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Story continues on page 2

FROM AUGUST 25-29, MORE THAN 600 HIGHWAY SAFETY 
professionals gathered in Atlanta for the GHSA 2018 Annual 
Meeting. GHSA’s best-attended conference yet, sessions cen-
tered on a theme of Joining Forces to Get to Zero: Partner-
ships in Traffic Safety.

GHSA Annual Meeting Attendees 
Join Forces to Get to Zero

A Publication of the 
GOVERNORS HIGHWAY  
SAFETY ASSOCIATION

Programming kicked off on 
Monday with a welcome from 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) Dep-
uty Administrator Heidi King, 
who emphasized her commit-
ment to maintaining open lines 
of communication between the 
states and NHTSA. GHSA was 
honored to have Georgia Gov-
ernor Nathan Deal speak at 
the Opening General Session 
to discuss his administration’s 
traffic safety accomplish-
ments. That afternoon, retired 
U.S. Air Force Colonel Nicole 

Malachowski inspired attend-
ees with stories of persever-
ance in the face of personal 
and professional adversity. 
The day finished with a panel 
considering how to better 
partner with law enforcement 
to advance traffic safety.

The following day began with 
a conversation showcas-
ing key GHSA partnerships. 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administrator Ray Martinez 
spoke about opportunities 
for states to promote com-

Top left: NBA legend and traffic safety advocate Shaquille O’Neal helps 
honor award winners. Top right: NHTSA Deputy Administrator Heidi 
King welcomes attendees. Bottom: Georgia Governor Nathan Deal (3rd 
from left) with (left to right) GA Department of Public Safety Col. Mark 
McDonough, GHSA Vice Chair Harris Blackwood and the Ford DSFL team.
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mercial vehicle safety, while Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety President David Harkey presented 
new research on the efficacy of reduced speed 
limits. That afternoon, GHSA honored individuals 
and organizations making outstanding contributions 
to highway safety with its Highway Safety Awards 
ceremony, which featured a special appearance 
by NBA Hall of Famer Shaquille O’Neal. Tuesday 
concluded with a reception at the World of Coca-
Cola, where attendees mixed, mingled, and enjoyed 
beverages from around the world.

Wednesday morning featured a roundtable discus-
sion on autonomous vehicle safety with remarks by 
U.S. DOT Under Secretary Derek Kan, who reiter-
ated the importance of strong research and data in 

GHSA Annual Meeting  
Attendees Join Forces  
to Get to Zero

deploying new technologies. The afternoon’s Closing 
General Session brought together a panel of former 
U.S. DOT officials to provide perspective on traffic 
safety advancements and persistent challenges.

Throughout the conference, workshops addressed 
critical safety issues and promising countermea-
sures, including impaired driving, state partnerships, 
pedestrian and bicyclist safety, and peer-to-peer 
education strategies.

Thanks to all of our attendees, members, exhibi-
tors, and sponsors who helped make the meeting a 
success. A full meeting agenda is available online 
here. For information on future conferences, sign 
up for GHSA’s Annual Meeting news list.

Treasurer Lee Axdahl (SD), Vice Chair Harris Blackwood (GA), 
Secretary Lauren Stewart (ME), and Chair Darrin Grondel (WA).

GHSA Elects New Board Officers

THE GHSA STATE HIGHWAY SAFETY OF-
fice members recently elected new leader-
ship to guide the Association throughout 
the coming year. Washington Traffic Safety 
Commission Director Dr. Darrin Grondel 
took the helm as Chair. Harris Blackwood, 
Director of the Georgia Governor’s Office of 
Highway Safety, and Lee Axdahl, Director of 
the South Dakota Office if Highway Safety, 
maintain their seats as Vice Chair and 
Treasurer, respectively. And Maine Bureau 
of Highway Safety Director Lauren Stewart 
serves as GHSA Secretary. Congratulations 
to the new leadership team!

Left: The 2018 
GHSA Highway 
Safety Award 
Winners. Right: 
Former GHSA 
Chair Jana Simpler 
leads a general 
session on law 
enforcement 
engagement.

www.ghsa.org
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Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

IT’S HARD TO BELIEVE THE AN-
nual Meeting was just one month 
ago, with so much happening 
between then and now and a pro-
ductive fall season ahead of us.

