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2O17
Secretary Chao addresses  
GHSA Annual Meeting attendees.

●● January – 
GHSA supports 
the nomination 
and confirmation 
of the new U.S. 
DOT Secretary 
Elaine L. 
Chao. GHSA 
participates in 
the TRB’s 2017 
conference.

●● February – GHSA releases a first-
of-its-kind report to help states 
engage in autonomous vehicle 
(AV) safety and policy discussions. 
Ford Driving Skills for Life begins 
its annual national tour with a stop 
in Miami, Florida, the first of 13 
cities visited throughout 2017.

●● March – In a report 
on pedestrian safety, 
GHSA forecasts 
a sharp spike in 
pedestrian fatalities 
in 2016. GHSA meets 
with NHTSA leadership 
to discuss revisions 
to the Traffic Records 
Assessment Advisory.

Highway
Safety Year 
in Review

www.ghsa.org
http://www.ghsa.org/resources/spotlight-av17
http://www.ghsa.org/resources/spotlight-peds17
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●● September – At its 2017 
Annual Meeting in Louisville, 
Kentucky, GHSA and a record 
number of attendees explore 
Highway Safety in a New 
Era. U.S. DOT Secretary 
Chao delivers an opening 
keynote address. 

●● October – GHSA and NHTSA 
co-host the 2017 Strategic 
Communications Forum, which 
brings together highway safety 
communicators from 38 states 
to discuss the latest trends, 
successes, and challenges.

●● November – Twenty-seven 
new SHSO leaders gather in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico for 
GHSA’s Executive Seminar. 
The National Law Enforcement 
Liaison Program hosts a 
national conference attended 
by more than 100 LELs from 
across the country. GHSA 
submits comments on U.S. 
DOT’s strategic plan and 
NHTSA’s AV policy v2.0. GHSA 
and NHTSA kick-off a new 
research project on supporting 
the relationship between State 
Highway Safety Offices and 
law enforcement.

●● December – GHSA members 
implement law enforcement 
and education campaigns 
to keep drunk and drugged 
drivers off the roads during 
the holiday season. GHSA 
reiterates the need for a 
FAST Act final rule and 
submits new feedback on 
revisions to the Traffic Records 
Assessment Advisory.

●● April – Through funding from 
Responsibility.org, GHSA 
publishes an update to its 2015 
drug-impaired driving report. 
GHSA representatives join a 
workgroup to revise NHTSA’s 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 
Assessment Advisory.

●● May – GHSA kicks off its first 
year of drowsy driving grants 
with the National Road Safety 
Foundation, providing $75,000 
in funding to five states: Iowa, 
Maryland, Nevada, New York, 
and Tennessee. 

●● June – Ford DSFL and GHSA 
announce the recipients (Georgia, 
Montana, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire, and New York) of 
2017’s teen safe driving grants, 
marking 10 years of the state 
grant program. The National 
Cooperative Research and 
Evaluation Program releases a 
report on the impact of marijuana 
legalization on DWI systems.

●● July – GHSA applauds the 
NTSB for its report highlighting 
the dangers of speeding. GHSA 
submits comments to NHTSA 
calling for a FAST Act final rule 
to govern the highway safety 
grant programs.

●● August – With support from 
State Farm®, GHSA publishes 
a report on bicyclist safety, 
analyzing national data and 
providing action steps to help 
prevent motor vehicles collisions 
with bicyclists. GHSA meets with 
NHTSA leadership to reinforce 
the need for a FAST Act final rule. 
NHTSA releases the 5th edition 
of MMUCC (the Model Minimum 
Uniform Crash Criteria), co-
developed by GHSA.

2O17Highway
Safety Year  
in Review

A Right to the Road

Understanding & Addressing  

Bicyclist Safety

®

This report was made possible by a grant from

Impact of the  Legalization and Decriminalization of Marijuana 
On the DWI System

A Study  
Conducted  

Under NCREP — 
The National  

Cooperative  
Research and 

Evaluation  
Program

Highlights From  The Expert Panel Meeting

DRUG-
IMPAIRED 
DRIVING

®

A GUIDE FOR STATES
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www.ghsa.org
http://www.ghsa.org/resources/drugged-driving-2017
http://www.ghsa.org/resources/news-releases/ncrep-0617
http://www.ghsa.org/resources/bicyclist-safety2017
https://www.nhtsa.gov/about-mmucc
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Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

THE END OF THE YEAR IS THE 
perfect time to reflect on the 
undertakings of the past twelve 
months and begin planning for 
the year ahead.

