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A Publication of the 
GOVERNORS HIGHWAY  
SAFETY ASSOCIATION

●● January –  
With input from 
GHSA, the 
National Highway 
Traffic Safety 
Administration’s 
(NHTSA’s) Final 
Rule makes 
numerous 
changes relieving 
burdens on State 
Highway Safety 
Offices (SHSOs).

●● February –  
State data reveals a 
lack of progress in 
reducing pedestrian 
fatalities, and 
GHSA projects 
nearly 6,000 
pedestrians were 
killed in 2017. 
Final NHTSA data 
released later in the 
year confirms this.

Highway
Safety Year 
in Review

2018 has been a productive year for GHSA and our traffic safety partners.  
Take a look at our activities over the past 12 months:
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●● August – A State Farm®-
funded GHSA report 
focuses on human behavior 
as autonomous vehicles 
develop. 600+ attendees 
gather at GHSA’s 2018 Annual 
Meeting. Dr. Darrin Grondel of 
Washington State is elected 
GHSA Chair. 

●● September – Ford Driving 
Skills for Life and GHSA 
celebrate the program’s 15 
year anniversary and honor 
unsung heroes of highway 
safety. GHSA debuts updated 
Policies and Priorities guiding 
the Association.

●● October – GHSA publishes 
“Traffic Safety Impacts of 
Marijuana Legalization” 
to inform states of existing 
research as they consider 
legalizing recreational 
marijuana. NHTSA announces 
a 1.8% decline in traffic 
fatalities in 2017, ending a 
three-year trend of increasing 
deaths but demonstrating that 
much work remains to reach 
zero.

●● November – A new office for 
GHSA’s Washington, D.C. staff 
provides room for continued 
growth and expanded member 
services.

●● December – As the holidays 
approach, five states begin 
executing grants from GHSA 
and ride-hailing company Lyft, 
which provide states funds and 
ride credits to deter impaired 
road use.

●● March – GHSA participates 
in NHTSA’s summit to launch 
the agency’s drug-impaired 
driving initiative, demonstrating 
renewed commitment to 
tackling this growing issue.

●● April – The Lifesavers 
National Conference on 
Highway Safety Priorities 
features a presentation on 
GHSA’s “Guide for Effectively 
Partnering with State 
Highway Safety Offices,” 
explaining how SHSOs operate 
and offering examples of 
innovative partnerships.

●● May – A GHSA report 
identifies motorcyclists’ 
continued overrepresentation 
in traffic deaths. Memorial Day 
Weekend brings “Make It Click,” 
GHSA’s new partnership with 
Uber encouraging rear seat belt 
use. The first of 2018’s state 
grants are awarded as GHSA 
and the National Road Safety 
Foundation, Inc. fund drowsy 
driving prevention in five states. 
A drug-impaired driving 
report in partnership with 
the Foundation for Advancing 
Alcohol Responsibility 
(Responsibility.org) examines 
marijuana- and opioid-impaired 
driving.

●● June – Five states are awarded 
GHSA and Responsibility.org’s 
third year of grants to further 
drug-impaired driving detection 
and deterrence.

●● July – The 11th year of GHSA’s 
grants with Ford Driving Skills 
for Life kicks off as five states 
receive funding to bolster their 
teen safe driving efforts.

www.ghsa.org
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/AutomatedVehicles18
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2018-09/policies18.pdf
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2018-09/policies18.pdf
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/MarijuanaImpacts18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/MarijuanaImpacts18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/partnering18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/partnering18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/partnering18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/spotlight-motorcyclists18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/DUID18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/DUID18
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Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

AS OUR COVER STORY SO 
aptly illustrates, GHSA members 
and staff continue to collaborate 
on developing partnerships and 
resources to help us on the road 
to zero traffic fatalities. And now, 
thanks largely to many of you, 
we have more space and staff to 
move us further down this road.

On November 1, GHSA moved 
into a new building just two 
blocks north or our prior suite, 
where we had been headquar-
tered since 2009. Our new office 
will allow us to continue to grow 
and serve our membership. We 
hope that those of you who find 
yourselves in Washington, D.C. 
will stop by and visit.

