
 
 

 

June 4, 2020 

 

TO: GHSA State Members 

 

FR: Jonathan Adkins, GHSA Executive Director 

 

RE: 2020 GHSA Business Meeting 

 

As you may be aware, GHSA Bylaws require that 

the association hold a meeting of the membership 

each calendar year. In light of the cancellation of our 

2020 Annual Meeting in Pittsburgh and travel 

challenges posed by the current COVID-19 

pandemic, this year’s Business Meeting will take 

place online via videoconference on Monday, 

August, 31, 2020, at 1:00 p.m. ET/10:00 a.m. PT. 

In preparation for this meeting, there are several 

items that merit your attention. 

 

Business Meeting Eligibility 

Your state must be a member in good standing in order to participate in and cast a vote at the 

Business Meeting. That means your FY 2021 membership dues must be paid, and you must have 

a designated voting representative for this meeting. 

 

• Dues 

If your state is unable to expend the funds prior to the meeting, you may submit a 

Purchase Order or a letter of intent to pay. For Form W-9 (Taxpayer Identification 

Number and Certification), click here. 

 

• State Representation 

Each state must specify one voting member for the Business Meeting. This is the 

Governor’s Representative (GR) by default. However, if the following statements are 

true, the GR must complete the Designation of Alternate form and submit it to Stephanie 

Nguyen (snguyen@ghsa.org) by Friday, July 31: 

 

a. The GR will not attend the Business Meeting, and 

 

Important Dates 

 
July 31: Submission deadline for designation 

of alternate form, GHSA officer nominations 

and proposed modifications to GHSA 

policies and priorities. 

 

2020 State Member Meetings 

• August 27: New Member Orientation  

• August 28: Executive Board Meeting 

• August 31: GHSA Business Meeting 

and NHTSA Town Hall  

• September 1: Federal Relations 

Training  

 

GHSA2020 Webinar Series 

• June 23: SHSOs and COVID-19 

• July: Speeding 

• August: Drug-impaired Driving 

• September 2: Micromobility 

https://my.ghsa.org/Files/dues/W9%20(GHSA).pdf
https://my.ghsa.org/Files/annual/doa_generic19.pdf
mailto:snguyen@ghsa.org
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b. the GR’s designated alternate for duration will not attend the Business Meeting or 

the GR has not yet designated an alternate. 

 

In accordance with the bylaws, the GR can designate an alternate only from within the 

SHSO; grantees are not eligible to serve as alternates. The GR may designate an alternate 

for the 2020 Annual Meeting only, for the duration of service, or for another specified 

term.  

 

Check your state’s dues payment and designee status by clicking here. This document will be 

updated frequently, but the link to access it will remain the same. Contact Stephanie Nguyen 

(snguyen@ghsa.org) with any questions. 

 

Elections 

Bill Haynes, Nominations Committee Chair, is collecting nominations for GHSA officer 

positions – Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer – for one-year terms. Nominations must 

be submitted no later than Friday, July 31, via email to william.r.haynes@dos.nh.gov or: 

 

William R. Haynes 

New Hampshire Office of Highway Safety 

 33 Hazen Drive, Room 208 

Concord, NH 03305 

 

Nominees must include a brief letter of interest describing their platform and qualifications. In 

accordance with the bylaws, officers must be from jurisdictions in good standing and must be 

GRs or designated alternates. (Please include written confirmation from the GR stating your 

ability to serve.) Bill will distribute the letters to the membership. Contact him with questions 

about the elections process at the email above or at 603-223-8918. 

 

Proposed Policies and Priorities Changes 

To propose modifications to the current GHSA policies and priorities, complete this online form 

by no later than July 31. GHSA bylaws dictate that members may also propose new policies 

from the floor upon permission from two-thirds of the present membership. Contact GHSA’s 

Senior Director of Policy & Government Relations, Russ Martin, with any questions at 

rmartin@ghsa.org. 

