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LAST MONTH MORE THAN 600 HIGHWAY 
safety professionals gathered in Louisville, 
Kentucky for the GHSA Annual Meet-
ing. With a theme of Highway Safety in a 
New Era, general sessions and workshops 
focused on the latest changes in technol-
ogy, behavior, media and politics facing the 
traffic safety community.

U.S. Department of Transportation Sec-
retary Elaine L. Chao gave the keynote 
address at the Opening General Ses-
sion. Secretary Chao emphasized the 
importance of infrastructure, behavior and 

technology working together to improve 
safety, noting that, “To be effective, safety 
strategies have to address all these fac-
tors.” The Secretary also reiterated U.S. 
DOT’s commitment to working with State 
Highway Safety Offices to achieve their 
mutual safety goals.

Also during the opening session, Waymo’s 
Director of Safety Ron Medford provided 
attendees a peek at the newest devel-
opments in autonomous vehicle safety, 
sharing the company’s vision for the future 
of driving. At the Welcome Luncheon, “King 

DOT Secretary 
Chao Keynotes 
#GHSA2017

Secretary Chao addresses attendees.
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(left to right): 
Jim Hedlund, 
John Leonard, 
Chuck DeWeese, 
Ed Bradley, and 
Malcom Glenn 
discuss the 
safety challenges 
and potential 
surrounding 
vehicle 
automation.  

(top far right): 
GHSA Secretary 
Darrin Grondel 
with Chief Steven 
Casstevens, 
Debbie Hersman 
and Jeff McLeod.

(bottom right) 
GHSA’s 2017-2018 
Executive Board 
Officers: Treasurer 
Lee Axdahl, Vice 
Chair Harris 
Blackwood, Chair 
Jana Simpler, and 
Secretary Darrin 
Grondel.

of the High Wire” Nik Wallenda inspired attendees 
with his stories of personal achievements through 
perseverance. 

Tuesday’s plenary session focused on “New Chal-
lenges and Solutions.” National Safety Council 
President & CEO Deborah A.P. Hersman discussed 
ways we can accelerate progress on the Road to 
Zero, while the National Governors Association’s 
Jeff McLeod shared how governors are working to 
reduce roadway fatalities. Chief Steven Casstevens, 
3rd Vice President of the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, provided his thoughts on boost-
ing law enforcement engagement in traffic safety, 
as well. That afternoon, GHSA honored individuals 
and organizations making outstanding contributions 
to traffic safety during its annual Highway Safety 
Awards ceremony.

The final day of the conference began with a 
roundtable on autonomous vehicles (AVs) fea-
turing Uber’s Strategic Partnerships Manager 
Malcom Glenn, Toyota Technical and Regulatory 
Affairs Manager Ed Bradley, MIT Mechanical 
Engineering Professor John Leonard and Dr. Jim 
Hedlund, author of GHSA’s recent AV report. Con-
versation centered on how AVs will interact with 
human drivers, how rapidly technology will develop 
and why states should be involved in AV policy 
discussions. The day concluded with an update on 
the state of Washington, D.C. politics from CNN 

Chief Political Analyst Gloria Borger and a look 
toward the 2018 Annual Meeting in Atlanta.

Rounding out the agenda were seventeen breakout 
workshops on a number of traffic safety priorities, 
including drug-impaired driving, pedestrian and bicy-
clist safety, teen drivers, and more.

The meeting would not have been possible without 
the generous support of our partners and spon-
sors. A very special thank you to our Diamond Level 
Sponsors: AT&T; Ford Driving Skills for Life; the 
Foundation for Advancing Alcohol Responsibility; Mi-
chelin North America, Inc.; the National Road Safety 
Foundation; State Farm®; and Uber.

Find photos, presentations and more at www.ghsa.
org/events/Annual-Meetings/2017.

www.ghsa.org
http://www.ghsa.org/about/safety-awards
http://www.ghsa.org/about/safety-awards
http://www.ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2017-sponsors
http://www.ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2017-sponsors
http://www.ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2017
http://www.ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2017
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Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

ACCORDING TO NHTSA, 37,461 
people lost their lives on U.S. 
roadways in 2016, an increase 
of 5.6% from 2015. Each one of 
these deaths was preventable, 
and we know that the proven 
formula of strong laws, enforce-
ment and education can change 
behavior and save lives.
 
