campaigns to keep drunk 
and drugged drivers off the roads this holiday season. 
GHSA and Responsibility.org invite states to apply 
for grants to expand drug-impaired driving training for 
law enforcement officers.

www.ghsa.org
http://Responsibility.org
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Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

evaluate peer-to-peer teen safe 
driving programs.

Our Consulting Services Initia-
tive continues to provide quality 
services to GHSA members. We 
recently launched projects to help 
states with their Grant Manage-
ment Manual and Annual Report.

I’m excited to announce that 
GHSA has launched a brand new 
public website that is mobile-
friendly, well-designed and much 
easier to maintain and grow. What 
hasn’t changed is the quality of 
the content. Visit www.ghsa.org 
to check it out!

In other news, we are begin-
ning to plan for our 2017 Annual 
Meeting in Louisville, Kentucky, 
Sept. 16-20. Be sure to mark your 
calendar now and let us know 
your feedback.

Finally, this season of thanks is an 
appropriate time to acknowledge 
the many members and partners 
that make our work possible. I 
truly appreciate all that you do for 
GHSA and our shared goals. We 
simply could not do it without you!

Best wishes for a safe and happy 
holiday season!

AS 2017 QUICKLY APPROACHES, 
GHSA is at the forefront of many 
pressing highway safety issues. 
Through our leadership, partner-
ships and advocacy, we remain 
dedicated to our vision to help 
states move toward zero deaths 
on the nation’s roadways.

On the federal front, GHSA 
submitted comments to NHTSA 
on the Interim Final Rule that will 
provide the regulatory framework 
for all national behavioral highway 
safety programs under the FAST 
Act. GHSA’s comments call for 
the removal or reduction of sev-
eral administrative burdens that 
are not required by the federal 
law. Our Federal Relations Com-
mittee recently met with senior 
NHTSA staff to discuss these 
concerns, funding allocations, 
and the new Grants Management 
Solutions Suite (GMSS). 

We also met with NHTSA to strat-
egize about the National Coop-
erative Research and Evaluation 
Program (NCREP) to answer the 
most critical behavioral highway 
safety research questions. GHSA 
plays a lead role in prioritizing and 
determining which research proj-
ects are undertaken. Learn more 
on our website at http://ghsa.
org/resources/NCREP. 

GHSA is pleased to be an active 
partner in the newly-formed Road 

to Zero Coalition, spearheaded 
by the National Safety Council 
and U.S. DOT. With a goal to end 
traffic fatalities in 30 years, the 
coalition will initially focus on 
promoting proven lifesaving strat-
egies and then develop a new 
scenario-based vision grounded 
on evidence-driven strategies 
and a systematic approach to 
eliminating risks.

There are several activities hap-
pening internally as well. We 
have renewed our state grant 
programs with the Ford Motor 
Company Fund and Foundation 
for Advancing Alcohol Responsi-
bility to help advance teen driver 
safety and fight drug-impaired 
driving, respectively.  We recently 
announced a new partnership 
with the National Road Safety 
Foundation that will fund a similar 
grant program to provide states 
with resources to address the 
important issue of drowsy driving, 
including implementing some of 
the recommendations made in 
our State Farm-funded report 
earlier this year.

GHSA is producing another State 
Farm report next year, this time 
on the behavioral elements of 
bicyclist safety. We’re also kicking 
off the creation of a new peer-
to-peer guide for publication in 
2017. This project will aim to help 
SHSOs develop, implement and 

GHSA at Your Service!  Will your State Highway Safety Office  
be undergoing a Management Review in 2017 or 2018?
GHSA’s Consulting Services Initiative can help you prepare!  
Contact GHSA to learn more: 202-789-0942.

www.ghsa.org
http://www.ghsa.org
http://ghsa.org/resources/NCREP
http://ghsa.org/resources/NCREP
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From 
Washington

Seat Belt Use Reaches 
Historic High

IN NOVEMBER, NHTSA AN-
nounced that seat belt use has 
reached 90% in the United 
States, the highest ever re-
corded. NHTSA Administrator 
Mark Rosekind noted that while 
vehicles incorporate more safety 
technology, seat belts are still 
paramount.

Though 90% is an impressive 
accomplishment, lack of restraint 
use remains a factor in about half 
of all fatalities. In fact, 48% of 
people killed in crashes in 2015 
were unrestrained, and GHSA 
state members continue to report 
belt use as a main concern.

