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Story continues on page 2

WHILE FINAL 2015 TRAFFIC FATALITY DATA IS 
still months away, the preliminary outlook is grim. 
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA) projects a 9.3 percent increase for 
the first nine months of 2015. This follows years of 
declining fatalities – a 22 percent decrease from 
2000-2014. The National Safety Council estimates 
that 38,300 lives were lost on U.S. roads in all of 
2015, representing an 8 percent increase over 
2014, the largest percentage increase in 50 years.

And the fatalities are not just increasing for those 
in motor vehicles. GHSA recently projected a 10 
percent increase in pedestrian fatalities for 2015, 
based on preliminary data provided by the states. 
Pedestrians now account for 15 percent of mo-
tor vehicle crash-related deaths, compared to 11 
percent a decade ago.
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NHTSA 
Administrator 

Mark Rosekind 
at the recent 

national summit.

SOURCE: NHTSA 

While the exact reason for the increase in fatalities 
is not yet known, we do know that the improving 
economy and lower gas prices are encouraging 
more Americans to drive more often, which increas-
es exposure. In 2015, Americans logged more than 
3.1 trillion vehicle miles, equivalent to 6,488,000 
round trips to the Moon. 

But increased exposure is no excuse for increased 
fatalities. These deaths are preventable, which is 
why the federal government and the states are 
looking at ways to address this unfortunate trend.

This spring, NHTSA convened a series of summits, 
Driving Behavioral Change in Traffic Safety, in five 
regions across the country to examine the human 
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aspect of highway safety. These 
meetings brought together a 
wide range of interested parties 
and sought to re-energize long-
time stakeholders and identify 
potential new partners.

The regional NHTSA summits 
culminated with a national 
summit that was held in 
Washington, DC, March 10-11. 
This final summit reviewed what 
was discussed at the local level 

and was used to kick off actions 
at NHTSA to move toward zero 
fatalities on American roadways. 
The national summit and 
materials can be viewed at www.
nhtsa.gov/nhtsa/symposiums/
march2016/index.html.

The increase in fatalities is 
concerning and reminds us 
that even with improvements in 
vehicle safety, the actions drivers 
take behind the wheel can have 

devastating consequences. With 
NHTSA data indicating that hu-
man (driver) related factors con-
tribute to 94 percent of crashes, 
it is critical that highway safety 
offices and their partners con-
tinue to implement and augment 
strong, evidence-based educa-
tion and enforcement programs 
and provide communities with the 
resources necessary to combat 
their specific challenges.

Countdown to 
#GHSA2016

PLANS ARE WELL UNDERWAY 
for GHSA’s 2016 Annual Meeting 
in Seattle, August 27-31. We are 
working with the Washington 
Traffic Safety Commission to 
build another strong agenda 
filled with educational and net-
working opportunities.

The full event kicks off in ear-
nest on Sunday evening, with a 
Welcome Reception and Exhibi-
tor Showcase. See below for 
day-by-day highlights. We hope 
you will be able to join us!

Fighting the Spike  
in Traffic Fatalities

Even with 
improvements 

in vehicle safety, 
the actions 
drivers take 
behind the 

wheel can have 
devastating 

consequences.

Saturday, August 27
(GHSA Board Members only)

●● GHSA Executive Board 
Meeting

Sunday, August 28
(Meetings for GHSA State 
Members only)

●● New Member Orientation 
(key for new State Highway 
Safety Office directors and 
senior staff)

●● Regional NHTSA Meetings

●● GHSA Business Meeting

●● Welcome Reception & 
Exhibitor Showcase – open 
to all attendees

Monday, August 29
●● Exhibits open all day

●● Opening General Session, 
featuring NHTSA Adminis-
trator Mark Rosekind and 
Matt Richtel

●● Luncheon, featuring motiva-
tional speaker Jay Rifenbary

●● Concurrent workshops

 

Tuesday, August 30
●● Exhibits open until noon

●● General Session on technol-
ogy’s implications on driver 
behavior, with senior execu-
tives from Ford Motor Com-
pany Fund and State Farm

●● Awards luncheon

●● Concurrent workshops

●● Reception at the Seattle 
Aquarium

Wednesday, August 31
●● General Session on Law 

Enforcement, featuring Gor-
don Graham and leaders 
from the International As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police 
and the National Sheriffs’ 
Association

●● Concurrent workshops

●● Closing luncheon

More details will be posted 
on our website as plans 
come together, so bookmark 
this page and check back 
often: www.ghsa.org/html/
meetings/annual/2016/.

www.ghsa.org
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Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

to better detect drug-impaired 
drivers. Recipients will be an-
nounced soon.

