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Transportation Secretary 
Elaine Chao

Transportation 
Secretary Chao: 
A New Chapter 
at U.S. DOT 
WITH TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY ELAINE 
Chao at the wheel, the U.S. DOT is positioned to 
provide national leadership as traffic fatalities surge 
and new, potentially lifesaving vehicle technologies 
emerge. GHSA looks forward to working closely 
with the new Secretary to forge a strong safety vi-
sion for our highway system and provide states the 
resources and flexibility to do more to drive down 
roadway deaths and injuries. 

In a season of contentious Senate confirmations, 
Secretary Chao was perhaps the least challeng-
ing of President Trump’s major nominees. At her 
November 29 nomination hearing, Senators from 

both parties remarked on her strong professional 
qualifications. Secretary Chao served as Secretary 
of Labor under the George W. Bush Administration 
and Deputy Secretary of Transportation for George 
H.W. Bush. She is also a well-connected Republi-
can insider and married to Senator Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell.

Despite broad agreeability, Secretary Chao has 
revealed only brief glimpses of her transporta-
tion views, even after her January 11 confirmation 
hearing. She has, however, noted that she will help 
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spearhead President Trump’s efforts on infrastruc-
ture investment. When asked about autonomous 
vehicles, the Secretary reasoned that solutions will 
not be decided by any one person or department. In-
stead, she pledged to work with all stakeholders to 
strike a balance between innovation and safety.

Notably, this and several other comments suggest-
ed a strong alignment with the Trump Administra-
tion and the GOP to roll back “burdensome regula-
tions” and ensure that any regulations are strongly 
data-driven.

Of greatest interest to the traffic safety community, 
Secretary Chao affirmed that safety will be a top 
priority for the U.S. DOT during her tenure. GHSA 
is excited to learn how the Secretary plans to build 

on the strong safety legacies of her immediate 
predecessors: Ray LaHood’s campaign against 
distracted driving and Anthony Foxx’s efforts to 
accelerate the introduction of innovative vehicle 
safety features. 

Though Secretary Chao was confirmed on Janu-
ary 31 (by a vote of 93-6) and sworn in February 
3, the Trump Administration still needs to appoint 
a lengthy list of U.S. DOT leadership, including the 
next NHTSA Administrator. In previous Presidential 
transitions, this has taken up to a year or more. 

In the meantime, GHSA stands with the Admin-
istration, Congress and our partners to prioritize 
highway safety and hopes to deepen our many 
collaborations to safeguard all road users. 

Transportation Secretary Chao:  
A New Chapter at U.S. DOT 

Autonomous  
Vehicle Activities 

IN ITS CLOSING DAYS, THE 
Obama Administration issued a 
flurry of releases on autonomous 
vehicles (AVs): the membership 
roster of a new Federal 

Committee on Automation, 
a report on its Smart Cities 
Challenge project , a list of 10 
newly designated AV proving 
grounds and a final report on 
last year’s fatal Tesla Autopilot 
crash, declining to issue a recall. 

However, with the Trump Admin-
istration planning to reduce the 
number of federal regulations 
overall, and with U.S. DOT Sec-
retary Elaine Chao promising a 
light-handed regulatory approach, 
the future of ongoing national 
action on AV policy has grown 
uncertain.

Meanwhile, states continue to 
consider new laws for AV testing 
and deployment, AV technology 
dominated this year’s consumer 
electronics and auto industry trade 
shows, and OEM and AV devel-
oper tests forge full speed ahead.
In response to this mobility revo-

lution, GHSA is taking a leader-
ship role in AV discussions with 
its groundbreaking new report 
– Autonomous Vehicles Meet 
Human Drivers: Traffic Safety 
Issues for States. Leading up 
to the report’s release, GHSA 
participated in an Autonomous 
Vehicle Public Policy Roundtable 
here in Washington, co-hosted 
by the American Association of 
State Highway Transportation 
Officials (AASHTO) and the 
American Association of Motor 
Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA).