NHTSA’s announcement re-
inforced the fact that belt use 
is highest in states with pri-
mary seat belt laws. Currently, 34 
states, the District of Columbia, 
American Samoa, Guam, the 

Seat belt 
use has 

reached 90% 
in the United 

States, the 
highest ever 

recorded.

Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands have 
primary seat belt laws. GHSA 
maintains a complete list of 
these laws, available at: http://
ghsa.org/state-laws/issues/
seat%20belts.

New NHTSA Guidelines 
on Mobile Devices

NHTSA HAS RELEASED PRO-
posed guidelines on driver 
distraction caused by mobile 
devices, the second phase of 
voluntary guidelines to address 
the larger issue of distraction 
(the first focused on devices built 
into the vehicles).

These latest guidelines encour-
age manufacturers to link mobile 
devices into a vehicle’s infotain-
ment system through pairing. 
They also call for the develop-
ment of a “Driver Mode,” which 
would simplify the user interface 
to minimize distraction. Both 

features would limit the time a 
driver’s eyes are off the road. 

NHTSA notes that while it con-
tinues to support state efforts 
to prohibit hand-held use of por-
table devices while driving, lim-
ited functionality and simplified 
interfaces will help mitigate the 
real-world risk posed when these 
devices are used by drivers.

The agency is seeking pub-
lic comments on its proposed 
guidelines. Comments are due 
February 3, 2017.

View the guidelines at http://
bit.ly/2gbovK0.

DWI Arrest Process 
Strategies Published

NHTSA HAS PUBLISHED SIX 
case studies to illustrate law 
enforcement strategies that 
can reduce the cost and time of 
processing a drunk driving arrest. 
The final report details how law 
enforcement agencies in Califor-
nia, Louisiana, Minnesota, Texas, 
Utah and Washington have im-
proved their arrest procedures to 
create efficiencies, often through 
automation and streamlining. 

The report also includes a road-
map that agencies can use to im-
prove the DWI arrest process in 
their own jurisdictions. It breaks 
down the process into a series 
of steps, with specific tasks and 
descriptions for each.

Download the full report at 
http://bit.ly/2h63GgO.

www.ghsa.org
http://ghsa.org/state-laws/issues/seat%20belts
http://ghsa.org/state-laws/issues/seat%20belts
http://ghsa.org/state-laws/issues/seat%20belts
http://bit.ly/2gbovK0
http://bit.ly/2gbovK0
http://bit.ly/2h63GgO
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?DID YOU 
KNOW
2017 Drugged Driving 
Training Grants Available

GHSA AND THE FOUNDATION 
for Advancing Alcohol Respon-
sibility (Responsibility.org) are 
once again teaming up to provide 
drugged driving training grants 
for law enforcement through 
SHSOs. This second round of 
grant funding was announced 
by basketball legend and Doral, 
Florida Police Department 
reserve officer Shaquille O’Neal 
during a Capitol Hill briefing on 
November 30. The application 
deadline is January 27, 2017. 
Interested states can apply at: 
https://fs8.formsite.com/
ghsa/duidgrants/.

Four states – Florida, Illinois, Ne-
vada and Texas – received funds 
from GHSA and Responsibility.
org in 2016 that helped certify 
more than 500 law enforcement 
officers in Advanced Roadside 
Impaired Driving Enforcement 
(ARIDE) and as Drug Recogni-
tion Experts (DREs).

Responsibility.org also 
recognized its 2016 recipients 
of the Kevin E. Quinlan Award 
for Excellence in Traffic Safety 
at the briefing. Recipients 
included GHSA Secretary and 
Washington Traffic Safety 
Commission Director Darrin 
Grondel, NHTSA Administrator 
Mark Rosekind, and Angela 
Coleman of the Virginia Alcohol 
Safety Action Program, who 
works in concert with the Virginia 
Highway Safety Office on a 
number of initiatives. For a full 

list of the 2016 recipients, visit 
http://bit.ly/rorg2016.

Building a Better 
Bike Helmet

CAN PAPER MAKE BIKE HEL-
mets more portable, affordable 
and recyclable? Isis Schiffer, a 
graduate from the Pratt Insti-
tute of Design in New York 
City, thinks so.  She has been 
awarded the 2016 James Dyson 
design award for her EcoHelmet, 
a foldable, honeycomb-based de-
sign that absorbs impact equally 
across the head. 

Inspired by the lack of helmets 
at bike share stations abroad, 
Schiffer sought to create a 
product that could be easily 
dispensed at a very low cost. The 
EcoHelmet is small and light-
weight enough to be much more 
portable than traditional styro-
foam and polystyrene helmets.