 

State Member Meetings 

GHSA’s Regional Representatives will be organizing regional meetings via videoconference or 

teleconference this summer. These meetings are a chance for you to discuss issues of mutual 

concern with other states in your region and select Regional Representatives to the 2020/2021 

GHSA Executive Board. Please contact your Regional Representative for more information. 

 

https://ghsahq-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/shared_ghsa_org/EUSutsidb5dNvSjhhT82kEQBFPgAzOR4zaU0F_274cOHeQ?e=m5IA6x
mailto:snguyen@ghsa.org
mailto:william.r.haynes@dos.nh.gov
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2018-09/policies18.pdf
https://fs8.formsite.com/ghsa/policies-priorities/index.html
mailto:rmartin@ghsa.org
https://www.ghsa.org/about/executive-board
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On Thursday, August 27, from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET, GHSA will hold a virtual 

orientation session for new SHSO members to introduce GHSA staff and the many resources 

available to members. Newer members are encouraged to participate. Please note that this 

session is open to all SHSO staff. This is a great opportunity to involve staff who may not 

typically be able to attend the GHSA Annual Meeting. Registration is required, and a flyer with 

more details and a link to register will be shared soon.  

 

The Executive Board will meet by videoconference on Friday, August 28, from 1:00 p.m. to 

2:30 p.m. ET. An agenda will be posted on the Executive Board page on the GHSA website. 

 

The Business Meeting (view preliminary agenda) will begin via videoconference at 1:00 p.m. 

ET on Monday, August 31. A packet of materials for the Business Meeting will be distributed 

later this summer along with a link to register for the videoconference. It will contain the slate of 

candidates for the Executive Board Officer positions, the proposed FY 2021 budget and any 

proposed policy revisions, among other information. Members should review the packet 

carefully and be prepared to act on the materials at the Business Meeting.  

 

State members will have an opportunity to participate in a Virtual Town Hall with National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Deputy Administrator James C. Owens on 

Monday, August 31, at 3:00 p.m. ET. Deputy Administrator Owens will provide a presentation 

on NHTSA’s priorities and take questions from SHSOs. A link to register for the Virtual Town 

Hall will be shared soon. 

 

GHSA’s annual Federal Relations training session for state members will take place via 

videoconference on Tuesday, September 1, at 2:00 p.m. ET. State members are strongly 

encouraged to attend to hear an update on federal regulations and guidance, GHSA advocacy 

efforts, Management Reviews and other tips on successfully navigating NHTSA’s oversight of 

the SHSO grant programs. State members will receive a link to register for this session soon. 

 

GHSA2020 Webinar Series 

In addition to our state member meetings, GHSA is planning a series of webinars based on 

workshops that had been planned for the Annual Meeting. “GHSA2020 Webinar Series: Forging 

a New and Safer Normal” will feature four webinars on critical issues facing SHSOs. 

 

The series will kick off on Tuesday, June 23, at 3:00 p.m. ET with “Quarantined! Managing 

Highway Safety Programs During a Public Health Emergency,” sponsored by Smart Start. This 

roundtable discussion, moderated by Texas Department of Transportation Behavioral Traffic 

Safety Section Director Terry Pence, will examine how the COVID-19 emergency has impacted 

highway safety and program operations and how SHSOs, the federal government and their 

partners are delivering on their mission during the pandemic. Lessons learned from this 

experience will be shared as states prepare for the potential of future outbreaks or other situations 

https://my.ghsa.org/files/2020%20GHSA%20Business%20Meeting%20Agenda%201.pdf
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that limit in-person interactions or disrupt normal travel patterns. This webinar is open to all 

attendees, and registration is required. 

Register for the June 23 webinar. 

 

Webinars in July and August will focus on speeding and drug-impaired driving; we will send out 

an updated schedule once the dates for those sessions have been finalized. The series will wrap 

up on Wednesday, September 2, at 3:00 p.m. ET with a session on micromobility featuring a 

new GHSA report, sponsored by State Farm. Registration for this session will be available in 

July. 

 

If you have any questions about the state member meetings or the webinar series, please contact 

the Washington office at 202-789-0942.  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7182703052306578446