On the federal front, the U.S. 
Congress has struck a deal for 
next year’s budget for defense 
and a host of federal agencies, 
while extending FY 2018 spend-
ing levels for the remainder of the 
government until December 7. The 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
would be among those agencies 
subject to this continuing resolu-
tion. President Trump has agreed 
to sign the bill, thus avoiding a 
potential government shutdown.
Meanwhile, negotiators from both 
chambers are working separately 
to finalize the transportation bud-
get, which has been bundled with 
appropriations for several other 
agencies. However, disagree-
ments over policy are expected 
to prevent the bill from advancing 
before the end of the current fis-
cal year on September 30.

GHSA has provided specific rec-
ommendations to NHTSA toward 
improving its electronic grant plat-
form – the Grants Management 
Solutions Suite (GMSS) – and the 
states’ use of the system for next 
year’s Highway Safety Plans.

For GHSA, 
fall brings 

new federal 
relations 

activities, 
partnerships, 

staff, and 
office space. 

We have progress to report on 
a number of federal grants and 
programs. Our National Law 
Enforcement Liaison Program 
is about to enter its fourth year 
under our current five-year 
contract with NHTSA with a 
renewed focus on sharing ef-
fective programs and fostering 
LEL development and leadership. 
Through the Enhancing and Sup-
porting Law Enforcement and 
Highway Safety Office Interac-
tions project, we are building 
tools and resources to enhance 
relationships between SHSOs 
and state and local law enforce-
ment leaders. And the Transpor-
tation Research Board and its 
contractors are executing several 
research projects selected 
by the GHSA Executive Board 
through the Behavioral Traffic 
Safety Cooperative Research 
Program (BTSCRP).

A number of state members 
continue to implement private 
sector grants to address drug-
impaired driving, drowsy driving, 
and teen driving, and we just 
launched a new effort for states 
to partner with Lyft to encourage 
people to use rideshare to travel 
safely when impaired by alcohol 
or drugs. Read more about this 
on page 5.

GHSA is also gearing up for 
our Executive Seminar, October 
22-24 in Portland, Oregon. We’re 
expecting a large attendance at 
this year’s Seminar, which pro-
vides critical training for senior 
SHSO staff.

All this activity means we need to 
grow, both in terms of staff and 
office space. We are currently 
recruiting for an Operations and 
Finance Assistant who will assist 
with a number of financial and 
general operations activities. And 
in early 2019, we will hire a new 
communications team member.

Meanwhile, current staff is hard 
at work putting all the pieces in 
place for our upcoming office 
move on November 1. Our new, 
larger space will allow GHSA to 
continue to grow and thrive. We 
are excited about the opportuni-
ties that our new office space will 
bring and hope you will stop by 
the next time you are in D.C.!

●● Attorney Brian White & Associates

●● Clemson University Institute for  
Global Road Safety & Security 
 

GHSA 
Welcomes 
New
Associate 
Members 

Thank you for your support of the Association, and we look forward to working with you!

GHSA welcomes six new associate members: 
●● Gilley, Dandurand & Summerfield  

Law Group, LLP

●● Nancy J. Luther

●● Randall & Stump, PLLC

●● Joshua W. Glotzer, APC

www.ghsa.org
http://www.trb.org/BTSCRP/BTSCRPProjects.aspx
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From 
Washington

Ford DSFL Honors 
Unsung Heroes

THE FORD MOTOR COMPANY 
Fund hosted an event in Wash-
ington, D.C. on September 13 
to honor six unsung heroes of 
highway safety and celebrate the 
15th anniversary the Ford Driving 
Skills for Life program. 

The individuals recognized for 
their outstanding leadership 
and dedication to traffic safety 
were: Sandy Spavone, Execu-
tive Director, Family, Career, and 
Community Leaders of America 
(FCCLA); Andy Pilgrim, Founder, 
Traffic Safety Education Founda-
tion; Deputy Sheriff John Shal-
lenberger of Tazewell County 
Sherriff’s Office; Purnima Unni, 
Pediatric Trauma Injury Prevention 
Program Manager, Monroe Carell 
Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vander-
bilt; Martha Tessmer, Educational 
Outreach Coordinator for Impact 
Teen Driving; and Jacob Smith, 
Global Road Safety Activist. 

A number of traffic safety pro-
fessionals gathered to acknowl-
edge the important work done 
by these honorees to help make 
roads safer for everyone. At-
tendees were able to try on Ford 
DSFL’s simulation suits that show 

the danger of drugged, drunk 
or hungover driving and test out 
Wheel Swap, a virtual reality ex-
perience that promotes harmony 
between drivers and bicyclists.

