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Story continues on page 2

From August 24-28, 750 highway safety professionals 
gathered in Anaheim for the GHSA 2019 Annual 
Meeting. GHSA’s best-attended conference yet, 
sessions centered on the theme of Advancing Traffic 
Safety through Technology and Innovation.

GHSA Attendees Imagine  
the Future of Traffic Safety

A Publication of the 
GOVERNORS HIGHWAY  
SAFETY ASSOCIATION

On Monday, August 26, after 
a welcome from David S. Kim, 
Secretary of the California State 
Transportation Agency, key-
note speaker Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) Admin-
istrator Nicole Nason provided 
examples of FHWA safety 
projects and programs. Uber 
Advanced Technologies Group 
Head of Safety Nat Beuse also 
presented Uber’s safety case on 
self-driving vehicles.

That afternoon, Chief Richard 
Picciotto, the highest-ranking 

firefighter to survive 9/11, of-
fered an insider’s knowledge 
of how courage and training 
can help save numerous lives. 
The day finished with a panel 
discussing how to enhance law 
enforcement and State High-
way Safety Office relationships.

The following day began with 
a General Session imagining a 
future of zero traffic fatalities 
from various perspectives. Way-
mo Chief Safety Officer Debo-
rah A.P. Hersman reviewed 
the latest automated vehicle 

Clockwise from top left: FHWA Administrator Nicole Nason,  
Olympian Mary Lou Retton and the 2019 award winners
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Wednesday 
morning 

featured an 
announcement 

on an upcoming 
speed 

management 
pilot program.

offerings, Vision Zero Network 
Executive Director Leah Shahum 
discussed her organization’s 
latest successes and opportu-
nities for deeper collaboration 
between states and communities, 
and Foundation for Advancing 
Alcohol Responsibility Execu-
tive Director Dr. Ben Nordstrom 
provided new insight on tactics to 
prevent impaired driving. 

GHSA presented its Highway 
Safety Trailblazer award to 
MADD founder Candace Light-
ner, its Kathryn J.R. Swanson 
Public Service Award to Ford 
Driving Skills for Life Global 
Program Manager Jim Gra-
ham and its Peter K. O’Rourke 

GHSA Attendees  
Imagine the Future  
of Traffic Safety

Special Achievement Award to 
four programs for outstanding 
accomplishments in highway 
safety. Tuesday concluded with 
a reception at Splitsville Luxury 
Lanes, where attendees mixed, 
mingled and bowled with their 
GHSA colleagues.

Wednesday morning featured an 
expert panel discussion tack-
ling the challenging and often 
overlooked issue of speeding, 
culminating with an announce-
ment on an upcoming speed 
management pilot program. The 
Closing General Session featured 
America’s Best-Known Olympian 
Mary Lou Retton who inspired 
and motivated attendees as they 

Lee Axdahl, Lauren Stewart, Chuck DeWeese and Darrin Grondel.

GHSA Leadership Elected

GHSA MEMBERS RECENTLY ELECTED 
their leaders to guide the Association 
throughout the coming year. Washington 
Traffic Safety Commission Director Dr. 
Darrin Grondel was re-elected for a second 
term as Chair. Chuck DeWeese, Assistant 
Commissioner of the New York Governor’s 
Traffic Safety Committee, is the new Vice 
Chair. Lee Axdahl, Director of the South Da-
kota Office of Highway Safety, and Maine 
Bureau of Highway Safety Director Lauren 
Stewart maintain their seats as Treasurer 
and Secretary, respectively. Congratulations 
to the new leadership team!

Chief Richard 
Picciotto, and 
the Southern 
California 
Children’s 
Chorus, which 
welcomed 
attendees to 
Anaheim.

reflected on lessons learned dur-
ing the meeting.

Throughout the meeting, work-
shops addressed important 
topics in traffic safety including 
law enforcement engagement, al-
cohol- and drug-impaired driving, 
bicyclist and pedestrian safety 
and automated vehicles.

