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WITH MORE CARS ON THE ROAD, MORE PEOPLE 
walking, and more road users of all stripes paying 
more attention to their smartphones than their sur-
roundings, pedestrian traffic fatalities are climbing 
at an alarming – and unprecedented – rate. GHSA’s 
latest Spotlight on Highway Safety, released last 
month, projects an alarming 11% spike in pedestrian 
fatalities in 2016, or close to 6,000 deaths. This 
represents the second year of record increases.

The report, written and researched by Richard Ret-
ting of Sam Schwartz Transportation Consultants, 
uses preliminary 2016 data provided by all 50 State 
Highway Safety Offices (SHSOs) and the District 

of Columbia. States reported 2,660 pedestrian 
fatalities for the first six months of 2016, compared 
to 2,486 deaths during the same time period in 
the previous year. Adjusting for underreporting and 
past full-year data trends, the report estimates an 
11% rise in pedestrian fatalities from 2015 to 2016 
and a 22% increase from 2014.

The spotlight also looks at potential causes for the 
surge in pedestrian fatalities. An improved economy 
and low gas prices have led to an increase in 
vehicle miles traveled nationally, while at the same 
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time more people are choosing 
to walk for health, transportation, 
economic or environmental rea-
sons. Distraction from both mo-
torists and walkers is also cited 
as a possible cause, particularly 
as smartphone use continues to 
grow in popularity.

The report provides examples 
of state efforts to reduce 
pedestrian-vehicle crashes, 
with the most promising ap-
proaches being those that 
combine education, enforce-
ment and engineering to create 
safer roads.

GHSA is also partnering with the 
Pedestrian and Bicyclist Informa-
tion Center (PBIC) to enhance 
behavioral safety education and 
enforcement efforts to prevent 
motor vehicle related crashes 
involving pedestrians. 

As part of these efforts, last 
month GHSA participated in 
a PBIC webinar, Preparing for 
Successful Safety Education 
and Enforcement Efforts. Sea-
soned practitioners shared their 
lessons learned in planning for 
law enforcement efforts to pro-
mote pedestrian safety, including 
stories of what worked and what 
didn’t. A key takeaway was that 
training is critical: officers are 
more likely to enforce laws if they 
understand them.

Access the GHSA report at 
http://bit.ly/ghsa-peds17. 
The recorded PBIC webinar is 
available at www.pedbikeinfo.
org/training/webinars_PBIC_
LC_031417.cfm.

Sample State PSAs

NHTSA’S TRAFFIC SAFETY MARKETING WEBSITE 
now features sample public service announcements 
(PSAs) from states on a spectrum of highway 
safety topics. From California’s “Pedestrians Don’t 
Have Armor” campaign to New York’s “Drinking 
and Driving Shatters Lives,” you can see what other 
states have produced and get ideas.

GHSA encourages other State Highway Safety 
Offices to provide additional samples. For more 
information and instructions on how to submit, 
visit trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/
idea-exchange.

An estimated 
5,997* 

pedestrian 
fatalities 

occurred  
during 2016, 

compared with 
5,376 in 2015 and 

4,910 in 2014.

*2016 estimate based 
on preliminary data
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Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

SPRING HAS FINALLY SPRUNG HERE IN D.C. AND 
across the country. And with this warmer weather, 
more folks – including me – are out walking. Un-
fortunately, whether commuting to work on foot or 
just taking a stroll to get some fresh air, walking is 
becoming a more dangerous proposition in many 
parts of America. Our latest pedestrian fatality 
report projects that nearly 6,000 pedestrians lost 
their lives on U.S. roadways last year alone. See our 
cover story for more details.

While the pedestrian fatality numbers are alarm-
ing, the report received strong media coverage and 
spurred conversations within the safety community 
to consider the most effective countermeasures 
and remind motorists and pedestrians to be safe. 
Some have noted that unsafe road design is to 
blame for pedestrian traffic fatalities. While a safer 
environment is paramount to protecting pedestri-
ans, enforcement and education components must 
work in tandem with complete infrastructure to truly 
keep all road users safe.

