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Top: Vicki Harper of State Farm® welcomes participants to the 
Automated Vehicle panel on May 8. Bottom: GHSA Chair Dr. Darrin 
Grondel emphasizes the persistent challenge of speeding during 
our forum with IIHS.

A Publication of the 
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This spring, GHSA co-hosted two new 
issue forums: one addressing a legacy 
highway safety challenge – speeding – 
and another looking toward the safety of 
our automated mobility future.  

Directions
in Highway Safety

July 2019
3 Executive Director’s Report

4 New Research Reports

4 Focus on Peer-to-Peer

5 Motorcycle Planning

6 #GHSA2019

6 Rear Belt Safety

7 Fighting Impaired Road Use

7 New Drowsy Driving Activities

7 Eye on Enforcement Spotlight

8 Calendar

Despite the fact that speed-
ing has remained a leading 
crash contributor for about 
30 years, it remains an 
almost forgotten traffic safety 
issue. The public ignores 
speed limits, law enforcement 
does it best to keep up with 
a flood of everyday violations 
and many policymakers are 
reticent to take more action. 

GHSA and the Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety/
Highway Data Loss Institute 
(IIHS/HLDI) are teaming up 
to move the needle. On April 
15-16, we hosted a special 

forum at IIHS/HLDI’s Vehicle 
Research Center in Ruck-
ersville, Virginia featuring 
representatives from major 
highway safety disciplines: 
engineering, enforcement, 
communications, and advo-
cacy and policy.

These experts were not 
just there to talk. We asked 
them to roll up their sleeves 
and contribute ideas for an 
innovative new speeding 
pilot project that we hope to 
implement and evaluate with 
one or more state partners. 
This pilot project will combine 

GHSA Convenes 
Experts on  
Speeding and  
AV Safety
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GHSA Convenes Experts  
on Speeding and AV Safety

all of these diverse approaches 
and hopefully serve as a model 
that other states can emulate. 
Using all of the input gathered in 
April, GHSA and IIHS/HLDI are 
working out the details and in-
tend to make a formal announce-
ment at GHSA’s 2019 Annual 
Meeting in Anaheim, California. 

Looking to the future of highway 
safety, GHSA convened another 
expert gathering on May 8 in 
Arlington, Virginia, sponsored 
by State Farm® to develop new 
recommendations for how state 
highway safety offices can help 
ensure the safety of automated 
driving. 

Our expert panel was again 
diverse, including State Highway 
Safety Offices, federal agencies, 
industry representatives, criminal 
justice organizations and other 
highway safety advocates. We 
asked this gathering to focus on 
two key areas in which SHSOs 
already lead: communicating 
safety messages to the public 

and providing resources to the 
criminal justice community. 

For example, we are already see-
ing a spectrum of different mes-
sages and terminology for driver 
assistance systems, and even a 
handful of fatal crashes seemingly 
stemming from over-reliance on 
automated systems. The group 
agreed that automated vehicle op-
erators need clear, consistent guid-
ance in the emerging environment 
of shared driving responsibility. 

Further, we also need to 
prepare law enforcement, 
prosecutors and judges, who 
will be on the front lines of 
crash response, crash investi-
gation and adjudicating traffic 
violations involving these new 
technologies.   

Dr. Jim Hedlund is summariz-
ing the May 8 proceedings in a 
forthcoming white paper to be 
released later this summer. 

●● Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers

●● BiotechPharma Corp

●● Breathe Easy Insurance Solutions

●● Heinrich Marketing, Inc.

●● Impact Teen Drivers

●● Marketing Solutions

GHSA 
Welcomes 
New
Associate 
Members 

Thank you for your support of the Association, and we look forward to working with you!
To join GHSA, visit ghsa.org/about/join.

GHSA’s Board of Directors recently approved 11 new associate members: 

●● NORC at the University of Chicago

●● North Dakota State University

●● Patrick Malone & Associates, P.C.

●● Safer New Mexico Now

●● Simpler Studios

Automated 
vehicle 

operators need 
clear, consistent 

guidance. 

Dr. Jim Hedlund 
raises key 
considerations 
for automated 
vehicle 
development.

www.ghsa.org
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Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

DESPITE THE NOTORIOUS D.C. 
summer heat, we are as active as 
ever here at GHSA headquarters, 
and it’s a full court press as we 
gear up for our Annual Meeting, 
which is less than two months 
away (more on this below).