Thanks to all our attendees, 
members, exhibitors and spon-
sors who helped make the meet-
ing a success. A full meeting 
agenda is available online. For 
information on future meetings, 
sign up for GHSA’s Annual 
Meeting news list.

www.ghsa.org
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2019-08/2019_final_program_for_web.pdf
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001x9-V8yQgJyGzA4PS7s6lqzSu2jJ_zEyNFKHEzte7-zqS5MreJJLqa2_VBODIehg6HTk0lXrZ9xSlGmRAEBQKdM97mVF64VR6BGYqNcSJ_uU%3D
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001x9-V8yQgJyGzA4PS7s6lqzSu2jJ_zEyNFKHEzte7-zqS5MreJJLqa2_VBODIehg6HTk0lXrZ9xSlGmRAEBQKdM97mVF64VR6BGYqNcSJ_uU%3D


3Governors Highway Safety Association  |  660 North Capitol Street, NW |  Suite 220  |  Washington, DC 20001-1642
(p) 202.789.0942  |   www.ghsa.org  |   twitter: ghsahq  | September 2019 Issue

in Highway Safety
Directions

Contents

Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

WELCOME BACK FROM GHSA’S 
2019 Annual Meeting, which was 
successful in every possible way. 
Don’t forget to save the date for 
next year’s conference, which will 
be August 29 to September 2 in 
Pittsburgh. 

In Anaheim, GHSA was pleased 
to team up with the Insurance In-
stitute for Highway Safety (IIHS) 
to announce a new speed man-
agement competitive grant pro-
gram that will launch next year. 
Longtime GHSA supporter the 
National Road Safety Founda-
tion, Inc. is helping to underwrite 
this effort as well. Stay tuned for 
informational webinars on this 
opportunity this November. 

GHSA has also struck a new 
partnership with Uber Eats to 
distribute safety training to bike 
and scooter couriers who are 
often at risk as they are making 
deliveries. We will be traveling to 
several cities to deliver these tips 
throughout October. We are also 
working with Uber on additional 

rear seat belt use promotional 
efforts, including a new report for 
publication later this year.

In other program news, Ford 
DSFL’s 2019 tour continues with 
upcoming stops in Kansas City, 
San Diego, and Phoenix this fall. 
We are also preparing to imple-
ment a second round of Lyft im-
paired driving prevention grants 
this holiday season. This year, 
five states – California, Illinois, 
Maine, Oregon and Washington 
– will receive cash and ride cred-
its to encourage those who drink 
to choose ride hailing as a safe 
alternative to driving impaired.

Here in D.C., the U.S. Congress is 
expected to approve a Continu-
ing Resolution that will extend 
current spending until November 
and allow more time to work on 
the FY 2020 budget. GHSA staff 
is continuing to promote the as-
sociation’s federal transportation 
reauthorization priorities, though 
the prospects that Congress will 
approve a reauthorization bill 

before the 2020 election are 
increasingly diminishing. 

To help new Governors’ Repre-
sentatives and State Highway 
Safety Office Directors most 
effectively run State Highway 
Safety Offices, GHSA is again 
hosting its Executive Seminar on 
November 4-6 in New Orleans. 
We are pleased to once again 
have a full class.

Our Consulting Services Initiative 
(CSI) continues to grow as next 
month we will conduct two pre-
management reviews in states. 
We continue ongoing CSI projects 
in a host of other states as well.

Thank you for all that you do to 
move safety forward. Together, we 
are making a difference.

●● Booster Fuels

●● Defensive Driving by IMPROV

●● Emerald City Law Group Inc.

●● Institute for Traffic Safety Management 
and Research

●● Lawsuit Legal

●● Lorenz & Lorenz, L.L.P.

GHSA 
Welcomes 
New
Associate 
Members 

Thank you for your support of the Association!