The helmet would need to be 
tested and certified by the Con-
sumer Products Safety Commis-
sion before it could be sold in the 
United States.

GHSA and Ford 
DSFL Call for Action 
on Teen Driving

GHSA AND FORD DRIVING 
Skills for Life released a report 
analyzing teen driver behavior 
and crash trends over the past 
decade. Mission Not Accom-
plished: Teen Safe Driving, the 

Next Chapter illustrates that 
teen-involved fatal crash rates 
have improved less for older 
teens (ages 18-20) than for 
their younger counterparts (ages 
15-17). And teens are still more 
likely than adults to be involved in 
fatal crashes.

The report makes 11 recom-
mendations to guide the work of 
SHSOs and others involved in 
teen driver safety, including:

●● Expanding Graduated Driver 
Licensing to include all driv-
ers under 21;

●● Requiring all novice drivers 
to complete driver education 
and training;

●● Encouraging parents to 
continue to coach older teen 
drivers;

●● Partnering with graduating 
high school peer leaders to 
help them continue traffic 
safety outreach in college; 
and

●● Capitalizing on the popular-
ity of music and sports with 
teens to disseminate safe 
driving messaging.

With 2015 data showing a jump 
in teen driver-involved crash 
fatalities, it is crucial for the 
highway safety community to pri-
oritize this issue and ensure that 
novice drivers have access to 
programs to enhance their safety. 
The full report, webinar recording 
and infographics are available 
at: http://ghsa.org/resources/
mission-not-accomplished-
teen-safe-driving-next-chapter.

www.ghsa.org
http://Responsibility.org
https://fs8.formsite.com/ghsa/duidgrants/
https://fs8.formsite.com/ghsa/duidgrants/
http://Responsibility.org
http://Responsibility.org
http://Responsibility.org
http://responsibility.org/blog/responsibility-org-celebrates-accomplishments-traffic-safety-leaders/
http://ghsa.org/resources/mission-not-accomplished-teen-safe-driving-next-chapter
http://ghsa.org/resources/mission-not-accomplished-teen-safe-driving-next-chapter
http://ghsa.org/resources/mission-not-accomplished-teen-safe-driving-next-chapter
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from our 
perspective

Nicholas Breul

Making the Roadways 
Safer for Law 
Enforcement 
 
by Nicholas Breul (MPDC Ret.)

Director of Officer Safety and Wellness
National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial Fund

THE NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
Memorial Fund (NLEOMF) is leveraging its ex-
tensive information on line-of-duty deaths to help 
make it safer for police officers on our roadways. 
Through a partnership with the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), the 
NLEOMF has been conducting in-depth analysis of 
law enforcement traffic-related fatalities.

In an examination of traffic-related fatalities from 
2011-2015, the research team at the NLEOMF 
identified some key steps that law enforcement 
agencies can take to reduce the number of officers 
killed and injured in struck-by crashes.

There were 56 officers killed in struck-by crashes 
from 2011-2015. The year 2012 was the highest, 
with 14 officers killed in struck-by crashes. Four-
teen of the 56 officers killed were on the scene of 
an existing crash and struck despite the presence 
of their police car’s emergency lights and often 
the presence of other traffic control devices. In 
one particularly egregious case, a State Trooper 
on the scene of an overturned tractor trailer, which 
was partially blocking the highway, was struck by a 
texting driver, despite the presence of the truck and 
other vehicle emergency lights.

The analysis also revealed that 52% of the fatal 
struck-by crashes occurred at night, just over 25% 
of the striking drivers were impaired and that over 
34% of the crashes were a violation of the “Slow 
Down and Move Over” law.

Subsequently, the NLEOMF has promoted the use 
of retro-reflective vests, increasing the reflective 

striping on the rear of police vehicles and using the 
Traffic Incident Management System (TIMS) while 
on crash scenes.  

The NLEOMF recently produced a safety video — 
available at www.nleomf.org/programs/nhtsa-
officer-safety-initiatives — that tells the story of 
an officer who was struck at 40 MPH by a texting 
driver and survived. The video recommends that 
officers find a safe place to make a stop, consider 
a passenger side approach, position their vehicle 
to create a gap, turn the wheels out, and wear high 
visibility apparel. 

The NLEOMF is driving law enforcement towards a 
true culture of safety as it pushes for greater use of 
seatbelts, body armor, improved training and safer 
practices. The Memorial Fund also supports greater 
awareness and enforcement of texting and “Slow 
Down and Move Over” laws.