I have some staffing news to 
share. In April we welcomed two 
additions to the GHSA family. 
National Law Enforcement Liai-
son Program (NLELP) Manager 
Tim Burrows is developing the 
program and providing technical 
assistance to both state LELs and 
the SHSOs for whom they work. 
Tim has hit the ground running, 
already forging great relationships 
with NHTSA and partners, includ-
ing the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, the National 
Sheriffs’ Association and the Na-
tional Organization of Black Law 
Enforcement Executives. 

Adrian Nicholas also joined 
GHSA as Communications 
Coordinator. Adrian splits his time 
between supporting the NLELP 
communications efforts (think 
social media, website, webinars 
and newsletters) and other com-
munications tasks. 

Our Communications Manager 
Madison Forker will be leaving 
GHSA later this month to work at 
the International Women’s Media 
Foundation. We are thankful 
for her three years of service to 
GHSA and wish her well in her 
new position. 

On the federal relations front, 
GHSA continues to advocate 
on behalf of the SHSOs as both 

chambers of U.S. Congress 
prepare upcoming transporta-
tion reauthorization legislation. 
Though the FAST Act will not 
expire until September 30, 2020, 
this current year presents the 
most viable window of time to ad-
vance reauthorization legislation, 
and the authorizing committees 
aim to complete and report their 
proposals for floor consideration 
by the end of summer.  However, 
the window is closing quickly, 
with no determination on how 
to keep the Highway Trust Fund 
solvent. The GHSA 2019 Annual 
Meeting will feature a workshop 
on the status of reauthorization 
and GHSA advocacy plans.

As our cover story illustrates, 
GHSA recently co-hosted two 
important events: a speeding fo-
rum with IIHS and an automated 
vehicle expert panel sponsored 
by State Farm®. I am excited 
by both of these initiatives and 
appreciative of our ongoing col-
laboration with both IIHS and 
State Farm®.

In other partnership news, I was 
pleased to join the Ford DSFL 
national tour on its recent stop 
in Columbus, Ohio to launch a 
statewide program through the 
Ohio DPS and Family, Career 
and Community Leaders of 
America. The tour also recently 
visited Syracuse, New York, with 
more stops planned for Montana, 
Colorado and Washington State 
soon. GHSA also launched a 
renewed “Make It Click” pro-
gram with Uber (see page 6), 
announced another round of 
state drowsy driving grants with 

support from The National Road 
Safety Foundation, Inc. (see 
page 7), awarded law enforce-
ment training funds to states 
through the Foundation for 
Advancing Alcohol Responsibil-
ity, announced the availability of 
another impaired road use pre-
vention grant in partnership with 
Lyft (see page 7), and renewed 
our collaboration with the Check 
To Protect vehicle recall aware-
ness program.

A number of these programs 
and projects will be addressed 
at our upcoming annual Meeting 
in Anaheim, August 24-28. See 
page 6 for details. And don’t 
forget: the early registration dis-
count closes after July 12.

Wherever your travels take you 
this summer, I wish you all a safe 
and happy season and look for-
ward to seeing you in Anaheim in 
just seven short weeks!

Ohio Traffic Safety Office Program 
Administrator Felice Moretti and me 
at Ford DSFL in Columbus.

GHSA continues 
to advocate on 

behalf of the 
SHSOs as both 

chambers of 
U.S. Congress 

prepare 
upcoming 

legislation.
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From 
Washington

Research on Motorcycles and Social Media
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH GHSA, 
NHTSA has published two new 
National Cooperative Re-
search and Evaluation Program 
(NCREP) reports as part of its 
portfolio of research projects to 
help inform state policy, planning 
and programs.

Motorcyclists’ Attitudes on Us-
ing High-Visibility Gear to Im-
prove Conspicuity reports find-
ings from a focus group study 
examining why riders choose to 
wear – or not wear – high-visibil-
ity gear. While most participants 
did not regularly wear such gear, 
those who did reported doing 
so after having been in a crash 

with a motor vehicle, or person-
ally knowing another rider who 
had been in such a crash. Focus 
group participants recommended 
increasing the acceptance of 
high-visibility gear among motor-
cyclists through: designing more 
attractive and appealing clothing 
(with preference for retroreflec-
tive gear over bright colors); 
incorporating high-visibility 
elements universally across all 
branded motorcycle gear; clear 
educational messaging backed 
by statistics; financial incentives 
through insurance discounts; and 
gradual social norming beginning 
with encouraging use during low-
light conditions.