The GHSA Board recently approved 13 new Associate Members: 

●● Lugar Law PC

●● Medical Data Carrier

●● Medmen Enterprise

●● Nocell Technologies

●● Numetric

●● Thomas Gianni

●● Tiny Towne

Don’t forget to 
save the date 

for next year’s 
conference, 

which will be 
August 29 to 
September 2 

in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

www.ghsa.org
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From 
Washington

Strengthening the 
SHSO-Law Enforcement 
Connection

IN 2017, GHSA EMBARKED ON A 
project under contract with 
NHTSA to enhance and support 

law enforcement and highway 
safety office interactions. The 
first phase comprised interviews 
with law enforcement officers, law 
enforcement liaisons and State 
Highway Safety Office (SHSO) 
leaders as well as expert panel 
meetings to define the scope of 
the problem and discuss potential 
actions to help strengthen these 
relationships.

The second phase of the proj-
ect, which concludes at the 
end of September, focused on 
developing tools and resources 
to help enhance these interac-
tions based on the findings from 
the first phase. The result is a 
toolkit designed to help SHSOs 
evaluate their current relationship 
with law enforcement, identify 
effective outreach tactics and 

communicate the value of law 
enforcement/SHSO partner-
ships to law enforcement 
executives.

This toolkit will be available 
on the GHSA website next 
month and includes: 

●● A self-assessment 
tool for SHSO execu-
tives to review their law 
enforcement outreach 
and engagement 
activities and develop 
plans to strengthen 
these relationships.

●● A directory of state-
level law enforcement 
association contacts.

●● A customizable Power-
Point presentation for 
SHSO executives to 
use in meetings with law 
enforcement executives.

●● A companion guide for 
the PowerPoint pre-
sentation that includes 
customization instruc-
tions, talking points and 
discussion topics.

●● A set of case studies 
examining effective 
state Law Enforce-
ment Liaison programs 
and their relationship 
with the SHSO.

For more information on the 
toolkit or other resources to 
support law enforcement/
SHSO relationship-building, 
contact Amadie Hart at 
ahart@ghsa.org. 

New NHTSA 
Deputy 
Administrator 
James Owens 
(third from left) 
with GHSA Chair 
Dr. Darrin Grondel, 
MADD National 
President Helen 
Witty, former 
NHTSA Deputy 
Administrator 
Heidi King, 
IACP Programs 
Director Domingo 
Herraiz and 
NHTSA Associate 
Administrator 
Jamie Pfister

Panelists discuss 
the importance 
of highway safety 
office directors 
engaging 
directly with law 
enforcement 
leaders.

New NHTSA Deputy Administrator

WITH NHTSA DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR HEIDI KING DEPARTING ON 
August 31, the U.S. Department of Transportation selected James 
Owens to fill this leadership role. Owens was formerly the U.S. DOT’s 
Deputy General Counsel, an attorney for the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission and an attorney in private practice. 

www.ghsa.org
mailto:ahart@ghsa.org
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from our 
perspective

Dr. Kim Alexander

First-of-Its-Kind Graduate  
Degree Program is a Game Changer 
for Road Safety
By Dr. Kim Alexander 
Founder and Executive Director 
Institute for Global Road Safety and Security 
Clemson University

LAUNCHED THIS FALL, CLEMSON UNIVERSITY’S MASTER OF TRANS-
portation Safety and Administration (MTSA) is the first of its kind in 
the U.S. Offered all online, this unique graduate degree program is a 
two-year, non-thesis, 30-credit-hour interdisciplinary road safety cur-
riculum. MTSA is designed to develop professionals skilled at managing 
and administering road safety programs to solve challenges related to 
complex interactions of the human-vehicle-road system. 

Developed with prominent national leaders in road safety, MTSA involves 
faculty from all eight Clemson colleges due to the highly interdisciplinary 
nature of the transportation safety administration field. These faculty rep-
resent disciplines that must work collaboratively to reduce traffic crashes, 
injuries and fatalities.
 
The curriculum incorporates all the E’s of road safety, including behavioral 
safety, infrastructure/traffic safety engineering, enforcement, emergency 
management, education, planning and design, health, injury prevention, 
communications, marketing, public policy, driver and vehicle services, and 
finance/grants management. 