Here at GHSA, we pledge to 
continue working with our mem-
bers, partners and friends toward 
the ultimate goal of zero deaths. 
One of the best ways we can do 
this is to share best practices 
and learn from each other, and 
face-to-face interaction is still 
the best way to accomplish this. 
I was so pleased to witness this 
idea sharing first-hand at our re-
cent event in Louisville, Kentucky.

But just because another success-
ful Annual Meeting is now behind 
us doesn’t mean GHSA is putting 
the brakes on advancing the safety 
agenda. Quite the contrary: we still 
have three events on the horizon 
before the end of the year!

First, back for the first time since 
2011, NHTSA’s 2017 Strategic 
Communications Forum (Oct. 
30 — Nov. 1 in Arlington, Virginia) 
will help SHSOs and their part-

ners optimize year-round commu-
nications plans and network with 
colleagues and communications 
experts from around the country. 

Just two weeks later, Nov. 13-15 
in Linthicum Heights, Maryland, 
the National Law Enforcement Li-
aison Training Conference, funded 
by the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
will provide LELs with oppor-
tunities to network with their 
counterparts across the country, 
participate in high-quality training 
sessions on best practices, and 
hear from leading experts about 
the most pressing issues in law 
enforcement and traffic safety. 

Meanwhile, in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, Nov. 14-16, GHSA will be 
hosting an Executive Seminar on 
Program Management for new 
Governor’s Representatives and 
Highway Safety Coordinators to 
help them hone management 
skills, learn from peers, and iden-
tify resources to maximize their 
programs’ effectiveness.

Here in Washington, the Federal 
Fiscal Year (FFY) 2018 began 
on October 1, under a Continuing 
Resolution funding the govern-
ment at FFY 2017 levels until 

December 8 and authorizing the 
release of 18.9% of full-year 
funding. Meanwhile, Congress 
is ironing out details for autono-
mous vehicle legislation. On the 
regulatory side, GHSA continues 
to encourage NHTSA to issue a 
Final Rule governing the highway 
traffic safety programs that will 
streamline and improve the high-
way safety planning process.

In other news, I am excited to 
announce that GHSA is launching 
a new project under contract with 
NHTSA to enhance and support 
law enforcement and highway 
safety office interactions. This 
task will include an assessment 
of the current landscape, a series 
of meetings with subject matter 
experts to identify issues and op-
portunities to improve interactions 
between the two groups, and a 
final report with recommendations.

Last, but certainly not least, I am 
delighted to welcome eight new 
Associate Members, listed below, 
into the GHSA fold. On behalf 
of all of our State Members, we 
look forward to working with you 
to improve traffic safety!

GHSA Welcomes New Associate Members:  
101 Research LLC  l  Casanova Powell Consulting  l  Citywide Law Group   
Diagnostic Driving, Inc.  l  Dynamic Messages, LLC  l  Injury Trial Lawyers, APC   
Lyft  l  The MITRE Corporation

A list of all GHSA Associate Members and information on how to join is available  
at ghsa.org/about/associate-members. 

We still 
have three 
events on 

the horizon 
before the 
end of the 

year!

www.ghsa.org
http://ghsa.org/about/associate-members


4Governors Highway Safety Association  |  444 North Capitol Street  |  Suite 722  |  Washington, DC 20001-1534
(p) 202.789.0942  |   www.ghsa.org  |   twitter: ghsahq  |  October 2017 Issue

in Highway Safety
Directions

Contents

From 
Washington
President Trump 
Nominates DOT 
Leadership

WITH U.S. DOT’S POLITICAL 
leadership in place, the Trump 
Administration has begun nomi-
nating staff to take the reins at 
the U.S. DOT’s various agencies.

Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) Administrator nominee 
Paul Trombino is an acquaintance 
to GHSA and a well-known figure 
in transportation. Trombino is 
president of McClure Engineer-
ing Company, former president 
of AASHTO, vice-chair of the 
Transportation Research Board 
Executive Committee, and 
headed the Iowa Department of 
Transportation.

The candidate to lead the Fed-
eral Motor Carrier Safety Admin-
istration (FMCSA) is Ray Marti-
nez. No stranger to the SHSOs or 
GHSA, Martinez currently serves 
as chief administrator of the New 
Jersey Motor Vehicle Commis-

sion and was previously the com-
missioner of the New York State 
Department of Motor Vehicles.

At NHTSA, new Deputy Adminis-
trator (and Acting Administrator) 
Heidi King joins the Administra-
tion from GE Capital, where she 
led its Global Environmental Risk 
management team. Previously, 
King served as Chief Economist 
for the U.S. House Committee 
on Energy and Commerce and 
supervised federal environmental 
regulation at the U.S. Office of 

Management and Budget during 
the Obama Administration. 

The U.S. Senate must confirm 
Trombino’s and Martinez’s nomi-
nations, but King has already as-
sumed her position. No candidate 
for NHTSA Administrator has 
been announced yet. 

GHSA is excited to collaborate 
with U.S. DOT’s growing lead-
ership team to advance traf-
fic safety. 

(left to right) Candidate to lead the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA), Ray Martinez; at NHTSA, new Deputy Administrator Heidi King; and 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Administrator nominee Paul Trombino.

Fatalities Jump 
5.6% in 2016
 
THE NUMBERS ARE IN, AND 
NHTSA reports 37,461 people 
lost their lives on U.S. roadways 
in 2016. This represents an 
increase of 5.6% from 2015, 
after an 8.4% spike from 2014 
to 2015.
 
The perennial problems of booze, 
belts and speed still top the list 
of factors contributing to traf-

37,461 people 
lost their 

lives on U.S. 
roadways 

in 2016, an 
increase of 

5.6% over 2015

fic deaths. Drunk driving and 
speeding were involved in 28% 
and 27% of fatalities, respec-
tively. And almost half (48%) of 
the passenger vehicle occupants 
killed in 2016 with known re-
straint use were not buckled up.
 
Pedestrian and bicyclist fatali-
ties are at their highest num-
bers since 1990 and 1991, 
respectively. Pedestrian fatalities 
increased by 492, a 9% increase 
and one that GHSA predicted in 

its March 2017 spotlight publica-
tion. Looking at trends over time, 
the biggest change in the past 
decade has been the growth in the 
proportion of non-vehicle occupant 
fatalities (pedestrians, bicyclists, 
etc.), which now represent nearly 
one in five traffic deaths, com-
pared to 13% in 2007.
 
Access NHTSA’s 2016 Traffic 
Safety Facts Research Note at 
http://bit.ly/2yaFGoS.

www.ghsa.org
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Assessing DUI  
License Suspension

DOES THE LENGTH OF AN AD-
ministrative license revocation 
(ALR) matter when it comes to 
DUI? The research organiza-
tion NORC at the University of 
Chicago and Pacific Institute for 
Research & Evaluation (PIRE) set 
out to answer this by examining 
national fatality data in states 
with and without ALR laws. In 
states with ALR laws, suspects 
can have their licenses immedi-
ately suspended or revoked, but 
the lengths vary greatly.

This study found a greater 
proportion of fatal drunk driving 
crashes in states without ALR 
laws. In states with ALR laws, as 
the suspension period increases, 
from 1-30 days up to 181 days or 
more, the ratio of drinking drivers 
to nondrinking drivers in fatal 
crashes shortens considerably, 
suggesting longer ALR is having 
an effect. The study also looked 
at a similar ratio between intoxi-
cated (BAC>.08) and nondrink-
ing (BAC=.00) drivers, but found 
a lesser effect. This suggests 

that longer ALR periods gener-
ally deter drinking and driving, 
but less definitively discourage 
illegal drunk driving. 