At the same time, Mary Beth Lord 
joined our small but mighty team 
as GHSA’s new Finance and Op-
erations Assistant. Mary Beth has 
already been a great asset, assist-
ing Denise with all things finance-
related and helping facilitate the 
Association’s recent audit.

In federal news, Congress is con-
tinuing to fund U.S. DOT through 
a series of Continuing Resolu-
tions rather than finalize a full FY 
2019 budget. In the wake of the 
November 6 election, Congress 
is finalizing its transportation 

GHSA 
members and 
staff continue 
to collaborate 
on developing 

partnerships 
and resources 

to help us on 
the road to 
zero traffic 

fatalities.

leadership for the 116th Con-
gress, which is expected to begin 
discussions on a successor to 
the FAST Act. GHSA is analyzing 
the results of a member survey 
to prepare for the upcoming 
transportation reauthorization 
deliberations. 

GHSA has established a strong 
relationship with Jamie Pfister, 
NHTSA’s new Associate Admin-
istrator for Regional Operations 
and Program Delivery. With 
states looking forward to differ-
ent options to submit their FY 
2020 Highway Safety Plans, 
GHSA is working with NHTSA 
on ongoing improvements to its 
Grants Management Solutions 
Suite (GMSS). Finally, GHSA 
and NHTSA are planning a 
“virtual town hall” for the states in 
February that will feature Deputy 
Administrator Heidi King.

Meanwhile, GHSA staff, members 
and consultants are hard at work 
on a number of other programs 
and projects. Notably, we have 
awarded 26 grants to 21 State 
Highway Safety Offices in 2018, 
including five new impaired driving 
prevention grants through our bur-
geoning partnership with Lyft. See 
page 4 for a more complete look 
at all our state grant activities. 

As we close out 2018, I want to 
note how proud I am to serve 
such a passionate group of traffic 
safety professionals. I wish you 
and yours a safe and prosperous 
holiday season and look forward 
to our continued partnership in 
2019 and beyond!

Much of Team GHSA gathered for a recent training in Washington, D.C.

●● WagTree

●● Allen & Scofield Injury Lawyers, LLC

●● IN3 LLC

●● The Data Entry Company

GHSA 
Welcomes 
New
Associate 
Members 

Thank you for your support of the Association, and we look forward to working with you!

GHSA’s Board of Directors recently approved seven new associate members: 

●● BrakeAudit

●● Paul Padda Law

●● National Sheriffs’ Association

www.ghsa.org
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From 
Washington

National Summit on 
Rural Road Safety

ON DECEMBER 5, GHSA PRE-
sented on behavioral safety solu-
tions at the 2nd National Summit 
on Rural Road Safety as part of 
a panel on “doubling down on 
things that work.” Russ Martin, 
GHSA’s Director of Policy and 
Government Relations, joined 
representatives from the federal 
government and fellow transpor-
tation safety associations for a 
discussion on the application of 
proven highway safety counter-
measures in rural areas. 

From a behavioral traffic safety 
perspective, Martin highlighted 
common challenges for rural 
areas, including fewer program 
resources, smaller police depart-
ments, different risk perceptions 
among drivers and longer travel 
distances. Each traffic safety risk 
presents its own distinctive needs 
that rural areas must meet.

Many states are pioneering 
different approaches to custom-
ize behavioral programs to their 

Many 
states are 

pioneering 
different 

approaches 
to customize 

behavioral 
programs 

to their 
environment.

environment, by combining forces 
with multiple agencies, rethink-
ing how they use data to identify 
problems, and messaging unique 
rural constituencies like farmers 
and hunters.

Lifesavers Heads 
to Derby City 

FROM MARCH 31 TO APRIL 2, 
nearly 2,000 attendees will gather 
in Louisville, Kentucky to discuss 
hot topics in traffic safety dur-
ing the 2019 Lifesavers National 
Conference on Highway Safety 
Priorities. 

The agenda includes distracted 
and impaired driving; pedestrian 
and bicyclist safety; autonomous 
vehicle development; innovative 
communications strategies; traf-
fic law enforcement, and much 
more! And with a backdrop of 
the vibrant city of Louisville, this 
year’s conference is sure to be 
one for the books. Registration is 
now open. Learn more and lock 
in the early bird rate by January 
25 at lifesaversconference.org.