New Traffic Records 
Options for States

ON AUGUST 24, NHTSA PUB-
lished its newly revised Traffic 
Records Assessment Advisory, 
which lays out the procedure for 
states to carry out a program as-
sessment of their traffic records 
systems. In response to almost 
18 months of GHSA advocacy 
and negotiation, the advisory 
introduces new flexibility that 
should ease state burdens.

States now have three options to 
perform an assessment in order 
to qualify for a federal Section 
405(c) traffic records grant:  

●● States may design their 
own assessments, which 
must articulate “comprehen-
sive” recommendations to 
improve the state’s traffic 
records system.

●● States may utilize a NHTSA-
designed self-assessment 
tool that will generate rec-
ommendations based on the 
states’ responses.

●● States may participate in 
NHTSA’s full peer assess-
ment process using the full 
Advisory.

GHSA will host a webinar for 
NHTSA to discuss the new Advi-
sory with states on October 9. 

NHTSA  
Welcomes  
Jamie Pfister

AS OF OCTOBER 1, JAMIE PFISTER 
assumes the role of NHTSA As-
sociate Administrator for Regional 
Operations and Program Delivery, 
filling the position previously held 
by Maggi Gunnels. Associate 
Administrator Pfister was formerly 
Director of the Federal Transit 
Administration’s (FTA) Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Author-
ity Safety Oversight Team, which 
provides special federal safety 
oversight of the Washington, D.C. 
metro-rail system. 

Associate Administrator Pfister 
has held several career leadership 
positions in the FTA since 2002, 
including: 

●● Deputy Associate Adminis-
trator of the FTA’s Office of 
Research, Demonstration, 
and Innovation.

●● Director, Office of Transit 
Programs, which is responsi-
ble for the allocation of FTA’s 
state formula and discretion-
ary grant programs.

●● Director, Office of Planning 
and Program Development 
for FTA Region 4, which 
is analogous to a NHTSA 
Regional Administrator. 

GHSA looks forward to working 
with the new Associate Adminis-
trator on the Grants Management 
Solutions Suite and the ongoing 
implementation of NHTSA’s high-
way traffic safety grants program.

Ford DSFL Global 
Program Manager 
Jim Graham, Andy 
Pilgrim, Sandy 
Spavone, John 
Shallenberger, 
Ford Fund Director 
of Community 
Development 
Pamela Alexander, 
Purnima Unni, 
Jacob Smith, 
Martha Tessmer, 
and GHSA 
Executive Director 
Jonathan Adkins.

www.ghsa.org
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812601
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812601
https://www.nhtsa.gov/document/traffic-records-assessment-self-assessment-tool
https://www.nhtsa.gov/document/traffic-records-assessment-self-assessment-tool
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?DID YOU 
KNOW

GHSA & Lyft Support  
Anti-Impairment Efforts

RIDE HAILING IS AN INCREAS-
ingly popular way to travel and 
can be a safe transportation 
alternative for anyone impaired 
by alcohol or drugs. To maximize 

The Human Role  
in AV Safety

AUTONOMOUS VEHICLE (AV) 
technology is rapidly advancing, 
and states must be ready to 
confront the challenges these 
vehicles may present as they 

GHSA and Lyft 
will provide 

funding to help 
three states 

encourage road 
users to get a 
safe ride this 

holiday season.

By analyzing market trends, the 
report finds that human drivers 
will share both the wheel and 
the road with AVs for decades 
to come, indicating that focus 
must remain on promoting better 
human driver behavior even as 
technology develops. Humans 
will continue to exert significant 
control over Level 1-3 AVs, and 
may still have the option to turn 
autonomous features on and off 
even in fully automated vehicles. 
Because of this, states will need 
to educate traditional human 
drivers on how to interact with 
autonomously-operated vehicles 
and at the same time ensure AV 
operators and passengers are 
aware of their responsibilities and 
the capacity of their vehicles.

The report, which was developed 
with input from an advisory panel 
of safety and industry experts, 
also examines current public 
opinion on AVs, recommends 
legislative actions for states to 
take as technology advances, and 
considers the impact autonomous 
vehicles will have on law enforce-
ment practices and procedures.

this potential, GHSA is excited 
to announce a new partnership 
with Lyft providing funding to 
help three State Highway Safety 
Offices encourage all road users 
to get a safe ride to their des-
tination and ultimately reduce 
holiday season crashes, injuries, 
and fatalities.