As we do more on pedestrian safety, we are not let-
ting our guard down on the many other behavioral 
traffic safety challenges. Through our partnership 
with the Foundation for Advancing Alcohol Respon-
sibility, we are providing funding to states for law 
enforcement training to help officers identify and 
arrest those driving under the influence of drugs. 

On the teen driver safety front, our Ford Driving 
Skills for Life (DSFL) program continues to take 
its free hands-on program across the country to 
teach teens critical, lifesaving skills. Our next stops 
are Houston and Milwaukee. For the 10th year in 

a row, Ford DSFL will be providing grants to select 
states to support their own teen driver safety ef-
forts. And for the first time, we are offering a similar 
state grant program to tackle the growing problem 
of drowsy driving, thanks to the support of the Na-
tional Road Safety Foundation. We will announce 
the states receiving grants for all three of these 
issue areas in the coming months, so stay tuned!

Meanwhile, on the federal front, our National Coop-
erative Research and Evaluation Program (NCREP) 
has important momentum. Several research 
projects are in the works, and we are collaborating 
with NHTSA to enhance the process. Expect more 
on this soon. In other news, we are finalizing the 
5th edition of the Model Minimum Uniform Crash 
Criteria (MMUCC). And through our National Law 
Enforcement Liaison Program, we are starting to 
plan our first LEL National Training Conference to 
be held in Maryland this fall. 

Speaking of meetings, work is well underway on 
our 2017 Annual Meeting. We are gearing up 
for what promises to be another excellent event, 
packed with strong sessions and plenty of network-
ing opportunities. If you haven’t already marked 
it on your calendar, I encourage you to: Septem-
ber 16-20, in Louisville, Kentucky. Learn more at 
http://bit.ly/GHSA-2017.

Enjoy yourself this spring, but please be safe – 
whether you are on two feet or four wheels!

GHSA Welcomes Six New Associate Members:  
U-Haul  l  BrainNewDay.com  l  Belt & Bruner, P.C.    
The Krist Law Firm, P.C.  l  Buckfire & Buckfire, P.C. 
Bill Bell (Emeritus)

For information on becoming an Associate Member or to join GHSA,  
visit http://www.ghsa.org/about/join.

www.ghsa.org
http://bit.ly/GHSA-2017
http://BrainNewDay.com
http://www.ghsa.org/about/join
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From 
Washington

NHTSA Compiles 
Drowsy Driving Efforts

THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAF-
fic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) has released Asleep 
at the Wheel, a compendium of 
efforts to curtail drowsy driv-
ing. The report covers ongoing 
research, promising approaches, 
public awareness campaigns, and 
vehicle technologies.

To combat the issue, the report 
advises improved crash reporting, 
expansion of crash risk research, 
and development of new meth-
ods for detecting fatigue. Other 
recommendations include broader 
limitations on nighttime driving by 
novice drivers, engaging the sleep 
science community, and helping 
employers launch fatigue-risk 
management programs. 

Public awareness and education 
needs identified in the report 
range from integrating drowsy 

driving education in driver licens-
ing materials to conducting 
broad public health campaigns 
on sleep. Regarding technology, 
NHTSA advocates for increased 
research and development of 
drowsiness detection systems, 
adoption of collision avoidance 
technologies, and consumer edu-
cation on use of existing vehicle 
technologies addressing drowsy 
driving.

GHSA is also taking action on 
drowsy driving. Last August, 
through funding from State 
Farm®, the Association released 
Wake Up Call! Understand-
ing Drowsy Driving and What 
States Can Do. To follow up, this 
year – with the support of The 
National Road Safety Foundation 
– GHSA will award grant fund-
ing to up to four State Highway 
Safety Offices to combat drowsy 
driving. Winners will be an-
nounced in May.

The NHTSA report can 
be accessed at http://bit.
ly/2n10bMw. GHSA’s report is 
at http://bit.ly/sfdrowsy.