For more information, visit www.nleomf.org. 

www.ghsa.org
http://www.nleomf.org/programs/nhtsa-officer-safety-initiatives
http://www.nleomf.org/programs/nhtsa-officer-safety-initiatives
http://www.nleomf.org
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State of 
the States

Texas Honored for Child 
Passenger Safety

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
of State Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) presented its Presi-
dent’s Transportation Award for 
Highway Traffic Safety to the 
Texas DOT Child Passenger 
Safety Seat Education and Distri-
bution Program. 

The Traffic Safety Section of 
TxDOT’s Traffic Operations pro-
vides free child passenger safety 
inspections by trained technicians 
in every district in the state and 
also provides child safety seats 
free of charge to families that 
could not otherwise afford them. 
The program incorporates ex-
tensive outreach through media 
campaigns and public events.

The award was presented dur-
ing the 2016 AASHTO Annual 
Meeting in Boston in November. 
Congratulations to Texas Traffic 
Safety Director Terry Pence and 
his entire team.

Rhode Island Goes 
“Beyond the Crash”

THE RHODE ISLAND DEPART-
ment of Transportation’s Office of 
Highway Safety and State Police 
are taking an edgy approach to 
impaired driving with a new video 
series called “Beyond the Crash.” 
The dramatic series includes nar-
ratives from seven state troopers 
as they recount scenes of tragic 
impaired driving crashes.

Featuring real pictures from crash 
sites, the series alerts the public 
that “behind each fatal statistic 
is a real person,” said Lieutenant 
Colonel Kevin M. Barry, a trooper 
featured in the videos. Stories 
told by troopers include not only 
memories of crash sites but of 
death notifications and crash 
reconstructions as well. By featur-
ing first responders, “Beyond 
the Crash” leaves viewers with a 
clear understanding of the havoc 
wreaked by impaired driving.

In a release, Gabrielle Ab-
bate, Chief of Highway Safety 
for RIDOT, weighed in on the 
emotional appeal of the series: “I 
won’t kid you; some of it is hard 
to watch. It’s riveting and sad 
and awful and human all at once. 
Our first responders … are still 
human beings, and the toll of 
these senseless impaired driving 
tragedies stays with them.”

“Beyond the Crash” launched via 
social media in mid-November 
and is now being featured as 
a 30-second slot on television 
through New Year’s Day. To 

watch, visit the Rhode Island State 
Police’s YouTube page: https://
www.youtube.com/user/
RhodeIslandSP.

State Membership 
Changes

WE HAVE SOME MORE CHANG-
es to report in State Highway 
Safety Office leadership.

Vic Donoho has been named di-
rector of the Tennessee Highway 
Safety Office. He has more than 
31 years of public safety experi-
ence, including serving in the 
Tennessee State Patrol.

Several changes are afoot in 
Region 6. Louisiana Governor 
John Bel Edwards appointed Dr. 
Katara A. Williams as the Ex-
ecutive Director for the Louisiana 
Highway Safety Commission. Paul 
Harris is the new Director of the 
Oklahoma Highway Safety Office, 
replacing Toby Taylor. In Missis-
sippi, Ray Sims is serving as the 
Interim Governor’s Representative 
and Helen Porter as the Interim 
Highway Safety Coordinator.

Finally, Paul Montoya is the new 
Director of Traffic Safety for 
the New Mexico Department of 
Transportation, but Mike Sando-
val remains as the Transportation 
Planning and Safety Division 
Director.

As a reminder, GHSA members 
can always access the member-
ship directory for the very latest 
membership list via  
http://my.ghsa.org. 

Texas Traffic Safety 
Director Terry Pence

www.ghsa.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/RhodeIslandSP
https://www.youtube.com/user/RhodeIslandSP
https://www.youtube.com/user/RhodeIslandSP
http://my.ghsa.org
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DEC. 14 - JAN. 1

Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 
National Enforcement Campaign
trafficsafetymarketing.gov

JAN. 8-12

TRB Annual Meeting
Washington, D.C.
trb.org

JAN. 31 - FEB. 2

LEL Professional Development
Oklahoma City, Okla.
bit.ly/leltsiok

FEB. 27-28

GHSA Executive Board Meeting
Austin, Texas

MARCH 26-28

Lifesavers Conference  
Charlotte, N.C.
lifesaversconference.org 

Download Registration Brochure

www.ghsa.org
http://www.ghsa.org
https://twitter.com/search?q=GHSAHQ&src=typd
http://trafficsafetymarketing.gov
http://trb.org
http://bit.ly/leltsiok
http://lifesaversconference.org
http://ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2016-12/lifesavers_2017_reg_brochure.pdf