I’m proud of all that GHSA has 
accomplished in 2017. Whether 
it’s producing research reports 
on hot-button topics, providing 
a record level of grant funding 
to states, or collaborating with 
federal, nonprofit and private-
sector organizations, we con-
tinue to work toward zero deaths 
through leadership, partnerships 
and advocacy. Our cover story, 
a 2017 highway safety “Year in 
Review,” provides a snapshot of 
Association activities from Janu-
ary through December.

Most recently, on the federal 
front, we continue to call for U.S. 

GHSA Welcomes New Associate Members:  
Driver Knowledge  ●● messageLOUD  ●● Kentucky Distillers’ Association

A list of all GHSA Associate Members and information on how to join is available  
at ghsa.org/about/associate-members. 

Whether it’s 
producing 

research reports 
on hot-button 

topics, providing 
a record level 

of grant funding 
to states, or 

collaborating with 
federal, nonprofit 

and private-sector 
organizations, 
we continue to 

work toward zero 
deaths through 

leadership, 
partnerships 

and advocacy.

DOT to issue a timely final rule 
to give states the guidance they 
need to plan and conduct their 
highway safety programs. We are 
working with an informal coali-
tion of other state organizations 
on favorable autonomous vehicle 
legislation that strikes a balance 
between state and federal roles 
and prioritizes safety. We also so-
lidified our partnership with TRB 
to conduct research on behalf of 
our cooperative research pro-
gram with NHTSA. More infor-
mation on this is forthcoming. 

Since our last newsletter, we have 
held (or co-hosted) three events: 
the Communications Forum here 
in the D.C. area in late October, 
the National LEL Training Confer-
ence in Maryland in mid-Novem-
ber, and an Executive Seminar for 
new state highway safety leaders 

in New Mexico at the same time. 
For states and partners who were 
unable to attend the Communica-
tions Forum, videos and materials 
are available at http://bit.ly/tsm-
commsforum.

In partnership news, the Ford 
DSFL national tour wrapped up 
with successful events in Ala-
bama, Georgia and Arizona, and 
the team has begun to sketch 
out stops for this coming year, as 
well as plans for another round 
of state grants. Our work with 
Responsibility.org is also going 
strong, with continued support 
for law enforcement training 
grants (see story on p. 4). And 
we are ramping up to offer addi-
tional funds for states to con-
tinue addressing drowsy driving 
in collaboration with The National 
Road Safety Foundation. 

But our work is far from over. As 
we all know, more people are 
being killed on our roadways. At 
GHSA, we resolve to continue 
working to improve traffic safety 
in 2018. In the meantime, I want 
to wish you and yours a safe 
and happy holiday season and 
look forward to working with you 
next year!

SHSO leaders 
convene in 

Albuquerque at 
GHSA’s Executive 

Seminar.

www.ghsa.org
http://ghsa.org/about/associate-members
http://bit.ly/tsm-commsforum
http://bit.ly/tsm-commsforum
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From 
Washington

Autonomous Vehicles Updates

THE ADVENT OF AUTONOMOUS 
vehicles (AVs) remains a priority 
for GHSA, which is still present-
ing its AV report (released in 
February) at high-profile meet-
ings and conferences across the 
country. GHSA’s 2017 Annual 
Meeting in September also fea-
tured a presentation from Waymo 
and panel discussion with Uber, 
Toyota, and MIT.

The federal government is taking 
steps toward a more clearly-
defined national policy frame-
work. GHSA offered supportive 
comments on U.S. DOT’s latest 
AV policy as the agency works 

on a version 3.0 for next year. 
Meanwhile, GHSA has weighed 
in on AV legislation advanced by 
both chambers of U.S. Congress. 
According to NCSL, 21 states 
to date have enacted legisla-
tion, and governors in five states 
have issued executive orders that 
establish legal frameworks and 
provide for testing and small-
scale deployment. 

Both automakers and the tech 
industry continue to invest 
heavily in this area (at least $80 
billion in the last three years, 
according to one estimate) and 
have announced several million- 

and billion-dollar partnerships 
and acquisitions this year. Cadil-
lac debuted its highly-anticipated 
SAE Level 2 Super Cruise sys-
tem, Uber and Waymo launched 
testing projects in Arizona, and 
NuTonomy is now testing in 
Boston. Both Atlanta, Georgia 
and Las Vegas, Nevada hosted 
self-driving shuttle service tests. 

Researchers continue to work 
to understand how to improve 
AV safety and performance, the 
impact of AVs on society, and the 
mixed public opinions about this 
technology. GHSA will produce ad-
ditional research on AVs in 2018.

Chair Jana 
Simpler 
announces 
another year 
of funding 
to train law 
enforcement 
officers to 
detect drug-
impaired 
drivers.