Autonomous 
Vehicle Update

THE AUTONOMOUS VEHICLE 
(AV) industry continues its 
onward march as manufactures, 
suppliers, and ride-sharing, map-
ping, and computer chip compa-
nies vie for lucrative partnerships 
and quality test sites, while activ-
ity mounts at both the state and 
federal levels.

According to the National Con-
ference of State Legislatures, as 
of April, 86 bills related to AVs 
have been introduced this year in 
32 states. After California halted 
Uber’s self-driving tests last year 
and testing jumped to neighbor-
ing Arizona, Uber submitted an 
application to re-start testing in 
the state. The California DMV 
released revised draft regula-
tions for AV deployment that now 
allow AV operation without a 
driver. Automakers and other AV 
developers are contesting legis-
lation introduced in four states 
– Georgia, Maryland, Illinois, and 
Tennessee – that would allow 
automakers, but not others, to 
test AVs on public roads.

At the federal level, U.S. DOT 
Secretary Elaine Chao an-
nounced that the Administration 
is reviewing last year’s federal 
AV policy guidance. Congress 
has hosted one hearing on this 
issue this year, and Senators 
John Thune (R-SD) and Gary 
Peters (D-MI) as well as Rep-
resentatives Bob Latta (R-OH) 
and Debbie Dingell (D-MI) have 
expressed interest in introduc-
ing legislation that could make 
changes to federal AV guidance, 
car safety rules, or preempt state 
rules.

Amidst all this activity, a new 
AAA survey found that 78% of 
Americans report being afraid of 
riding in an AV, suggesting that 
public acceptance lags behind 
the industrial, technological and 
political zeal in this arena.

www.ghsa.org
http://bit.ly/2n10bMw
http://bit.ly/2n10bMw
http://bit.ly/sfdrowsy
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State of 
the States

Utah Lowers BAC to .05

ON MARCH 23, UTAH GOVER-
nor Gary Herbert enacted HB 
155 to set Utah’s illegal blood 
limit to .05, the lowest in the 
United States. The law, which 
advanced through the legislature 
after uneasy debate, takes effect 
December 30, 2018. Governor 
Herbert has pledged to convene 
a special legislative session this 
summer to consider unintended 
consequences and other con-
cerns with the new law.

The National Transportation 
Safety Board, which has urged 
states to lower the BAC since 
2013, estimates the change will 
save 63 Utahns every year. The 
National Safety Council, Ad-
vocates for Auto and Highway 

Critics have 
suggested the 

safety community 
should focus 

more on broadly-
supported, 

higher-impact 
countermeasures.

Safety, the Utah Highway Patrol, 
World Health Organization, and 
the American Medical Associa-
tion have also endorsed the law. 

Research suggests that some 
drivers may still experience 
dangerous impairment at a BAC 
under .08. Internationally, more 
than 100 countries, including 
several Canadian provinces, 
have BAC limits at .05 or lower. 
Most U.S. States also have lower 
standards for commercial drivers 
(typically .04) and young drivers 
(often zero tolerance). 

Leading the push against the 
change was the American Bever-
age Institute (ABI), a restaurant 
trade association often critical 
of drunk driving laws. The ABI 
testified and ran ads warning 
of the impact on hospitality and 
tourism. Local business leaders 
also staged protests and lobbied 
the Governor to veto the bill.

Experts dispute what a .05 limit 
will mean for motorists looking 
for guidance on how much they 
can drink before getting behind 
the wheel. One thing is clear: the 
lower limit will expand the pool 
who could potentially be arrested 
for drunk driving, maybe even 
after just one drink.

Critics have suggested the safety 
community should focus more on 
broadly-supported, higher-impact 
countermeasures and the worst 
offenders. According to NHTSA, 
84 percent of impaired drivers in 
fatal crashes in 2015 had a BAC 
at or above .08, and 55 percent 
had a BAC at or above .15. 

Lawmakers in Washington and 
Hawaii are also considering .05 
BAC legislation this year, but 
neither has advanced, and it is 
unclear how much traction this 
would gain in other states.  