MTSA addresses the needs of employees of State Highway Safety Of-
fices; the private sector; advocacy groups; safety-related nonprofits and 
professional associations; and government agencies focused on road 
safety at local, state, regional, federal and international levels.

Through MTSA, Clemson University’s goal is to create a pipeline of lead-
ers equipped with the knowledge and skills required to play critical roles 
in the creation and management of high-quality, innovative road safety 
programs. Graduates will be transformed into lifesavers and changemak-
ers helping to save lives and build safer communities throughout the world.

Applications for Spring and Fall 2020 are currently being accepted. Visit 
clemson.edu/mtsa/ to apply or learn more.

www.ghsa.org
https://www.clemson.edu/graduate/academics/mtsa/
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State of 
the States

Michigan Focuses on 
Pedestrian Safety

THE MICHIGAN OFFICE OF 
Highway Safety Planning 
(OHSP) recently conducted a 
pedestrian safety campaign with 

law enforcement offices in four 
cities with a high number of pe-
destrian crashes: Detroit, Warren, 
Lansing and Kalamazoo.

Police worked overtime, focus-
ing on enforcing and educating 
both walkers and drivers about 
the laws applicable to pedestrian 
safety. Specifically, officers were 
on the lookout for drivers making 
illegal turns, not yielding to people 
at crosswalks and blocking the 
roadway with their vehicle.

Law enforcement officials were 
also watching for unsafe pe-
destrian behavior such as not 
using sidewalks when provided 
or not following traffic signals. 
The OHSP has countered some 
pushback from those critical of 
the focus on pedestrian behav-

CDOT Road Trip Results 
in Reasons to Buckle Up

IN 2018, 215 PASSENGER VE-
hicle deaths in Colorado involved 
unbuckled drivers and passen-
gers. An estimated 70 of those 
lives could have been saved 
had the individual been wear-
ing a seat belt. Regular seat belt 
use is the single most effective 
way to prevent severe injury or 
death in a motor vehicle crash, 
yet Colorado, with a rate of only 
88 percent, ranks behind the 
national average of 90 percent.

This spring, the Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation (CDOT) 
went on a road trip to capture 
stories from Coloradans in Weld, 
Adams and El Paso counties, 

iors by maintaining: the goal of 
the project is to reduce fatali-
ties; the locations selected were 
supported by crash data; and 
the focus of the campaign is 
informational rather than punitive, 
which explains the great amount 
of advance publicity.

As OHSP Director Mike Prince 
notes, “This enforcement period 
aims to educate community 
members about the importance 
of pedestrian safety and the 
traffic laws designed to protect 
them. We want everyone, people 
who drive and people who walk, 
to obey traffic signs and signals 
and stay alert for each other. Or-
ganizations are working hard to 
reduce pedestrian fatalities and 
injuries in Michigan, but there is 
still more we can do.”

the counties with the highest 
number of unbuckled fatalities 
in 2017, about why they buckle. 
CDOT hopes that stories from 
fellow Coloradans will encourage 
those who don’t wear seat belts 
to think of a reason to buckle 
up and ultimately change their 
behavior. The videos linked below 

follow their journey and tell the 
reasons residents use seat belts.

●● Summary Video

●● Weld County  

●● Adams County  

●● El Paso County

Regular seat 
belt use is the 

single most 
effective way to 
prevent severe 
injury or death 

in a motor 
vehicle crash.

www.ghsa.org
https://youtu.be/KfWVWTxiTmQ
https://youtu.be/s31ZIO7J7hE
https://youtu.be/eN9Y10Ny5d8
https://youtu.be/_fL3TxItsX4
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SEPTEMBER 28-29

Ford Driving Skills for Life
Kansas City, MO
bit.ly/DSFL-MO19

OCTOBER 2

National Walk to School Day
Nationwide 
walkbiketoschool.org

OCTOBER 5-6

Ford Driving Skills for Life
San Diego, CA
bit.ly/DSFL-CA19

OCTOBER 26-29

IACP Annual Conference and Exposition
Chicago, IL
theiacpconference.org

NOVEMBER 4-6

GHSA Executive Seminar
New Orleans, LA
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