The Association also hosted 
a well-attended webinar on 
the report’s findings. Tomorrow, 
our National Law Enforcement 
Liaison Program will host 
another webinar focusing on the 
law enforcement implications. 
Register at http://www.
ghsa.org/events/nlelp-
feb17webinar. 
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Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

IT’S HARD TO BELIEVE WE’RE ALREADY INTO FEB-
ruary! Between new staff, enhanced state grant 
funding opportunities, a revamped website, up-
coming research projects, new partnerships, and 
our Annual Meeting in Louisville, 2017 is gearing 
up to be another productive year for GHSA! And 
as always, all GHSA activities are directed toward 
meeting the needs of our members with the end 
goal of saving lives. 

We kicked off the year by welcoming Russ Martin 
to our team as our new Director of Government 
Relations. Russ brings a wealth of knowledge and 
experience from many years at AAA, and he will 
lead our legislative and regulatory efforts with 
both federal agencies and Congress, at a time of 
tremendous change in Washington. Kara Macek 
begins her tenth year with the Association in her 
new role as Senior Director of Communications and 
Programs. In addition to spearheading our media 
and communications efforts, she will direct several 
of our federal- and partner-funded programs.

Speaking of programs, we are so pleased to be able 
to offer three grant programs for our State Highway 
Safety Office members, through the generous sup-
port of our partners. Sixteen states applied for our 
second year of grants to train law enforcement in 
detecting drug-impaired drivers. The awards, funded 
by the Foundation for Advancing Alcohol Responsi-
bility, will be announced later this spring. 

We recently opened the applications for our first 
ever drowsy driving state grants, provided in part-
nership with the National Road Safety Foundation. 

And we will soon solicit projects for another round 
of teen safety driving grants through our long-term 
collaboration with Ford Driving Skills for Life. 

On February 2, we released Autonomous Vehi-
cles Meet Human Drivers: Traffic Safety Issues 
for States, which makes several recommendations 
for states as they consider how to respond to the 
ever-changing AV landscape. 

We are currently working on the following upcom-
ing reports to be released this year: a projection 
of national pedestrian fatality numbers for 2016 – 
and countermeasures to combat these tragedies; 
an update of our 2015 drug-impaired driving report 
to incorporate new laws, data and research (funded 
through the Foundation for Advancing Alcohol Re-
sponsibility); and a State Farm®-funded report on 
promising approaches to improve bicyclist safety 
through behavioral strategies.
 
Speaking of partners, I’m thrilled to report that we 
are not only strengthening our existing partner-
ships, but forging new ones as well, including a 
new project with Michelin to promote tire safety.

Our newly launched website is the place to find 
more information on all these programs, projects 
and publications. We are committed to keeping 
our site brimming with the latest resources for our 
members and partners, but we welcome your feed-
back on how to improve the site.

GHSA Welcomes Six New Associate Members:  
Be Crash Free  l  Literary Engineers  l  National Coalition 
for Safer Roads  l  Sutliff & Stout, PLLC  l  ToughLove 
Corporation  l  Professional Towing and Recovery LLC

For information on becoming an Associate Member or to join GHSA, visit  
http://www.ghsa.org/about/join.
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From 
Washington
Social Pressure 
Successful at 
Encouraging 
Safe Driving

IN CONTRAST TO THE TRADI-
tional strategy of targeting dan-
gerous drivers directly, new survey 
research shows that many people 
can be coached to apply social 
pressure among their peers. The 
Montana Department of Trans-
portation explored public attitudes 
toward this more indirect traffic 
“safety citizenship” approach in a 
December 2016 report.

Some key findings include:  

●l Half of survey respondents 
had been in a situation in the 
past year when someone 
was unbuckled or reading or 
texting while driving.

●l More than half of this group 
who were in a situation to 
intervene did so. 

●l Intervention was more likely 
among close social groups 
(e.g., family and friends) 
than with acquaintances or 
strangers. 

●l Most people had favorable 
attitudes and beliefs about 
intervening, and those that 
did intervene think it’s a 
common practice. 

The findings suggest an opportu-
nity to promote safety citizenship 
by providing likely interveners 
with greater confidence, tools to 
speak up and a supportive social 
environment in which intervention 
is the norm.

The project was part of an 
ongoing investigation into traffic 
safety culture co-sponsored by 
the Federal Highway Administra-
tion and 11 state DOTs. 