Finally, GHSA recently held 
several webinars to keep our 
membership informed on the 
FAST Act, financial management 
of grant funds, NHTSA’s plans for 
a new grants management data 
portal, and the national distracted 
driving prevention campaign. 
State Members can access re-
corded webinars at my.ghsa.org. 
Associate Members can contact 
kmacek@ghsa.org for a link to 
the FAST Act recording.

Thank you for all you do to help 
keep our roads safe. We will con-
tinue to keep you informed and 
provide resources to help you on 
the road toward zero deaths.

AS THE CHERRY BLOSSOMS 
start to emerge here in Washing-
ton, D.C., GHSA work continues 
to flourish as well. 

GHSA recently sent a letter to 
NHTSA expressing our continued 
concern regarding interpretation 
of regulations that would prohibit 
states from using federal funds 
to purchase various safety items, 
such as law enforcement equip-
ment, bicyclist and pedestrian 
reflective items, and (beyond FY 
2016) bicyclist helmets and child 
car seats. These exclusions pres-
ent a huge challenge for many 
states, at a time when motor 
vehicle fatalities are increasing, 
and states need all the available 
tools at their disposal to fight this 
troubling trend. As we work with 
NHTSA toward a resolution, we 
will certainly keep you in the loop.

A few weeks ago, GHSA held its 
Spring Board Meeting in Tampa, 
Florida. We had a productive 
meeting. In addition to our regular 
business, we discussed future 
projects and priorities for the Na-
tional Cooperative Research and 
Evaluation Program; had a dialog 
with senior NHTSA staff on pro-
gram and data updates; received 
an update on the National Law 
Enforcement Liaison Program; 
and continued planning for the 
GHSA Annual Meeting.

Speaking of the Annual Meet-
ing, it’s hard to believe it is just 
five months away! We have made 
good progress in preparing the 
educational content and network-
ing events and securing spon-
sors and partners. I’m especially 

excited to announce NHTSA 
Administrator Mark Rosekind and 
Pulitzer prize-winning author Matt 
Richtel as our keynote speakers 
on Monday morning, and best-
selling author Jay Rifenbary, who 
will motivate attendees at the lun-
cheon that same day. See page 2 
for a full list of program highlights, 
and visit ghsa.org for the latest.

Meanwhile, while meeting plan-
ning moves along, we continue 
to forge ahead on other proj-
ects, programs and publications. 
Earlier this month, we published 
our annual Spotlight on High-
way Safety: Pedestrian Traffic 
Fatalities by State, the first look 
at national 2015 pedestrian fatal-
ity data, projecting a 10 percent 
annual increase in people on foot 
killed in motor vehicle crashes. 
The report highlighted best prac-
tices to keep pedestrians safe 
and received a great deal of me-
dia attention, including coverage 
on both Good Morning America  
and Today. 

Our Ford Driving Skills for Life 
partnership kicked off its 13th 
year of hands-on driving pro-
grams in Northern Virginia this 
past weekend, and we are seek-
ing applications from states to 
apply for Ford DSFL grant fund-
ing to help augment their teen 
safe driving efforts. Applications 
are due on April 8.

We are also working with the 
Foundation for Advancing Alco-
hol Responsibility on a new grant 
program. This project will provide 
funding to states to empower law 
enforcement officers to be able 

2015 PRELIMINARY DATA

Prepared for
Governors Highway Safety Association

by Richard Retting and Heather Rothenberg, PhD,  
Sam Schwartz Consulting
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From 
Washington

2013, 3,154 were killed and 424,000 injured as a 
result of distracted driving.

This year’s campaign includes a social media strategy 
designed to raise awareness about the consequences 
of texting and driving. The message, if you’re texting, 
you’re not driving, is designed to engage the target 
audience of men and women 18-34 years of age, 
who account for approximately one-third of all dis-
tracted driving fatal crashes. The rate of young drivers 
16-24 years of age observed manipulating electronic 
devices has also increased steadily, from 0.3% in 
2005 to 4.8% in 2014. This rate is more than double 
that of drivers 25-69 years of age.

State Highway Safety Offices and state and local 
law enforcement agencies across the nation are 
expected to participate in the campaign. To support 
that effort, NHTSA has developed outreach materi-
als including banner ads, sample press releases, 
posters, radio and TV ads, and videos for use on 
the Internet. 

View and download these materials at  
www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/
DistractedDrivingEnforcement.

National Seat Belt Use 
Rate Hits New High

THE NATION’S SEAT BELT USE 
rate climbed to 88.5 percent in 
2015. While not a significant 
change over the previous year 
(86.7 percent), the rate has gone 
up nearly 18 points since 2000. 
The percentage of unrestrained 
passenger vehicle occupant fa-
talities during daytime hours has 
also declined steadily over this 
same period, from 51.6 percent 
to 40.3 percent. These findings 
are from the National Occupant 
Protection Use Survey (NOPUS), 
conducted annually by NHTSA’s 

National Center for Statistics 
and Analysis.