The research also finds that ALR 
laws and suspension lengths 
have a significant general deter-
rent effect (the impact of the 
threat of legal punishment on the 
public at large), but no specific 
deterrent effect (the impact of 
actual legal punishment on those 
who are apprehended). This 
aligns with research on the ef-
ficacy of many other drunk driv-
ing interventions where general 
deterrence is evident but specific 
deterrence is more difficult to 
demonstrate.

Ultimately, this study does offer 
evidence that ALR and longer 
ALR periods have value, but the 
authors note that ALR is only 
one of many tools to combat 
impaired driving. States should 
consider ALR in the context of 
other countermeasures, including 
the use of ignition interlocks for 
all offenders.

Access the abstract at http://bit.
ly/2fEWA48.

Governors Take on 
Transportation Tech

THE INTERSECTION OF TECH-
nology and transportation not only 
dominates today’s headlines but 
over the next year will also drive 
policy among the nation’s gov-
ernors. The chair of the National 
Governors Association (NGA), 
Nevada Governor Brian Sandoval, 
is leading a new NGA initiative 
– “Ahead of the Curve: Innova-
tion Governors” – to develop new 
tools, partnerships, and policies 
for the governors to promote 
technological innovation in energy 
and transportation. 

Jeff McLeod, Director of the NGA 
Center for Best Practices’ Home-
land Security and Public Safety 
Division, previewed Sandoval’s 
initiative during a presentation at 
the 2017 GHSA Annual Meet-
ing. Planned activities include 
“Governor Dialogues,” podcasts, 
videos, and two Innovation Sum-
mits. The Transportation Innova-
tion Summit will coincide with 
the 2018 Consumer Electronics 
Show January 10-12, 2018 in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. (An energy 
summit took place October 4-5 in 
Denver.) Finally, NGA will convene 

Ultimately, this 
study does offer 

evidence that 
ALR and longer 

ALR periods 
have value.

NGA’s Jeff McLeod 
outlines the new 
initiative at GHSA’s 
2017 Annual Meeting.
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a one-day Experts Roundtable in 
May 2018 in Washington, D.C. to 
finalize energy and transportation 
Innovation Roadmaps.

Expect the transportation side 
of the initiative to examine all 
the new ways in which technol-
ogy is transforming mobility and 
safety, including drones, electric 
vehicles, connected and autono-
mous vehicles, and on-demand 
ridesharing. 

For more information, visit 
https://ci.nga.org/cms/ahead-
ofthecurve.

AAA Finds In-Car Tech 
Still Distracting

NEW TECHNOLOGY IN YOUR 
dashboard? Hands-free? Touch-
screen? Dynamic display? Ac-
cording to AAA, just because it’s 
there, doesn’t mean it’s safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety has released a new study 
documenting the risks posed by 
in-car distractions. 

Researchers found that many 
common dashboard interactions, 
including audio/entertainment 
controls, dialing and calling for 
voice communication, manual 
and hands-free texting, and 
destination-entry for navigation, 
make risky cognitive and visual 
demands of drivers. Texting and 
destination-entry were found to 
pose the most potential hazard. 
Researchers also examined the 
infotainment systems of 30 new 
2017 vehicles and found that 
while cognitive workload differs, 
all potentially pose dangerously 
moderate to high levels of dis-
traction.

Distracted driving is a per-
sistent traffic safety problem. 
While motorists continue to use 
smartphones behind the wheel, 
the auto industry is investing in 
efforts to encourage drivers to 
plug into hands-free dashboard 
systems designed to reduce risk. 
The AAA Foundation’s research 
shows that more work needs to 
be done, but AAA aims to col-
laborate with OEMs to design 
safer car hardware and software. 
To this end, the AAA Founda-
tion and the University of Utah 
are hosting a technical forum in 
Salt Lake City November 7-8 to 
jointly plan future research with 
industry representatives.

Learn more at: http://bit.
ly/2wLTGRK.