See the project summary at 
http://bit.ly/2kaSQKF and 
the full report here: http://bit.
ly/2kxOCxO.

Best Practices for 
Tribal Safety

THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
released its latest Tribal Motor 
Vehicle Injury Prevention (TMVIP) 
Best Practices Guide, designed to 
reduce vehicle crash injuries and 
fatalities in American Indian (AI) 
and Alaska Native (AN) communi-
ties. The publication was guided 
by evidence-based strategies 
executed by several AI and AN 
Tribes/Tribal Organizations.

Geared toward tribal leadership 
as well as tribal and non-tribal 
public health and traffic safety 
officials working with Tribes/
Tribal Organizations, the Guide 
focuses on three strategies: 

●l Increase Child Safety Seat 
Use;

●l Increase Seat Belt Use; 
and

●l Decrease Alcohol-Impaired 
Driving.

To increase booster and car seat 
use among AI/AN populations, 
the CDC recommends passing 
child safety seat laws that man-

date children in motor vehicles 
to be restrained in seats meeting 
federal government standards. 
The Guide also highlights the 
benefits of distribution and edu-
cations programs for parents and 
caregivers.

A mandate is also advised as a 
key method of increasing seat 
belt use. The CDC notes that 
primary enforcement laws are 
more effective than secondary 
laws, and suggests implementing 
enhanced enforcement programs 
to increase public awareness and 
risk perception regarding belt 
citations.

Recommendations for reducing 
drunk driving include implement-
ing .08% BAC and minimum 
legal drinking age laws, sobri-
ety checkpoints, and ignition 
interlocks. The Guide touts the 
effectiveness of mass media 
campaigns in discouraging alco-
hol-impaired driving, and sug-
gests Tribes/Tribal Organizations 
employ multicomponent interven-
tions to address the issue.

Five components to achieving 
these goals are: commitment; 
collaboration; data and evalu-
ation; tailored evidence-based 
strategies; and technical support. 
Through these, the CDC hopes 
to successfully reduce crash 
injuries and fatalities in AI and 
AN communities.

The full report is at: http://bit.
ly/2kSN3uX.
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?DID YOU 
KNOW

Micro Grants Promote 
Pedestrian Safety

AMERICA WALKS AND THE EV-
ery Body Walk! Collaborative 
have announced recipients for 
their second year of micro grants. 
Recipients include programs in 
21 different states representing 
a wide spectrum of agencies.

Funded projects will help get 
Georgia seniors out and about, 
discourage distracted walking 
among students in New Hamp-
shire, bring together members of 
the LGBT community in Albu-
querque, and create a community 
mural in Louisiana. 

The winners were narrowed 
down from a pool of more than 
800 applicants operating grass-
roots efforts encouraging com-
munities to walk and developing 
spaces that facilitate physical 
activity. Applications included 
plans for projects that “employ 
art, signage, social support, 
environmental design and other 
innovative means to encourage 
all people to walk more and en-
gage in creating safe, accessible 
delightful walkable places.”

These micro grants are funded 
through the support of partners 

such as WalkBoston and the 
American College of Sports 
Medicine, and The TransitCenter, 
which will support six projects 
specifically working to provide 
pedestrians with better access 
to transit systems in their com-
munities.

Learn more at http://bit.
ly/2kZooS7. 

Chip Bag Warns 
Against Drunk Driving

IN PREPARATION FOR THE SU-
per Bowl, Frito-Lay debuted a 
limited-edition “Party Safe” bag 
of Tostitos discouraging drunk 
driving. Goodby Silverstein & 
Partners designed the bag, which 
comes with a sensor connected 
to a microcontroller that detects 
traces of alcohol on the breath. 
If alcohol is detected, the sensor 
turns red, displaying the image of 
a steering wheel and the mes-
sage “Don’t drink and drive.”

The bag helps partygoers get 
home safe, too, displaying an 
Uber ride service code and 
allowing for a ride to be called 
simply by tapping the bag with 
their phone. Tostitos partnered 
with Uber and Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD) to provide 
fans nationwide with $10 off 
Uber rides during and after the 
Super Bowl.