DUID Law Enforcement 
Grants Renewed for 2018

ON NOVEMBER 28, GHSA EX-
ecutive Board Chair Jana Simpler 
delivered remarks at the Foun-
dation for Advancing Alcohol 
Responsibility’s (Responsibility.
org) annual holiday event on 
Capitol Hill. With dozens of 
congressional staff and partner 

safety organizations in the room, 
Simpler described the impact 
of alcohol- and drug-impaired 
driving on traffic fatalities and 
announced another year of part-
nership with Responsibility.org to 
fund law enforcement drugged-
driver recognition training.

During the briefing, Responsibil-
ity.org presented its annual Kevin 
Quinlan traffic safety awards 
to recognize the contributions 
of individuals who have made a 
substantial impact within the field 
of traffic safety. Congratulations 
to the following well-deserving 
individuals:

●● Chief Mike Brown,  
Alexandria (Virginia)  
Police Department 

●● Glenn Davis, Highway 
Safety Director,  
Colorado DOT

●● Ali Edelstein, Director 

of Social Responsibility, 
Kentucky Distillers’ 
Association

●● Alex Etchen, Professional 
Staff, U.S. House 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee

●● Tommy Hayes, Policy 
Partnerships Manager, Lyft

●● Jared Olson, Idaho Traffic 
Safety Resource Prosecutor

At the event, Responsibility.org 
unveiled a humorous PSA star-
ring basketball legend Shaquille 
O’Neal, who encourages motor-
ists to “Drive Like You Give a 
#&%!.” Ford Driving Skills for Life 
was also on-hand to demonstrate 
its state-of-the-art drugged driv-
ing suit, which shows the wearer 
how drug impairment can slow 
movement, reduce coordination, 
blur vision and make simple driv-
ing tasks quite difficult.

www.ghsa.org
http://www.ghsa.org/resources/spotlight-av17
https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.dot.gov/files/documents/13069a-ads2.0_090617_v9a_tag.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4gEcekjjlc
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?DID YOU 
KNOW

CDC: Rural Drivers 
at Greatest Risk

NEW RESEARCH FROM THE 
Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) suggests that more work 
must be done in rural America 
to increase seat belt use and 
reduce traffic deaths and injuries. 

Researchers in the CDC’s Divi-
sion of Unintentional Injury Pre-
vention examined national 2014 
crash data and organized it by 
geography to better understand 
traffic safety disparities between 
rural and urban areas. These 
new findings confirm that rural 
residents have lower seat belt 
use rates, a higher percentage of 
unrestrained traffic deaths, and 
higher traffic death rates overall. 

The CDC urges rural communi-
ties to adopt evidence-based 
strategies to increase seat belt 
use, including adopting primary 
seat belt laws (associated with 
higher levels of seat belt use) 

and bolstering traffic enforce-
ment. SHSOs, for one, participate 
in the annual Click It or Ticket 
campaign and leverage grant 
funds for seat belt education and 
enforcement year-round.

Despite the inescapable fact that 
seat belt use saves lives, there 
remain a small percentage of 
drivers who do not always buckle 
up. This subset is grossly over-
represented in road deaths and 
disproportionately rural. CDC’s 
research illustrates where the 
safety community can target 
their efforts to encourage safe 
behaviors.

Download the full study at 
http://bit.ly/2wsxX1d.

11-Year-Old Works to 
Increase Bike Helmet Use

WITH BICYCLIST FATALITIES 
rising, one young advocate in 

Texas is taking safety into his 
own hands. Eleven year-old Gage 
Duke founded his nonprofit, Just 
Cuz Helmets Matter, to honor 
his cousin Allen Hall, who died 
in 2012 at the age of 15 after 
being hit by a truck while biking 
to school.

When he learned that his cousin 
may have survived had he been 
wearing a helmet, Duke was mo-
tivated to act. “After his funeral, 
when I saw other kids riding their 
bikes without helmets, it made 
me sad,” he said. “I started to 
realize that other kids just didn’t 
know how important it is to wear 
a bike helmet.”

In 2015, 54% of bicyclists killed 
were not wearing a helmet – a 
statistic Duke wants to change. 
Duke began his efforts with a 
2014 event to give helmets to 
kids at his school. Since then, 
the nonprofit has expanded 
through community partner-
ships, holding bike safety days to 
educate cyclists on the benefits 
of wearing a helmet every time 
they bike. The program continues 
to provide free helmets to those 
who need them.

Just Cuz Helmets Matter’s 
bike safety days have reached 
hundreds of community mem-
bers, and Duke shows no signs 
of pumping the brakes anytime 
soon: “Every time I see a rider 
without a helmet, I think of my 
cousin, Allen, and it reminds me 
that I need to keep working to 
tell everyone about how impor-
tant it is to wear a helmet.”