IIHS Welcomes 
David Harkey

THE INSURANCE INSTITUTE 
for Highway Safety and Highway 
Loss Data Institute (IIHS-HLDI) 
announced that Dr. David L. Har-
key will become its new presi-
dent in January 2018. Dr. Harkey, 
currently director of the Univer-
sity of North Carolina Highway 
Safety Research Center, is one 
of the leading figures in the high-
way safety research community. 

Dr. Harkey has more than 30 
years of experience in transpor-
tation safety and has managed 
dozens of research projects, 
articles, and reports for NHTSA, 
FHWA, NCHRP, state depart-
ments of transportation, and 
other private and public sector 
sponsors. Further, Dr. Harkey is a 
member of the NC DOT Ex-
ecutive Committee for Highway 
Safety, which is responsible for 
North Carolina’s SHSP.

Dr. Harkey will succeed Dr. Adri-
an K. Lund, the 2017 winner of 
GHSA’s James J. Howard High-
way Safety Trailblazer Award, 
who will retire after a prestigious 
36-year career at IIHS-HLDI, 
with 11 years as president.

www.ghsa.org
https://ci.nga.org/cms/aheadofthecurve
https://ci.nga.org/cms/aheadofthecurve
http://bit.ly/2wLTGRK
http://bit.ly/2wLTGRK
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State of 
the States

 
Lyft and WRAP Partner 
to Curb Drunk Driving

POPULAR RIDE-HAILING COM-
pany Lyft is playing a big part in 
ensuring residents in the Wash-

ington, DC area can get home 
safely. In 2017, Lyft teamed up 
with the Washington Regional 
Alcohol Program (WRAP), a 
nonprofit partner of the DC, 
Maryland, and Virginia highway 
safety offices that offers inno-
vative public health education 
programs designed to prevent 
alcohol-impaired driving.

This new partnership builds upon 
WRAP’s award-winning program 
SoberRide®, which provides a 
discounted safe ride service to 
prevent drunk driving. Since its 
inception in 1993, SoberRide 
has provided 67,991 rides home 
to potential drunk drivers in the 
Greater Washington area. By 
working with Lyft in 2017, Sober-
Ride has seen its ridership nearly 
triple, facilitating close to 1,700 
rides on major drinking holidays 
including St. Patrick’s Day, Cinco 
de Mayo, and Fourth of July.

The Lyft/WRAP partnership 
has resulted in a 193 percent in-
crease in the number of potential 
drunk drivers removed from DC, 
Maryland and Virginia’s shared 
roadways this year alone. Hun-
dreds of passengers who had 
never previously used Lyft now 
have access to safe, reliable, and 
affordable rides.

Learn more at www.wrap.org/
soberride/.

Ohio Pilots Portable 
Driver Simulator

THE OHIO BUREAU OF MOTOR 
Vehicles (BMV) is taking an in-
novative approach to the driver 
licensing process, becoming the 
first state to pilot portable driver 
simulator systems to assess 
driving skills prior to road tests. 
(continued on page 8)

The 
partnership 
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a 193 percent 
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of potential 
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DC, Maryland 
and Virginia’s 
roadways this 

year alone.

New State Member  
Round-up

SEVERAL STATES HAVE NEW GOVERNOR’S 
Highway Safety Representatives or Highway 
Safety Coordinators. Here is a quick rundown:

Brian Blanchard, the Assistant Secretary of 
Engineering and Operations at the Florida De-
partment of Transportation, has been designated 
as the state’s Governor’s Representative. Lora 
Hollingsworth continues to direct the highway 
safety office.

In New Hampshire, Captain John Marasco is 
the Granite State’s latest Highway Safety Com-
mander, under the direction of Department of 
Safety Commissioner and Governor’s Represen-
tative John J. Barthelmes.

Both “North” states have new Governor’s Rep-
resentatives as well. Mark Ezzell now directs 
the North Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety 
Program. And Thomas Sorel is the new Governor’s 
Representative and Director for the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation, where Karin Mon-
geon remains head of the Safety Division.

Rounding out the list are changes in Ohio and 
New Mexico. Herbert Homan is now Highway 
Safety Commander in Ohio, and Franklin Garcia 
has been selected as New Mexico’s Traffic Safety 
Director. Felice Moretti and Michael Sandoval con-
tinue to serve their states of Ohio and New Mexico, 
respectively, and as Regional Representatives on 
the GHSA Board of Directors. 