Belt Use Increases 
in Louisiana  

FRONT SEAT BELT USE AMONG 
Louisiana occupants hit an 
all-time high of 87.8%, up 1.9 
percentage points from last year, 
according to a new observational 
study by the Louisiana Highway 
Safety Commission (LHSC). 
African-American and Hispanic 
drivers and passengers in par-
ticular are buckling up more in 
the Pelican State. Seat belt use 
rates among African-Americans 
increased from 78.9% to 82.6% 
and, among Hispanics, 81.0% to 
91.6%.  Meanwhile, Caucasian 
use rates increased a smaller 
amount, from 88.9% to 89.7%. 
The results are based on re-
searchers observing random 
motorists and passengers at 
sites around the state in Decem-
ber 2016.

According to the report, Loui-
siana’s seat belt use rates have 
increased gradually since the 
state adopted a primary belt law 
in 1999 and began participating 
in the national Click it or Ticket 
campaigns. The study also cal-
culated motorcycle helmet use at 
99%. Motorcycle helmet use has 
held steady at nearly 100% since 
the state adopted a mandatory 
helmet law in 2004. 

www.ghsa.org
http://le.utah.gov/~2017/bills/static/HB0155.html
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State of 
the States
Federal law requires states to 
conduct annual statewide safety 
belt use surveys as part of each 
state’s highway safety program. 
The LHSC has commissioned 
Preusser Research Group to 
conduct its seat belt studies 
since 2013. 

Access the full findings at 
http://bit.ly/2oylWXs. 

CDOT and Lyft Start 
the “320 Movement”

THIS APRIL, THE COLORADO 
Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) and ridesharing service 
Lyft are partnering to prevent 
Denver residents from driv-
ing high. April 20, referred to 
as 4/20 by marijuana users, is 
expected to draw thousands of 
people to downtown Denver for 
the largest known 4/20 rally. 

Hoping to encourage celebrators 
to get a sober ride home after 
the event, CDOT and Lyft com-
missioned Carvertise, a vehicle-
wrapping startup, to cover a fleet 
of 17 cars with green “Plan a ride 
before you’re high” messages. 
Starting on March 20th (3/20), 
the cars were placed on the 

This 
campaign 
hopes to 

drive down 
DUID’s in the 
area, as 17% 
of Colorado 
State Patrol 
DUI arrests 

in 2016 
involved 

marijuana.

streets of Denver, and the Lyft 
users they pick up will receive 
a $10 discount off their ride. A 
limited number of discount codes 
are also being released online 
at 3:20pm every Sunday of the 
month.

This campaign, called the “320 
Movement,” hopes to drive down 
DUID’s in the area, as 17% of 
Colorado State Patrol DUI ar-
rests in 2016 involved marijuana. 
“Our goal for this partnership 
with Lyft is to encourage mari-
juana users to treat marijuana 
consumption just like drinking 
and always plan to use a sober 
ride,” said Sam Cole, CDOT’s 
Safety Communications Manag-
er. Lyft’s General Manager Gabe 
Cohen noted that since studies 
have shown ridesharing services’ 
ability to decrease drunk-driving 
incidents, the company hopes 
to show the same is true with 
the prevention of drug-impaired 
driving. 

The “320 Movement” is part of 
CDOT’s broader “Drive High, Get 
a DUI” campaign, which takes 
innovative approaches to reduc-
ing the number of drug-related 
DUIs, traffic crashes and fatali-
ties. Learn more at http://bit.
ly/2nWvt7u. 

States to Teach Law 
Enforcement Interaction 
in Driver’s Ed

ILLINOIS AND VIRGINIA RE-
cently passed laws requiring 
driver’s education instructors 

to cover proper interaction with 
law enforcement officers. With a 
goal to improve police transpar-
ency and ease tension between 
citizens and law enforcement, 
similar legislation is also being 
considered in North Carolina, 
Mississippi, New Jersey and 
Rhode Island.

Though the exact protocol to be 
described by instructors will be 
determined by law enforcement 
or Departments of Motor Vehi-
cles (DMVs) in most states, Dave 
Druker of the Illinois Secretary 
of State’s Office said that the 
overarching goal is to teach stu-
dents to take a “common-sense 
approach” if pulled over. 