These new 
findings 

confirm that 
rural residents 

have lower 
seat belt use 

rates, a higher 
percentage of 

unrestrained 
traffic deaths, 

and higher 
traffic death 

rates overall.

www.ghsa.org
http://bit.ly/2wsxX1d
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State of 
the States

Delaware Warns of the  
“Most Dangerous Time of the Year”
THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS UPON 
us, and with it comes riskier 
roadways. This year, the Dela-
ware Office of Highway Safety 
(Delaware OHS) is warning driv-
ers of the tragic truth through an 
“It’s the Most Dangerous Time of 
the Year” campaign.

Part of Delaware OHS’s “Arrive 
Alive DE” efforts, this new cam-
paign emphasizes the need for 

drivers to practice safe behaviors 
across the board. “It’s the Most 
Dangerous Time of the Year” ad-
dresses not only alcohol-impaired 
driving but other key issues such 
as speed, distraction, pedestrian 
safety, and restraint use, as well.

To kick off the campaign, the 
Office of Highway Safety hosted 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony in late 
November with local and state 

“It’s the Most 
Dangerous Time 

of the Year” 
addresses not 

only alcohol-
impaired driving 

but other key 
issues such 

as speed, 
distraction, 
pedestrian 
safety, and 

restraint use, 
as well.

police as well as Wilmington 
Mayor Michael Purzycki. The 
event featured a larger-than-life 
snow globe depicting a festive 
holiday scene disrupted by a 
serious crash. Attendees were 
encouraged to sign a pledge and 
commit to driving and walking 
safely this holiday season.

The campaign has taken center 
stage on the Arrive Alive DE 
website, which includes graphics 
of wintery scenes destroyed due 
to crashes caused by danger-
ous driving behaviors, along with 
information on avoiding those 
behaviors and staying safe on 
the road.

Ultimately, this innovative cam-
paign has one key takeaway: 
“Don’t let a crash shake things up 
this holiday season.”

Ford DSFL State Grants in Action

THE RECIPIENTS OF FORD DRIVING SKILLS FOR 
Life’s (Ford DSFL) 2017 state grants are making 
life-saving progress as they implement a variety of 
teen safe driving efforts.

The Georgia Governor’s Office of Highway Safety 
will showcase the program during its bi-annual 
Youth and Young Adult Leadership Conference. 
Set for February 2018, the conference will bring 
together more than 200 student traffic safety advo-
cates from around the state.

Meanwhile, the Montana State Highway Traffic 
Safety Office has partnered with FCCLA Mon-
tana to provide grants for students to develop and 
execute traffic safety projects in their communities. 
Student projects include efforts to increase seat belt 
usage, combat teen distracted driving, and organize 
local Traffic Safety Months.

Nebraska DOT’s Highway Safety Office used its 
funds to host teen safe driving events in Lincoln 
and Omaha this fall. Activities included the Ford 
DSFL drunk driving suit, a rollover simulator, and 
a go-kart course demonstrating the dangers of 
distracted driving.

Working with the Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth 
Hitchcock, the New Hampshire Office of Highway 
Safety hosted a teen driver safety conference in 
October. Featured speakers – including a local 
police chief, a victim paralyzed in a crash, and a 
NASCAR driver – all discussed the importance of 
making good choices behind the wheel.

Finally, the New York Governor’s Traffic Safety Com-
mittee is using its grant to amplify the Coaches Care 
program, which encourages high school coaches to 
discuss safe driving behaviors with their athletes, by 
offering participating schools the chance to win cash 
prizes. Nearly 70 high schools are participating.

www.ghsa.org
https://www.arrivealivede.com/
https://www.arrivealivede.com/
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SAVE THE DATES!

DEC. 20

National LEL Program December Webinar:  
Data-Driven Approaches to Crime and Traffic Safety
bit.ly/NLELP-webinar1217

 
JAN. 7-11

2018 Transportation Research Board Annual Meeting
Washington, DC
trb.org/AnnualMeeting

 
JAN. 9-12

2018 Consumer Electronics Show
Las Vegas, NV
www.ces.tech

APR. 22-24

Lifesavers 2018 Conference
San Antonio, TX
lifesaversconference.org

AUG. 25-29

GHSA 2018 Annual Meeting
Atlanta, GA
ghsa.org/GHSA2018

www.ghsa.org
http://www.ghsa.org
https://twitter.com/search?q=GHSAHQ&src=typd
http://bit.ly/NLELP-webinar1217
http://www.trb.org/AnnualMeeting/AnnualMeeting.aspx
https://www.ces.tech/
https://lifesaversconference.org/
http://www.ghsa.org/GHSA2018