Jennifer Saenz, Chief Marketing 
Officer at Frito-Lay, said the com-
pany aimed to “remove 25,000 
cars from the roads that Sunday 
evening” through this messaging.

Super Bowl Sunday has proven 
to be a deadly day for Ameri-
can drivers each year. In 2015, 
NHTSA reports that 45 people 
lost their lives in drunk driving 
crashes on game day.

Sleep Deprivation 
Increases Crash Risk

IN ITS LATEST STUDY, ACUTE 
Sleep Deprivation and Risk of 
Motor Vehicle Crash Involve-
ment, the AAA Foundation for 
Traffic Safety examines the 
relationship between specific 
measures of sleep deprivation 
and crash risk.

Drivers who were sleep deprived 
had significantly higher crash 
risks when compared to driv-
ers who had gotten the recom-
mended seven hours of sleep in 
the past day. Drivers sleeping be-
tween six and seven hours had a 
crash rate 1.3 times higher than 
those who had gotten enough 
sleep. The crash rate for drivers 
with only four to five hours of 
sleep was 4.3 times as high, and 
drivers who had slept less than 4 
hours were 11.5 times as likely to 
get in a crash.

The report found that crash rates 
were significantly elevated for 
both people who experienced a 
one-time disruption in their nor-
mal sleep schedule and for those 
who regularly are not getting 
enough sleep.

Access the AAA Foundation 
report at: http://bit.ly/2kTHvNs.

www.ghsa.org
http://bit.ly/2kZooS7
http://bit.ly/2kZooS7
http://bit.ly/2kTHvNs


6Governors Highway Safety Association  |  444 North Capitol Street  |  Suite 722  |  Washington, DC 20001-1534
(p) 202.789.0942  |   www.ghsa.org  |   twitter: ghsahq  |  February 2017 Issue

in Highway Safety
Directions

Contents

from our 
perspective
Helping College Students 
Consider the Dangers  
of Distracted Driving

by Sahar Hassani, Shriners Hospitals  
for Children - Chicago and  
Jennifer Smith, stopdistractions.org

COLLEGE STUDENTS AND ADULTS AGES 20 TO 
29 have one of the highest risks for fatal crashes 
involving distracted driving. Researchers at Shriners 
Hospitals for Children - Chicago and the advocacy 
group Stopdistractions.org, noted a lack of educa-
tional interventions targeting college age drivers. 
We wanted to see if a simple intervention strategy 
might help change attitudes.

We now have the results of a pilot study evaluating 
whether a low-cost educational program, created 
and tested at Shriners Hospitals, may help college 
students better grasp the dangers of distracted driv-
ing. An article entitled “Preventing Distracted Driving 
among College Students: Addressing Smartphone 
Use” recently appeared in the journal Accident 
Analysis and Prevention, outlining these results.

The 60-minute program was presented at 19 
colleges and universities in the Chicagoland area. 
Participants were given a multi-media presentation 
and a series of surveys: one before the workshop, 
one right after, and a third survey three months 
later. The workshop talked about students’ percep-
tion of risk and their ability to multitask as well as 
social norms and state laws on cell phone use while 
driving. The presentation used images, statistics, 
videos and public service announcements from the 
AAA Foundation, AT&T’s “It Can Wait” campaign, 
GHSA, NHTSA, National Safety Council, Stopdis-
tractions.org, and the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation.

A total of 444 college students (mean age 23.7 
± 7.0 years of age, 61% females, 39% males) at-
tended the workshop and completed surveys. We 
assessed changes between survey #1 (prior to 

workshop) and survey #2 (immediately after the 
workshop) and found a significant improvement in 
15 of the 15 attitude-knowledge based questions. 
In particular, students said they were more likely to 
be involved in a serious crash if using a cell phone 
while driving, or riding with a driver using a cell 
phone. More participants agreed using a cell phone 
could affect their driving performance.

We also compared the results with three month fol-
low up surveys. We found most attitudes about the 
dangers of distracted driving still showed a positive 
change. Students reported they were less likely to 
use a mobile device while driving and less likely to 
text while stopped at a red light or stop sign.

While this pilot project shows promise for interven-
tion among college students, prevention of dis-
tracted driving is an ongoing effort and intervention 
efforts should be multi-faceted.