Grants Round-Up  

GHSA IS PROUD TO HAVE 
awarded a record number of 
grants to State Highway Safety 
Offices this calendar year. 
Through The National Road 
Safety Foundation, we provided 
funds to combat drowsy driving 
to Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
Montana, Nebraska and South 
Dakota. The South Dakota Office 
of Highway Safety completed a 
creative campaign this summer 
at the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally. 

The Foundation for Advancing 
Alcohol Responsibility grantees 
received funds to combat drug-
impaired driving. New York took 
an innovative approach, holding 
an oral fluid training work-
shop near Albany. Other states 
awarded DUID funds this year 
were Idaho, Minnesota, Rhode 
Island and Vermont. Meanwhile, 
Delaware, Louisiana, Montana, 
Nebraska and Tennessee all re-
ceived grants in partnership with 
the Ford Driving Skills for Life 
program to advance teen driver 
safety. Read about Delaware’s 
efforts at ghsa.org/resources/
DE-DSFL-grant18.

Most recently, GHSA debuted 
a new partnership with Lyft to 
combat impaired driving during 
this holiday season. California, 
Illinois, Louisiana, North Dakota, 
and Washington launched their 
campaigns to offer ride credits as 
a safer transportation alternative.

Stay tuned! As more states 
complete their projects, GHSA will 
continue to share their successes.

www.ghsa.org
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/SD-NRSF-grant18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/SD-NRSF-grant18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/NY-FAAR-grant18
https://www.ghsa.org/resources/NY-FAAR-grant18
http://ghsa.org/resources/DE-DSFL-grant18
http://ghsa.org/resources/DE-DSFL-grant18
http://debuted a new partnership with Lyft
http://debuted a new partnership with Lyft
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From 
Washington
New GHSA Resource 
on Traffic Safety and 
Marijuana Legalization

RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA IS 
now legal in 10 states and the 
District of Columbia, and it’s 
likely others will follow in the 
coming years. As states consider 
legalizing recreational marijuana, 
questions abound about traffic 
safety implications.

This October, GHSA released 
“Traffic Safety Impacts of 

As states 
consider 

legalizing 
recreational 

marijuana, 
questions 

abound about 
the impact 

legalization 
will have on 

traffic safety.

Ford DSFL 2019 Teen Driver Training 

THE FORD DRIVING SKILLS FOR LIFE (DSFL) TEAM 
is gearing up for its 2019 national tour. The plan 
is to kick things off in Florida, Texas and North 
Carolina in the first quarter of the year, with stops 
in New York, Massachusetts and Michigan in the 
spring. Summertime will take the team to Wash-
ington, Montana, Wyoming. The tour is currently 
slated to round out the year in Colorado, California, 
Tennessee and Arizona.

For more information and updates as the tour 
schedule solidifies, visit: drivingskillsforlife.com/
events-cat/events.

At Ford DSFL’s free advanced driver training events, teens 
get hands-on experience in a safe environment.

GHSA Partner Leadership Transitions

A NUMBER OF KEY GHSA PARTNERS ARE EXPE-
riencing changes in leadership. MADD has a new 
national president, Helen Witty, and a new CEO will 
be announced soon. 

Meanwhile, Chris Swonger has taken the reins 
as the new CEO at the Foundation for Advanc-
ing Alcohol Responsibility. Swonger is a longtime 
government affairs executive who will advance the 
organization’s mission to eliminate drunk driving 
and underage drinking.

Marijuana Legalization,” a four 
page guide to this issue. Analyz-
ing research from Colorado and 
Washington State, the guide 
shows that after recreational 
marijuana was legalized:

●● Marijuana use increased in 
both states.

●● THC presence (but not 
necessarily impairment) 
increased in drivers on the 
road and in arrested and 
crash-involved drivers in 
Washington.

●● No firm conclusions can be 
made as to whether crash 
rates changed in either state.

●● Fatal crashes involving 
marijuana increased in both 
states.