The second report, Social 
Media Practices in Traffic 
Safety, combines a scan of 
publicly available SHSO social 
media channels with information 
collected from interviews with 
NHTSA Regional Offices and 
a sample of SHSOs. It includes 
promising practices to help 
inform planning and decision-
making for the different plat-
forms, examples of messages 
with high engagement rates, 
and some real world case stud-
ies. GHSA will host a webinar 
delving deeper into this report 
for members later this year.

Learn more about NCREP and 
GHSA research priorities here.

New Report IDs Peer-to-
Peer Success Factors

AS TRAFFIC CRASHES REMAIN 
the leading cause of death for 
teens and young adults, NHTSA’s 
“Peer-to-Peer Teen Traffic Safe-
ty Program Guide,” prepared by 
GHSA, outlines the building blocks 

While most 
participants did 

not regularly 
wear high-

visibility gear, 
those who 

did reported 
doing so after 

having been in 
a crash with a 
motor vehicle.

Story continues on page 5

www.ghsa.org
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2019-06/NCREP_MotorcyclistAttitudes19.pdf
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2019-06/NCREP_MotorcyclistAttitudes19.pdf
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2019-06/NCREP_MotorcyclistAttitudes19.pdf
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https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2019-06/NCREP_SocialMedia19.pdf
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From 
Washington
for impactful peer-to-peer efforts. 
GHSA consultant Pam Fischer 
authored the report, working with 
an expert panel of researchers, ad-
vocates, youth organization leaders 
and young adults to identify the 
following eight qualities of suc-
cessful programs:

●● Youth-led: Youth, not 
adults, develop, implement 
and assess the initiative.

●● Inclusive: Initiatives wel-
come youth from diverse 
cultures, ethnicities, abili-
ties, genders and economic 
backgrounds.

●● Sustainable: Adults provide 
support and resources 
needed to sustain the initia-
tive.

●● Facilitated training: Both 
youth and adults receive 
ongoing training regarding 
working together to address 
safety issues.

●● Clearly defined, measur-
able learning objectives: 
Youth identify and investi-
gate a problem to determine 
the best way to address it.

●● Positive: Positive learning 
experiences and messaging 
are used to motivate safe 
choices.

●● Incentives and recogni-
tion: Both are used to 
motivate youth to participate 
in the initiative.

●● Evaluation: Success is 
measured in changes to 
peers’ behavior, knowledge, 
attitudes and/or awareness 
of the issue.

Additionally, the guide includes a 
compendium of youth-led traffic 

safety programs incorporating 
these success factors, along with 
resources to help states plan, 
implement and evaluate peer-to-
peer initiatives.

New NHTSA 
Motorcycle Plan

IN MAY, NHTSA RELEASED A 
new 5-year Motorcycle Safety 
Plan including a summary of the 
state of motorcycle safety, as 
well as countermeasures, barri-
ers and planned federal activi-
ties. Notably, the Plan previews a 
number of upcoming resources 
that may be helpful for the high-
way safety community:  

●● NHTSA will soon launch a 
revised Motorcycle Safety 
Program Management 
Course for not only SHSOs 
but also other motorcycle 
safety stakeholders. This 
course will include instruc-
tion on new motorcycle 

safety data sources and 
data analysis. 

●● NHTSA is nearing comple-
tion of a naturalistic mo-
torcycle surveillance study. 
Like the large scale SHRP 
naturalistic driving study, the 
Virginia Tech Transporta-
tion Institute is collecting 
naturalistic data from 150 
motorcycle riders over the 
course of a year to identify 
safety insights. 

●● FHWA, NHTSA, state DOTs 
and the American Motorcy-
clist Association are collabo-
rating on a new motorcycle 
crash causation study that 
will utilize seven years of 
motorcycle crash data from 
Orange County, California.

●● Finally, within the next few 
years NHTSA will update 
its Uniform Guideline 3 
on Motorcycle Safety (last 
updated in 2006) to reflect 
new developments.

The guide 
includes a 

compendium of 
youth-led traffic 
safety programs 

incorporating 
eight success 

factors.

www.ghsa.org
https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.dot.gov/files/documents/13507-motorcycle_safety_plan_050919_v8-tag.pdf
https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.dot.gov/files/documents/13507-motorcycle_safety_plan_050919_v8-tag.pdf
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?DID YOU 
KNOW

The Countdown  
is on to  
#GHSA2019!