For more information visit stopdistractions.org or 
shrinerschicago.org.
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State of 
the States

An animated 
video depicts 

the proper 
way to use 

both single 
and multi-lane 

roundabouts 
for drivers, 

bicyclists and 
pedestrians. 

PennDOT Helps Drivers 
Navigate Roundabouts

WITH 30 ROUNDABOUTS SLAT-
ed for construction over the 
next two years, Pennsylvania’s 
Department of Transportation 
(PennDOT) is helping educate 
commuters about safely navigat-
ing these intersections.

An animated video depicts the 
proper way to use both single and 
multi-lane roundabouts for drivers, 
bicyclists and pedestrians. From 
entry to exit, the video depicts the 
correct way to handle a variety of 
traffic situations.

The Federal Highway Adminis-
tration (FHWA) has shown that 
implementing roundabouts can 
drastically improve traffic safety 
and vehicle flow compared to 
traditional intersections controlled 
by stop signs or traffic lights. In 
addition, the Pennsylvania State 
Transportation Innovation Council 
(STIC) has prioritized the use of 
roundabouts rather than traditional 
intersections as much as possible.

PennDOT Secretary Leslie S. 
Richards said, “Data shows that 
modern-day roundabouts reduce 
crash severity and injuries while 
improving traffic flow… This 
video illustrates how to navigate 

these intersections regardless of 
how you travel.”

Pennsylvania has already reaped 
the safety benefits of round-
abouts, with both fatal and major-
injury crashes eliminated at ten 
intersections where the state’s 
first modern roundabouts were 
implemented.

View the video at https://youtu.
be/nNXRlWgAVOg.

Membership Changes

THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL 
changes to GHSA state mem-
bership in the past few months. 

George W. McAuley Jr., P.E. is 
PennDOT’s new Deputy Secre-
tary for Highway Administration. 
Glenn C. Rowe, P.E. is still Chief 
of Highway Safety and Traffic Op-
erations, and Tom Glass remains 
Transportation Planning Manager.

Dave Ross has been named 
the Department of Transporta-
tion Secretary – and Governor’s 
Representative – for Wisconsin. 
David Pabst continues to head 
the highway safety office there.

And in Vermont, Joe Flynn is 
now leading the Green Moun-
tain State’s Agency of Trans-
portation, a position which 
also makes him the Governor’s 
Representative. Scott Davidson 
is still chief of the Governor’s 
Highway Safety Program.

Further south, Florida Governor 
Rick Scott has appointed Rachel 

Cone as interim secretary (and 
GR) at the Florida DOT, fol-
lowing Secretary Jim Boxold’s 
resignation. Lora Hollingsworth 
remains the highway safety of-
fice director.

Helen Porter is now the Office Di-
rector for the Mississippi Office of 
Highway Safety. She was formerly 
serving in an interim capacity.

Access the membership direc-
tory at http://my.ghsa.org. 

Mass. Court Considers 
Marijuana Impairment

LAST MONTH, MASSACHU-
setts’ Supreme Court considered 
a case to determine whether 
traditional field sobriety tests, 
used to detect drunk drivers, can 
also be admissible as evidence of 
marijuana impairment.

The case is timely, considering 
that Massachusetts recently 
joined a growing number of 
states to legalize recreational 
marijuana use.

The defense attorney argued that 
standardized field sobriety tests 
are insufficient to determine 
whether a driver is impaired from 
marijuana use, but the states 
presented evidence of four new 
studies that show a connec-
tion between roadside tests and 
marijuana-impaired driving.

There is no indication when the 
court may issue its final ruling, 
but the interpretation may have 
implications for other states.
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FEB. 15

NLELP Webinar: AVs and Law Enforcement
Register 

FEB. 27-28

GHSA Executive Board Meeting
Austin, Texas

MARCH 4-5

Ford DSFL Teen Driver Training
Los Angeles, Calif.

MARCH 26-28

Lifesavers Conference
Charlotte, N.C.
lifesaversconference.org

APRIL 22-23

Ford DSFL Teen Driver Training
Houston, Texas

SEPT. 16-20

GHSA Annual Meeting
Louisville, Ky.
ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2017
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