●● Surveys found many regular 
marijuana users believe 
marijuana doesn’t affect their 
driving, and will frequently 
drive “high.”

Access the guide at bit.ly/
GHSA-Impacts18. 

AASHTO also has a new staff leader. Jim Tymon, 
former staff director of the Highways and Transit 
Subcommittee of the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee and a senior advisor to 
Chairman Bill Shuster, will succeed Frederick “Bud” 
Wright as executive director beginning in January.

And National Safety Council President and CEO Deb-
bie Hersman recently announced she will step down 
in mid-January, assuming the role of Chief Safety 
Officer for self-driving technology company Waymo.

www.ghsa.org
http://drivingskillsforlife.com/events-cat/events
http://drivingskillsforlife.com/events-cat/events
http://ghsa.org/resources/MarijuanaImpacts18
http://ghsa.org/resources/MarijuanaImpacts18
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TENS OF THOUSANDS OF INJURIES – and thou-
sands of deaths – occur every year due to smart-
phone distracted driving.1 However, nearly 9-in-10 
people admit they do it.2 This reality is one that 
AT&T’s It Can Wait program has continued to ad-
dress since 2010.

●● In March 2018, It Can 
Wait launched a new 
virtual reality experi-
ence to bring the public 
face-to-face with the 
dangers of distracted 
driving and real-life 
stories of its conse-
quences. Visit ItCan-
Wait.com/VR to view 
the experience at home 
and share with family 
and friends.  

●● Always speak up. 57% 
of people are more 
likely to stop driving 
distracted if a friend or 
passenger pressures 
them to.2 That means 
half of people are just 
waiting for someone 
to tell them to stop! So 
#TagYourHalf, your bet-
ter half, your BFF, the 
one person you can’t 
live without, encourag-
ing them to stop driving 
distracted.

For more information about 
the It Can Wait move-
ment, visit ItCanWait.com. 
Together, we can make our 
roads safer for everyone.

1 U.S. Department of Transportation National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s Distracted Driving 2015 Report, Table 6
2 Online survey with 1,801 respondents (total distracted drivers n=1,559) conducted by Kantar Added Value. Data represented here were collected 
   January 2018-March 2018. National panel sample (ages 15-54, drive, and have a smartphone).

The Evolution  
of the It Can Wait 
Movement

In 2013, the Governors High-
way Safety Association (GHSA) 
joined forces with AT&T’s It Can 
Wait program to raise awareness 
and put an end to texting while 
driving. Since then, distracted 
driving has become more perva-
sive and now doesn’t just include 
texting but accessing social 
media and even video chatting. 
As a leader in the space, the It 
Can Wait movement has worked 
to get in front of these trends by 
expanding beyond just texting 
to include the other smartphone 
driving distractions that have 
emerged as our relationships 
with our devices have changed.

In November, AT&T teamed up 
with Bird, a leader in the e-scoot-
er sharing space, to bring atten-
tion to the dangers of “scooting 
distracted” (see blog here). This 
collaboration marked an exten-
sion of the It Can Wait message 
to new forms of transportation 
and provided another opportu-
nity to raise awareness of the 
dangers with new generations of 
drivers and riders. The program 
looks forward to collaborating 
with more corporations that have 
a vested interest in safety in the 
upcoming year.

74% of drivers 
who have pledged 

are keeping their 
commitment to 

not use their 
smartphones 

behind the wheel.

This year, the It Can Wait 
Program celebrated a mile-
stone – over 34 million 
pledges to not drive distracted 
and counting. Results have 
shown that 74% of drivers 
who have pledged are keep-
ing their commitment to not 
use their smartphones behind 
the wheel.2 The campaign has 
also resulted in more than 24 
million downloads of the AT&T 
DriveMode app, which helps 
people curb the urge to use 
their phone while driving. 