SUMMER IS HERE, WHICH 
means the GHSA 2019 Annual 
Meeting is right around the cor-
ner! August 24-28 in Anaheim, 
Calif., traffic safety leaders will 
convene for “Imagine the Future: 
Advancing Traffic Safety through 
Technology and Innovation.” 
Before early bird registration 
closes Friday (July 12), here’s a 
look at what’s in store:

A series of general sessions 
will address key traffic safety 
challenges and opportunities. 
Nicole Nason, Federal Highway 
Administration Administrator, will 
keynote the Opening General 
Session on Monday, followed 
by Nat Beuse, Head of Safety 
for Uber’s Advanced Technolo-
gies Group. After a number of 
breakout workshops, attendees 
will reconvene Monday afternoon 
to learn about how SHSO and 
law enforcement leaders can 

strengthen relationships to 
improve traffic safety.
Tuesday morning’s general 
session will examine what the 
future holds for impaired driv-
ing, technology and vulner-
able road users, featuring Ben 
Nordstrom, Executive Director 
of Responsibility.org; Deborah 
Hersman, Waymo Chief Safety 
Officer; and Leah Shahum, Vi-
sion Zero Executive Director. 

Rounding out general session 
programming, a discussion on 
speed management Wednes-
day morning will include IIHS 
President David Harkey; 
Melissa Wandall, Founder and 
President of the Mark Wan-
dall Foundation; Sarah Abel, 
Technical Program Manager 
with the Institute of Transporta-
tion Engineers; and California 
Highway Patrol Assistant Chief 
Kevin Davis.

In the midst of general ses-
sions, 15 workshops will elabo-
rate on topics including “Man-
aging Marijuana Legalization;” 
“Protecting the Most At-Risk 
Road Users; what happens 
“After the FAST Act;” “The 
Distraction Dilemma;” and an 
“SHSO Executive Roundtable.” 
A full list is available here.

Don’t miss out: register this 
week to receive $50 off the 
cost of attendance. Learn 
more about programming, 
sponsorship opportunities, 
exhibiting and travel details at 
ghsa.org/GHSA2019.

Uber and GHSA  
Team Up to Promote 
Rear Seat Belt Use

UBER AND GHSA ANNOUNCED 
a reinvigorated and refreshed 
“Make it Click: Every Seat. Every 
Ride” national effort encouraging 
ride-hailing customers, and all 
back-seat vehicle passengers, to 
always buckle up.

An Insurance Institute for High-
way Safety survey revealed that 
just 72 percent of people buckle 
up in back. That number dips to 
just 57 percent when in hired 
vehicles. ‘Make it Click’ reminds 
riders and drivers the importance 
of buckling up regardless of the 
vehicle or seat.

Throughout the partnership, 
Uber will conduct local activa-
tions in collaboration with states, 
promote the initiative through its 
blog and other digital channels 
and develop a model playbook 
for other states to emulate. 
Uber will also explore a variety 
of methods, including in-vehicle 
reminders to passengers about 
buckling up in back. The cam-
paign launched in May to coin-
cide with the national “Click It or 
Ticket” enforcement period, but 
activities will extend into a sus-
tained campaign with cadence 
throughout the year.

A number of states have reached 
out to GHSA to get involved in 
these efforts. Other interested 
states should reach out to Madison 
Forker at mforker@ghsa.org. 

Don’t miss 
out: register 

by Friday, 7/12 
to receive $50 
off the cost of 

attendance.

www.ghsa.org
https://www.ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2019/Register
https://www.ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2019/Featured
https://www.ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2019/Agenda
https://www.ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2019/Register
https://www.ghsa.org/GHSA2019
mailto:mforker@ghsa.org
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State of 
the States

Drowsy Driving 
Awareness Continues

GHSA AND THE NATIONAL ROAD 
Safety Foundation (NRSF) have 
announced a third year of grants 
to help states implement drowsy 
driving prevention campaigns. 
Five states received $15,000 
each: Georgia, Iowa, Minnesota, 
Nebraska and New York. Pro-
grams will occur throughout 2019 
and into 2020. Grant activities 
include the following:

●● The Georgia Office of 
Highway Safety will partner 
with the Department of 
Agriculture to raise drowsy 
driving awareness through 
the Georgia National Fair. 