During the 2018 end-of-year 
impaired driving enforcement 
period, states receiving grants 

will run campaigns promoting us-
ing ride hailing services when too 
impaired to travel safely. Three 
states will be eligible to receive 
up to $20,000 each in the form 
of both direct funding and ride 
credits to provide road users with 
discounted rides to make sure 
everyone gets home safely. 

Applications are open now 
through October 5. Interested 
SHSOs can apply here.

Automated Vehicle Terminology and Levels

proliferate on our roads. GHSA’s 
latest report, Preparing for 
Automated Vehicles: Traffic 
Safety Issues for States, 
funded by State Farm®, outlines 
these issues and considers how 
State Highway Safety Offices 
(SHSOs) should approach them.

www.ghsa.org
https://fs8.formsite.com/ghsa/lyftgrants/index.html
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/AutomatedVehicles18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/AutomatedVehicles18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/AutomatedVehicles18
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State of 
the States

VA Debuts Drunk Driving 
Prevention Technology

ON SEPTEMBER 10, VIRGINIA 
Governor Ralph Northam 
launched Driven to Protect, a 
first-of-its kind campaign in col-
laboration with the Driver Alcohol 
Detection System for Safety 
(DADSS) program. DADSS 
deploys unobtrusive in-vehicle 
alcohol detection sensors to 
determine when a driver has 
a blood alcohol concentration 
(BAC) at or above the legal limit 
of 0.08 percent by measuring the 
ethanol level in a driver’s naturally 
exhaled breath.

Driven to Protect is a partner-
ship between the Automotive 
Coalition for Traffic Safety 
(ACTS) – a nonprofit organiza-
tion wholly funded by the world’s 
leading automakers, the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, the Virginia Department 
of Motor Vehicles, and James 
River Transportation, which is 
road testing the safety technol-
ogy now. Eventually, the system 
will be introduced to the driving 
public as a consumer option on 
the vehicles they purchase.

Learn more at  
dadss.org/virginia/.

DADSS deploys 
unobtrusive in-
vehicle alcohol 

detection sensors 
to determine 

when a driver has 
a blood alcohol 

concentration 
(BAC) at or above 

the legal limit. 

Oklahoma Teams Up 
on Alcohol Education

AS SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREAT-
ment and prevention is an essen-
tial part of combating impaired 
driving, the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Public Safety (DPS) is 
collaborating with another state 
agency to deliver a free alcohol 
education program – AlcoholEdu 
– to Oklahoma high school and 
college students. Provided by 
the Oklahoma Dept. of Mental 
Health & Substance Abuse 
Services, this interactive online 
learning platform helps students 
make smart decisions about 
alcohol and impaired driving.

Other State Highway Safety Of-
fices can consider partnership 
opportunities with their states’ 
lead substance abuse agencies 
to tackle underage drinking and 
driving, opioid-impaired driving, 
and other programmatic inter-
sections between substance 
abuse and traffic safety. To learn 
more about your state substance 
abuse agency, which manages 
publicly-funded addiction treat-
ment, prevention, and recovery 
service systems, access this list 
from the National Association of 
State Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Directors: http://nasadad.org/
ssa-web-sites/.

Missourians Encouraged 
to Buckle Up and 
Keep Phones Down 

THE MISSOURI DEPARTMENT 
of Transportation partnered up 
with the Missouri Coalition for 

Roadway Safety for a Buckle Up-
Phone Down campaign, which 
challenges Missourians to take 
two simple actions when getting 
in the car: putting on seat belts 
and making sure drivers’ phones 
are away.

Virginia Governor 
Ralph Northam at 
the September 10 
DADSS event in 
Richmond.

The campaign seeks to combat 
lack of belt use and distrac-
tion, two persistent traffic safety 
issues in the state. In 2016, 
62% of people killed in Missouri 
crashes were unbuckled, and the 
state’s texting ban applies only 
to drivers under 21. Buckle Up-
Phone Down encourages drivers 
and passengers to take safety 
into their own hands.

In addition to reaching indi-
viduals, the campaign asks state 
agencies and businesses to 
enact policies requiring employ-
ees to buckle up and refrain from 
cell phone use while traveling 
for work, a tactic that has seen 
significant success.