Want to join the movement? 
Here’s how you can get in-
volved with It Can Wait and 
spread the message:

●● Take the pledge to not 
drive distracted at ItCan-
Wait.com, and share the 
pledge with your office’s 
employees and on your 
social media accounts with 
this sample tweet:
●❍ Anything that beeps, 
chimes, rings, pings, 
vibrates can wait. Take 
the #ItCanWait pledge 
to not drive distracted at  
www.ItCanWait.com. 
 

www.ghsa.org
http://ItCanWait.com/VR
http://ItCanWait.com/VR
http://ItCanWait.com
https://about.att.com/newsroom/2018/distracted_driving_two_wheels.html
http://ItCanWait.com
http://ItCanWait.com
http://www.ItCanWait.com
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?DID YOU 
KNOW

Blackfeet Tribe 
Addresses Impaired 
Driving

TO IMPROVE TRAFFIC SAFETY 
in tribal communities, Montana’s 
Blackfeet Tribe has implemented 
the Safe On All Roads (SOAR) 
initiative. SOAR aims to remedy 
two common dangerous traffic 
safety behaviors on the Blackfeet 
reservation: impaired driving and 
lack of seat belt use.

A recent SOAR project includes 
a set of videos titled: “Impaired 
Driving – A Blackfeet Crisis.” 
Formatted as both a short five-
minute introductory video and a 
more in-depth 20-minute video, 
“A Blackfeet Crisis” features 
personal, emotional interviews 
with tribe members who have 
lost loved ones to impaired driv-
ing as well as those who have 
driven impaired and suffered the 
consequences of a serious crash. 
The documentary-style filming 
offers a sense of the magnitude 
of the problem on the reserva-
tion and the need for a shift 
in the culture around impaired 
driving. To achieve this change, 

Documentary-
style filming 

offers a 
sense of the 

magnitude of 
the problem on 
the reservation.

For instance, many riders do 
not wear helmets, and en-
couraging helmet use in such 
a transient circumstance is 
difficult. Additionally, scooters 
follow different safety rules in 
different places depending on 
how state laws classify them: 
as motor vehicles, mopeds, 
electric bicycles, bicycles, or 
personal conveyances. Scoot-
ers also face different rules for 
where they are allowed – on 
the roadway, sidewalk, in bike 
lanes, or even Interstates. 

At least two high-profile 
fatalities involving scooters 
have been reported, along with 
some notable injury crashes. 
Anecdotally, there are many 
reported instances of danger-
ous scooter operation, such 
as failure to yield and unsafe 
speeds. The fatal crash foot-
print is likely relatively small 
and mostly focused where 
scooter services are available, 
and the risks of scooter use 
may be poorly reflected in any 
available data. 

Most regulation of scoot-
ers is happening on the local 
level where municipalities are 
setting up legal frameworks, 
temporarily or permanently 
banning them, or just waiting 
to see. While states have been 
slow to act, more discussion 
may occur when state legisla-
tures begin meeting in Janu-
ary. Some SHSOs have been 
contacted by partners seeking 
their perspective on e-scooter 
safety, so all should learn more 
about this emerging issue.

the videos focus on breaking the 
cycle for the next generation and 
improving youth education on 
the dangers of driving under the 
influence.

SOAR is managed by Eileen 
Henderson, an enrolled mem-
ber of the Blackfeet Tribe, and 
funded by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA). Access 
the introductory video here and 
the full video here.

Global Road Traffic 
Deaths Top 1.3 Million

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZA-
tion (WHO) has released “Global 
status report on road safety 
2018,” reporting the number of 
traffic deaths has reached 1.35 
million per year globally, with 
roadway injuries now the leading 
killer of people aged 5-29 years. 
The news is particularly grave for 
those on foot, bike or motorized 
2- or 3-wheelers. In fact, these 
vulnerable road users represent 
more than 54% of all traffic 
deaths globally.

Find the full report at bit.ly/
WHO-GlobalStatus.

On-Demand Scooters 
Demand Safety Strategy

NEW PAY-PER-MILE SCOOTER 
sharing systems are cropping up 
in urban centers across the coun-
try. While these services offer a 
convenient means of transpor-
tation, they also present some 
safety and regulatory challenges. 

www.ghsa.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrjM5KAct8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4gvsPasT3s
http://bit.ly/WHO-GlobalStatus
http://bit.ly/WHO-GlobalStatus
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Washington Campaign 
Seeks to Protect 
Motorcyclists

IN WASHINGTON STATE AND 
nationwide, motorcyclists are 
overrepresented in traffic fatali-
ties, making up just four percent 
of registered vehicles but ac-
counting for 15 percent of all 
road deaths from 2013 to 2017. 
To change this, the state’s Target 
Zero plan, led by the Washington 
Traffic Safety Commission, has 
created a series of videos titled 
“It’s a Fine Line.”