●● The Iowa Departments 
of Transportation, Public 

Safety, Public Health and 
the Iowa Insurance Divi-
sion will expand on Zero 
Fatalities Iowa’s “Don’t 
let the Sleepyzzz get you” 
campaign to include a virtual 
reality experience. 

●● The Minnesota Department 
of Public Safety Office of 
Traffic Safety will purchase 
sleep measurement tools 
and software as a part of 
a University of Minnesota 
study to improve under-
standing and detection of 
driver fatigue. 

●● The Nebraska Department 
of Transportation, Highway 
Safety Office will focus its 
drowsy driving prevention 
efforts on young adults and 
senior drivers. 

●● The New York Governor’s 
Traffic Safety Committee 
will educate law enforce-
ment about the dangers of 
drowsy driving. 

GHSA is grateful for NRSF’s 
continued support for states 
to address this important, but 
often underappreciated, traffic 
safety issue.

A Holiday Season Gift 
from GHSA and Lyft

GHSA AND LYFT ARE PLEASED 
to announce another year of 
grants promoting safe alterna-
tives to impaired driving for State 
Highway Safety Offices. These 
grants provide resources for in-
novative campaigns encouraging 
the public to use Lyft to travel 
safely during the holiday season.

The application is open for states 
to apply until July 12. All states 
are encouraged to apply; grants 
will be awarded to states of all 
sizes. Awardees will be selected 
later this summer and grant 
activities will occur through the 
holiday season.

These grants 
provide 

resources for 
innovative 

campaigns 
encouraging the 

public to use 
Lyft to travel 
safely during 

the holiday 
season.

Report Documents  
Law Enforcement Attitudes 
on Traffic Safety

THE WESTERN TRANSPORTATION INSTITUTE’S 
Center for Health and Safety Culture’s “Under-
standing Law Enforcement Attitudes and Be-
liefs about Traffic Safety” addresses how law en-
forcement agency culture impacts engagement in 
traffic safety enforcement. Researchers surveyed 
568 officers in 19 agencies in four states (Con-
necticut, Idaho, Illinois and Montana). On average, 
officers indicated traffic safety and enforcement 
were relatively high priorities, and reported posi-
tive attitudes about traffic safety enforcement.

However, some officers had beliefs that were not 
supportive of enforcement behaviors, including 
perceiving a lack of support for traffic safety en-
forcement from local prosecutors and judges and 

a lack of agency recognition for regularly engaging 
in traffic safety enforcement. The most significant 
barriers to regular enforcement were lack of time 
and follow through by prosecutors and judges. 
While many officers indicated knowing locations 
with traffic safety concerns, few indicated they 
were well briefed on crash data and enforcement 
activities in their jurisdiction. 

Finally, officers who participated in four or more 
traffic safety training activities in the past three 
years were twice as likely to engage in frequent 
traffic safety enforcement compared to officers 
who participated in two or fewer training activities. 
About one-quarter of officers reported decreases 
in three or more enforcement areas (i.e., not wear-
ing a seat belt or speeding/aggressive, impaired 
and distracted driving). A similar portion reported 
increases in three or more enforcement areas.

EYE ON 
ENFORCEMENT

www.ghsa.org
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/webdata/external/research/docs/research_proj/tsc/LAW_ENFORCEMENT_ATTITUDES/TSC-TPF_LE_FINAL_REPORT.pdf
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/webdata/external/research/docs/research_proj/tsc/LAW_ENFORCEMENT_ATTITUDES/TSC-TPF_LE_FINAL_REPORT.pdf
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/webdata/external/research/docs/research_proj/tsc/LAW_ENFORCEMENT_ATTITUDES/TSC-TPF_LE_FINAL_REPORT.pdf
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JULY 13-14

Ford Driving Skills for Life 
Denver, CO
bit.ly/DSFL-CO19 

JULY 16-18

LEL Professional Development Course
Louisville, KY
bit.ly/LEL-PDC

JULY 20-21

Ford Driving Skills for Life 
Billings, MT
bit.ly/DSFL-MT19 

JULY 24

NLELP Webinar: Communication in the Digital Age
1:30 – 2:30 p.m. EDT
Registration Link

AUGUST 24-28

GHSA Annual Meeting
Anaheim, CA
ghsa.org/GHSA2019

REGISTER TODAY!

www.ghsa.org
http://www.ghsa.org
https://twitter.com/search?q=GHSAHQ&src=typd
https://bit.ly/DSFL-CO19
https://bit.ly/LEL-PDC
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