Access the “real time” member directory at 
http://my.ghsa.org. 

www.ghsa.org
http://www.wrap.org/soberride/
http://www.wrap.org/soberride/
http://my.ghsa.org
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State of 
the States

Georgia is 
also using a 
mobile app 

to assist 
in driver’s 
education 
– this time 

for parents.

Developed through a partnership 
between the Ohio Department 
of Public Safety (ODPS), the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadel-
phia (CHOP) and The Ohio State 
University as part of the Drive 
Toward a Safer Ohio initiative, 
the driver simulators provide a 
pretest assessment of new driv-
ers, assuring they are capable of 
performing basic driving skills. 
The simulators test applicants on 
their ability to respond to events 
such as traffic stops, stop lights, 

emergency vehicles and cross 
walks. In addition, the scenarios 
in each simulation are random-
ized to avoid predictability.

First-time drivers can often pose 
serious risks on the road — even 
during licensing exams. The 
simulators are intended “as safety 
screeners emulating ‘real driving’ 
conditions for first time driver tes-
ters before they proceed with the 
maneuverability and skill testing,” 
said Don Petit, BMV Registrar.

The pilot program has been 
implemented at one Columbus, 
Ohio driver examination sta-
tion. Currently, the assessment 
scores obtained do not affect 
the ability to obtain a driver’s 
license, rather providing diag-
nostic data to BMV and CHOP. 
The simulator also made an ap-
pearance at ODPS’s State Fair 
booth this past summer, giving 
the public a chance to see and 
test the system in person. 

States Step into 
Mobile App Space

AS AMERICAN CULTURE BE-
comes increasingly tied to tech-
nology, three states are harness-
ing the power of mobile apps to 
help create safer roads.

Pennsylvania now allows teens 
and novice drivers to complete a 
driver’s education theory course 
via Aceable. The app features 
360-degree animated virtual 
reality courses, helping new driv-
ers learn skills like checking 
blind spots, parallel parking and 
analyzing intersections.

Though Pennsylvania does not 
require teens to fulfill a theory 
course, the portable nature of 
Aceable may increase its appeal 
and ultimately help new drivers 
become more prepared to hit 
the road.

Georgia is also using a mobile 
app to assist in driver’s education 
– this time for parents. The app, 
AutoCoach, is the result of col-
laboration between the Georgia 
Governor’s Office of Highway 
Safety and the Shepherd Center.

AutoCoach gives parents tips on 
coaching their children through 
the learning stage of Gradu-

ated Driver’s Licensing. The app 
includes advice on teaching key 
skills such as parallel parking, 
driving on highways, managing 
intersections and understanding 
traffic controls. A version of the 
app geared toward parents of 
children with cognitive issues such 
as autism is also in the works.

The Oregon Department of 
Transportation, meanwhile, is 
using a mobile app to combat 
distracted driving. The Drive-
Healthy campaign allows teams 
of Oregonians to compete to 
see who can keep their phones 
locked while driving. Whether its 
schools, community groups, or 
families, everyone can get in on 
the competition through the free 
LifeSaver app.

In addition to the app, the Drive-
Healthy website provides local 
advocates with toolkits and re-
sources to help them rally against 
distraction in their own commu-
nities and encourage healthier 
driving throughout the state.

www.ghsa.org
http://www.drivehealthy.org/
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OCT. 15 – 21

National Teen Driver Safety Week
trafficsafetymarketing.gov

OCT. 18

Ford DSFL Training
Montgomery, Alabama
bit.ly/DSFL-AL

OCT. 21 – 22

Ford DSFL Training
Atlanta, Georgia
bit.ly/DSFL-GA

OCT. 30 – NOV. 1

Strategic Communications Forum
Arlington, Virginia
strategiccommforum.com

NOV. 13 – 15

National LEL Training  
Conference
Linthicum Heights, Maryland
bit.ly/LEL-conf
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