Based on the concept that it’s a 
fine line between the best ride 
ever and the last ride ever, the 
campaign focuses on some of 
the most frequent contributing 
factors to motorcyclist deaths, 
including speeding, running off 
the road, and impaired riding. 
Shared primarily through social 
media, the videos include public 
service announcements caution-
ing against dangerous behaviors, 
interviews with professional 
riders, and in-depth tutorials on 
motorcycle safety.

The campaign 
focuses on 

some of the 
most frequent 

contributing 
factors to 

motorcyclist 
deaths.

Recognizing that automobile 
drivers also have a role to play 
in motorcyclist safety, one of the 
campaign’s most recent videos 
features riders thanking drivers 
for taking steps behind the wheel 
to help keep motorcyclists safe, 
such as keeping safe following 
distances, making eye contact, 
driving sober and refraining from 
distraction. By reaching out to 
both drivers and riders, the “It’s a 
Fine Line” campaign makes clear 
that everyone has a role to play 
in keeping each other safe on 
the roads.

Find all campaign videos at 
itsafineline.com.

California Renews 
Focus on Pedestrian 
and Bicyclist Safety

THIS OCTOBER, THE CALIFOR-
nia Highway Patrol (CHP) 
launched a new effort focus-
ing on pedestrian and bicyclist 
safety, funded through a grant 
from the California Office of Traf-
fic Safety.

More than 1,000 bicyclists 
and pedestrians were killed in 
California in 2016, comprising 
29 percent of the state’s total 
road fatalities for the year. CHP’s 

efforts will combine public edu-
cation and law enforcement to 
improve motorist behavior around 
bicyclists and pedestrians, as 
well as promote safer biking 
and walking behaviors. Materials 
will specifically focus on ensur-
ing safety for children and the 
elderly. Additionally, the grant 
provides law enforcement of-
ficers the opportunity to undergo 
intensive training to improve 
their knowledge of bicyclist and 
pedestrian safety.

CHP’s efforts will span through-
out the coming year, concluding 
in September 2019.

Virginia Governor 
Prioritizes Highway 
Safety

THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
Motor Vehicles (DMV) is serving 
on the commonwealth’s Execu-
tive Leadership Team on High-
way Safety, a new group formed 
by Governor Ralph Northam this 
November to reduce Virginia traf-
fic fatalities.

Part of Virginia’s Toward Zero 
Deaths initiative, the Executive 
Leadership Team’s first actions 
include a Digital Town Hall on 
distracted driving, a rapidly grow-
ing issue for the state. The event, 
#YourSayVA, invites Virginians 
to take an online survey to share 
their experiences with witnessing 
distraction on the road and pro-
vide input on potential solutions.

In addition to the DMV, the 
Executive Leadership Team also 
includes members from the Vir-
ginia Departments of Transporta-
tion, Health, Education, and State 
Police. Future efforts will work to 
pinpoint and comprehensively ad-
dress key traffic safety issues in 
the state, with continued involve-
ment of the public. Learn more at 
tzdva.org. 

State of 
the States

www.ghsa.org
http://itsafineline.com
http://tzdva.org
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SAVE THE DATE!

MARCH 31-APRIL 2, 2019

Lifesavers National Conference  
on Highway Safety Priorities  
Louisville, KY 
lifesaversconference.org

JANUARY 13-17

2019 TRB Annual Meeting
Washington, D.C.
trb.org/AnnualMeeting

 
FEBRUARY 9-12

National Sheriffs’ Association 2019 Winter Conference
Washington, D.C.
bit.ly/NSA-Winter19 

 
FEBRUARY 27

AAA & GHSA Drug-Impaired Driving Policy Forum
Washington, D.C.
bit.ly/AAA-GHSA
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