More information and campaign 
materials are available 
online at www.modot.org/
BuckleUpPhoneDown.

www.ghsa.org
https://www.dadss.org/virginia/
http://nasadad.org/ssa-web-sites/
http://nasadad.org/ssa-web-sites/
https://www.modot.org/BuckleUpPhoneDown
https://www.modot.org/BuckleUpPhoneDown
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from our 
perspective
A Comprehensive Vision 
with No Roadway Fatalities 
Requires Enforcement 
Technology
By Holly Cooper

AS STAKEHOLDERS FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR 
roads nationwide, Conduent deploys automated 
enforcement systems in areas where studies have 
shown that vehicle crashes and fatalities can be sig-
nificantly reduced — indicating that they are prevent-
able. The concept of Vision Zero has been around 
for years as an ongoing road safety strategy that 
aims to achieve a roadway system with no crashes. 
Proclamations are one thing, but extensive programs 
are difficult to achieve in practice. A comprehensive 
approach to zero fatalities proactively utilizes educa-
tion, engineering, and enforcement strategies. 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), 94 percent of major 
crashes are caused by human error. How do we 
reduce this number? Step one is education and 
making sure drivers understand the impact of their 
choices, particularly dangerous driving. A recent 
NHTSA study tells us that nearly one-third of all 
fatalities are speed-related. Further, a recent Insur-
ance Institute for Highway Safety study tells us 
a pedestrian hit by a vehicle traveling 40 miles per 
hour versus 20 miles per hour is four times more 
likely to die. The safety benefit should be compelling 
enough, but how do we fund the public outreach and 
education? 

Step two is traffic engineering, from evaluating 
the state of our roadways to examining the environ-
ment in which drivers operate. Engineering plays 
an important role in curbing known areas of human 
error. For example, in recent years, traffic engineers 
have made improvements to road design to assist 
distracted drivers. This includes speed-calming 
measures such as trees, higher density building, 
and compelling signage. Additionally, separating 
road use has produced safety improvements with 
dedicated bus and bicycle lanes. Lastly, implement-
ing lower speed limits in urban areas and improving 

highway infrastructure are key components to the 
three pillars of traffic safety. 

The final component to traffic safety is en-
forcement. Whether it’s the targeted traditional law 
enforcement techniques or automated technologies 
such as photo enforcement, each have their purpose 
in a balanced approach. By implementing technol-
ogy solutions that support law enforcement efforts, 
agencies can incentivize safer driving practices while 
freeing up time and resources to be invested in other 
egregious crimes or broader safety programs. 

Enforcement typically plays the important role as 
the mechanism that enables governors to support 
the other pillars of Vision Zero. With the funds from 
enforcement, a state agency or municipality may 
choose to fund a study on the impact of speed-
ing to be shared at the next town hall, or they may 
choose to fund local crisis or mental health ser-
vices. Other municipalities may set aside funds to 
improve road design, separate grade-crossings, or 
widen sidewalks.

In addition, modern automated enforcement 
systems collect nuanced data that transportation 
officials can use to better understand why crashes 
occur. The technology can shed light on what hap-
pens in the leading seconds before an infraction or 
crash. This information can be used for grant appli-
cations to fund safety improvements. For example, 
the administration can glean that an intersection 
they had previously considered well-designed is a 
site of frequent, “near-misses,” which often get lost 
in the traditional traffic analysis. 

Enforcement technology can serve as the backbone 
supporting the engineering and education required 
in a far-reaching traffic safety initiative toward zero 
roadway fatalities. We look forward to continued 
partnership with the Governors Highway Safety As-
sociation to help assist states and communities in 
reaching their roadway safety goals.

Holly Cooper is Vice President and Portfolio 
Leader for Public Safety Solutions at Conduent 
Transportation.

www.ghsa.org
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SAVE THE DATE!

OCTOBER 2

Habits to Last a Lifetime: Pedestrian  
and Bicyclist Safety for Children
Webinar
bit.ly/GHSA-PBIC18

OCTOBER 6-7

Ford DSFL Training
Nashville, TN
drivingskillsforlife.com

OCTOBER 6-9

IACP Conference 2018
Orlando, FL
theiacpconference.org

OCTOBER 18

IIHS Impaired Driving Meeting
Ruckersville, VA
iihs.org/iihs/impairment-meeting-2018 

MARCH 31-APRIL 2, 2019

Lifesavers National Conference  
on Highway Safety Priorities
Louisville, KY 
lifesaversconference.org

www.ghsa.org
http://www.ghsa.org
https://twitter.com/search?q=GHSAHQ&src=typd
http://bit.ly/GHSA-PBIC18
https://www.drivingskillsforlife.com/
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