The latest survey also found seat 
belt use is highest in the West 
(95 percent), followed by the 
South (89.2 percent), Northeast 
(89.2 percent), and Midwest 
(81.7 percent). The Midwest is 
the only region that experienced 
a drop in belt use rates in 2015, 
falling .09 percent. Seat belt use 
continued to be higher in states 
with primary seat belt laws (91.2 
percent) compared to states with 
secondary laws (78.6 percent).

Belt use for passenger vehicle 

occupants increased signifi-
cantly, from 88.1 percent in 2014 
to 90.3 percent in 2015. Pickup 
truck occupants also are wearing 
seat belts at higher rates – 80.8 
percent in 2015, versus 77.2 
percent in 2014.

The 2015 NOPUS was conduct-
ed using a new survey design. 
NHTSA initiated the redesign to 
make the NOPUS more efficient, 
accurate and representative. Data 
was collected from all 50 states. 

Learn more at http://www-nrd.
nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/812243.
pdf.

Distracted Driving Campaign 
Targets Teens, Young Adults

THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY AD-
ministration (NHTSA) will launch the third annual 
National Distracted Driving Enforcement Cam-
paign, U Drive. U Text. U Pay. next month. A 10-
day paid media component that includes English 
and Spanish language television, radio and digital 
ads begins on April 4, while the enforcement 
period runs April 8-13.

At any given daylight moment in the U.S., NHTSA 
estimates approximately 660,000 drivers are 
using cell phones or manipulating electronic 
devices. That connectivity comes with a price – in 

This year’s 
campaign 

includes a social 
media strategy 

designed to 
raise awareness 

about the 
consequences 

of texting 
and driving.
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State of 
the States

Connecticut Gets 
Creative on Distraction

THERE’S A NEW TOOL IN THE 
toolbox to fight distracted driving: 
“the nagging power of children.” 
The Connecticut Highway Safety 
Office teamed up with WGBH in 
Boston and PBS Kids to develop 
a campaign with popular chil-
dren’s cartoon character Ruff 
Ruffman. The campaign seeks 
to get kids thinking about the 
dangers of distracted driving and 
empower them to speak up and 
remind their parents to hang up 
and drive.

The cornerstone of the project is 
an interactive web game. It also 
includes animated videos, songs 
and public service announce-
ments. Because the project is not 

The campaign 
seeks to get 

kids thinking 
about the 

dangers of 
distracted 

driving and 
empower 

them to speak 
up and remind 

their parents 
to hang up 
and drive.

tied to a specific state law, much 
of the content could be repur-
posed for use by other states. 

Watch the promotional video 
here: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=pjf7eCboVco.
Access the web game and 
other campaign materials at 
http://pbskids.org/fetch/ruff/
driving/.

D.C. Holds Hackathon 
to Improve Safety

THE WASHINGTON, D.C. DE-
partment of Transportation 
(DDOT) teamed with Open-
GovHub, a community of orga-
nizations working to promote 
open government, to invite civic 
hackers, transportation experts, 

urban planners, academics, and 
advocates to a first-of-its kind Vi-
sion Zero Hackathon in February. 
The event’s aim was to increase 
dialog about transportation 
safety policy and services, while 
providing an opportunity for a di-
verse group of individuals to offer 
new perspectives for using safety 
data through visualizations, apps 
and GIS analysis. The end goal 
is to achieve the District’s Vision 
Zero plan by 2024.

During the event, about 100 
hackers huddled over laptops 
as they brainstormed and coded 
their way to fresh insights about 
transportation safety. Using 
newly released open data on 
more than 100,000 crashes and 
17 million parking and moving 
violations, they focused on iden-
tifying trends, correlations and 
locations.

One of the hackers, web de-
veloper Alex Moody, hoped to 
develop an app that takes in the 
user’s location and provides an 
alert that says, “You are now in 
an area that has heavy traffic 
conditions, heavy crash condi-
tions and you’ll want to make 
safe choices.”

DDOT has high hopes for the 
hackathon. “With this data, [hack-
ers] can help pinpoint where we 
might have some particularly haz-
ardous conditions,” said DDOT 
Director Leif Dormsjo. “They can 
help us understand where we 
might want to prioritize invest-
ment in traffic safety measures.”

www.ghsa.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjf7eCboVco.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjf7eCboVco.
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?DID YOU 
KNOW
Uber Leverages Technol-
ogy to Monitor Safety

UBER, THE POPULAR RIDE HAIL-
ing service that uses a smart-
phone app to connect riders 
with drivers as well as process 
payments, is now using the 
cellular technology to address 
safety. Drivers and passengers 
are asked to rate each other, giv-
ing Uber the opportunity to learn 
if each is happy with the other. 
If the rating is low, Uber not only 
asks why, but also checks.