Virginia legislators hope to pro-
vide novice drivers with accurate 
information about police protocol 
to ensure smooth and appropri-
ate interactions during traffic 
stops. In today’s digital world, 
lawmakers noted the benefit of 
students receiving guidance from 
the source (i.e. law enforcement 
or the DMV) rather than the 
Internet, where false information 
is easy to come by.

North Carolina State Representa-
tive John Faircloth said the bill is 
an effort to solve a “public safety 
issue,” noting it helps to keep 
both law enforcement officers 
and the public safe on the road. 
The National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial Fund esti-
mates that more than 60 officers 
were killed in the line of duty in 
2016, a number that these bills 
hope to drive down.

www.ghsa.org
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?DID YOU 
KNOW
Citizens Enlisted to 
Detect Distracted Drivers

IN ADDITION TO THEIR MYRIAD 
other uses, smartphones might 
now be used to boost citizen 
engagement and expand law 
enforcement efforts.

Text to Ticket, Inc. recently 
launched a mobile app that al-
lows everyday citizens to help 
law enforcement ticket distracted 
drivers. The app encourages 
people (who aren’t behind the 
wheel) to submit videos to law 
enforcement of others texting 
and driving. Necessary data is 

encrypted through the app along 
with footage of the driver “caught 
in the act” and their license plate 
information, and police can then 
review the submission and issue 
a ticket when appropriate. If a 
ticket is issued, the submitting 
user receives $5 as “bounty” for 
their catch.

The app was founded by a group 
of friends in San Francisco in 
response to a near-miss from a 
distracted driver. Text to Ticket 
has already attracted a substan-
tial number of users during its 
beta launch, and reports that 
many users have successfully 

spotted and submitted videos of 
offenders. Knowing that receiv-
ing a citation often prevents 
people from recommitting an of-
fense, the company hopes to see 
behavioral changes coming from 
the presence of their app.

“It’s time to educate people 
about the dangerous effects of 
distracted driving,” Jesse Day, 
Text to Ticket Founder and CEO, 
said. “As reported by [NHTSA], 
those who text and drive are 6 
times more likely to cause an 
accident than someone driving 
under the influence.”

Creative Canadian Campaigns 

TWO CANADIAN ORGANIZATIONS RECENTLY 
launched notable campaigns to combat drugged 
and drunk driving.

Drug Free Kids Canada helps parents convince 
their teens not to drive under the influence of drugs 
through powerful, personalized videos. Parents 
complete an online form, which the campaign 

uses to customize a video and send to the teen. 
The video, “The Call that Comes After,” depicts a 
group of teens being driven to a party by a driver 
who has been smoking marijuana and are involved 
in a devastating crash. As a series of panicked 
texts from a victim’s mother are shown, the teen 
watching receives the same series of texts as if 
they are coming from their own parent. The goal 
is to spark conversation between teens and their 
parents by showing them the reality and dangers of 
drugged driving. 

Meanwhile, St. Patrick’s Day patrons at a bar in 
Toronto received a strong dose of reality with their 
drinks. The advocacy group Arrive Alive partnered 
with Canadian ad agency Rethink to help prevent 
revelers from getting behind the wheel drunk. The 
organization created a series of coasters made 
out of metal from wrecked cars, laser-etched with 
the words “This coaster used to be a car. That car 
never made it home.” With impaired driving “one of 
the leading criminal causes of death in Canada,” 
Arrive Alive’s campaign provided a new twist on 
the age-old tradition of coaster creativity, this time 
aimed at getting patrons home safely.

www.ghsa.org
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APRIL 22-23

Ford DSFL Teen Driver Training
Houston, Texas
drivingskillsforlife.com 

MAY 20-21

Ford DSFL Teen Driver Training
Milwaukee, Wis.
drivingskillsforlife.com

MAY 25

GHSA Awards Nomination Deadline
Nominations Due 5/25
ghsa.org

JUNE 6-7

GHSA Executive Board Meeting
Helena, Mont.

SEPT. 16-20

GHSA Annual Meeting
Louisville, Ky.
ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2017
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