For example, if a passenger 
indicates that the driver was going 
too fast and braking hard, Uber 
can tap into the gyrometer, GPS 
and accelerometer in the driver’s 
phone to review information about 
starts and stops, movements 
and speed. If the passenger’s 
feedback is accurate, Uber can 
follow up with the driver. If not, the 
driver’s rating is corrected.

Uber’s goal is to leverage the 
technology to proactively improve 
safety. This includes monitor-
ing how often the driver actually 
handles the cell phone while on 
the road (excessive movement 
could signal the need for a mount) 
as well as determining the average 

time it takes drivers to get from 
one popular destination to an-
other. A driver who arrives within a 
much shorter timeframe would be 
reminded to watch their speed.

The company, which currently 
operates in 45 cities and coun-
tries and requires all drivers to 
undergo a DMV and background 
check, is also employing low-
tech tools for safety. In Charlotte, 
some Uber drivers are placing 
a Bop It toy in the back of their 
vehicles to keep intoxicated 
passengers entertained and 
minimize the potential for distrac-
tion. In Seattle, drivers use color 
coded lights at night to help pas-
sengers find their ride.

Small Business

●● Gordon, Elias & Seely

●● JD Motorsports Inc. 
 

●● KPoole Strategic Relations

●● Law Office of Mann & Elias 
 

●● PowerFlare Safety Beacons

●● Sam Schwartz Consulting

Emeritus

●● Jennings Consulting, LLC 
 

●● John Webber

GHSA WELCOMES SEVERAL 
new Associate Members, which 
were recently approved by the 
Executive Board at its December 
and March meetings. If you know 
of others who would benefit from 
GHSA Associate Membership, 
please invite them to visit  
www.ghsa.org/html/about/
join.html.

Welcome New GHSA 
Associate Members!

Corporate

●● EnviroMedia

●● Daimler

●● Pandora

●● Vertisense

View all GHSA Associate Mem-
bers at http://www.ghsa.org/
html/about/assoc_members.
html.

www.ghsa.org
http://www.ghsa.org/html/about/join.html
http://www.ghsa.org/html/about/join.html
http://www.ghsa.org/html/about/assoc_members.html
http://www.ghsa.org/html/about/assoc_members.html
http://www.ghsa.org/html/about/assoc_members.html
http://www.ghsa.org/html/about/assoc_members.html
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Peers Influence  
Propensity to Text  
& Drive

WHEN IT COMES TO TEXTING 
and driving, friends can be either 
a good or bad influence. Ac-
cording to researchers at the 
University of Maryland School of 
Public Health, texting drivers are 
significantly more likely to text if 
they saw someone close to them 

text and drive. The finding was 
gleaned from a web-based sur-
vey of 861 college students, with 
more than half of them reporting 
they had texted while driving at 
least once in the past month.
 
“Texting drivers were more likely 
to engage in other risky driving 
behaviors, to perceive that tex-
ting and driving is less risky than 
it is, and to feel more immune 
to traffic risks in general,” said 

the lead researcher, Dr. Kenneth 
Beck. “Their friends were also 
more likely to text and drive.” 
Even after accounting for a 
variety of risky driving behaviors 
such as speeding and driving ag-
gressively, and the perceived risk 
of receiving a ticket or crashing, 
peer influence remained strong.

The researchers pointed to the 
need for a traffic safety cam-
paign addressing the social 
influences on risky behavior. 
Campaigns such as Friends 
Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk 
have successfully utilized this 
approach to prevent drinking and 
driving, prompting the research-
ers to call for a Friends Don’t Let 
Friends Text and Drive initiative.

The research is published 
in the journal, Transportation 
Research Part F: Traffic Psy-
chology and Behavior. View the 
abstract at www.sciencedirect.
com/science/article/pii/
S1369847815002090.

National DRE Conference Slated for August in Denver

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR THE 22ND IACP TRAINING CONFERENCE ON DRUGS, ALCOHOL, 
and Impaired Driving in Denver, Colorado from August 13-15, 2016. Every year, the IACP DRE Section 
hosts the nation’s largest gathering of drug recognition experts and other professionals who come to-
gether to learn about and discuss the latest developments in the drug recognition field.

Register for the conference, view the schedule, and book lodging at www.theiacp.org/DREconference.

Texting 
drivers were 

more likely 
to engage 

in other 
risky driving 

behaviors.
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APR. 1-3

Lifesavers National Conference  
on Highway Safety Priorities 
Long Beach, Calif. 
lifesaversconference.org

 
APR. 8-13

National Distracted Driving  
Enforcement Campaign
www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov

MAY

Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month
Bicycle Safety Month
www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov

MAY 23 – JUNE 5

National Seat Belt Enforcement Mobilization
www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov 
 

 
SAVE THE DATES!
AUG. 27 – 31

GHSA Annual Meeting 
Seattle, Washington 
www.ghsa.org
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