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Story continues on page 2

The Driver Alcohol Detection System for Safety 
(DADSS) team exhibited a prototype car featuring 
both breath- and touch-based systems designed to 
eliminate drunk driving.

GHSA’s leadership team for 2016-2017. Left to right: 
Treasurer Lee Axdahl (South Dakota); Vice Chair Harris 
Blackwood (Georgia); Chair Jana Simpler (Delaware); 
Secretary Darrin Grondel (Washington); and Executive 
Director Jonathan Adkins.

NEARLY 600 HIGHWAY SAFETY 
professionals gathered in Seattle 
for GHSA’s 2016 Annual Meet-
ing, held Aug. 27–31 and hosted 
by the Washington Traffic Safety 
Commission. With a theme of 
Crossroads: The Intersection of 
Technology and Driver Behavior, 
general sessions focused on the 
ways in which rapidly advancing 
technologies pose both problems 
and solutions in highway safety.

Sunday, the State Highway 
Safety Offices elected GHSA’s 
Executive Board and discussed 
Association programs and 

partnerships for the upcoming 
year. That evening, a Welcome 
Reception took place in the 
Exhibit Hall, featuring impres-
sive displays from more than 50 
exhibitors and a prototype of the 
Driver Alcohol Detection Sys-
tems for Safety (DADSS) car. 

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) Adminis-
trator Mark Rosekind announced 
the final 2015 Fatality Analysis 
Reporting System (FARS) data 
at Monday’s opening general 
session, showing a 7.2 percent 
increase in roadway fatalities. 

Talking Technology 
and Driver Behavior in 
the Emerald City 
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2t1. Motivational speaker 
Jay Rifenbary encourages 
attendees to prioritize 
personal accountability to 
become better leaders, 
colleagues and partners.

2. GHSA commemorates 
its recent drowsy 
driving report with State 
Farm. Secretary Darrin 
Grondel presents State 
Farm’s Chris Mullen 
with framed cover art 
and a USA Today article 
in appreciation of the 
company’s support.

3. David A. Sleet, Ph.D., 
Associate Director 
for Science with the 
National Center for 
Injury Prevention and 
Control at the Centers 
for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), 
accepts the James J. 
Howard Highway Safety 
Trailblazer Award.

4. NBA legend Bill 
Walton reminds closing 
luncheon attendees to 
always get back up when 
life knocks you down.
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Talking Technology and Driver 
Behavior in the Emerald City
This news provided the backdrop 
for conversations on ways to 
reverse this trend, and New York 
Times journalist Matt Richtel en-
couraged attendees to consider 
technology’s future role in driver 
behavior. The National Road 
Safety Foundation welcomed 
attendees to the Emerald City at 
the afternoon’s luncheon, featur-
ing Washington State Senator 
Ann Rivers and motivational 
speaker Jay Rifenbary.

Tuesday’s General Session 
delved into the reality of au-
tonomous vehicles, consider-
ing the perspectives of auto 
manufacturers, the insurance 
industry and states. Ford Mo-
tor Company’s Wayne Bahr, 
State Farm®’s Chris Mullen and 
AAMVA’s Anne Ferro weighed 
in, with State Farm presenting 
new data on consumer opinions 
of self-driving technology.

That afternoon, GHSA honored 
its 2016 Highway Safety Award 
winners at a special luncheon, 
sponsored by the Foundation 
for Advancing Alcohol Respon-
sibility and featuring National 
Transportation Safety Board 
Vice Chairman The Honorable 
T. Bella Dinh-Zarr as a special 
guest speaker.

The meeting concluded 
Wednesday with a morning 
discussion on keeping law 
enforcement engaged and safe 
in a changing national environ-
ment and a luncheon featuring 
basketball legend Bill Walton 
aswell as a preview of the 2017 
meeting in Louisville.

www.ghsa.org
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211. AAMVA President 
& CEO Anne Ferro 
discusses the future of 
self-driving vehicles.

2. Betty Mercer 
accepts the Kathryn 
J.R. Swanson Public 
Service Award in 
recognition of her 
life-long dedication to 
helping states save 
lives.

3. GHSA’s 2016 
Highway Safety Award 
Winners (seated) along 
with their nominators; 
Harris Blackwood, 
master of ceremonies 
at the luncheon; Brandy 
Nannini, representing 
the luncheon sponsor, 
the Foundation for 
Advancing Alcohol 
Responsibility; and 
guest speaker The 
Honorable T. Bella 
Dinh-Zarr.

4. Attendees gathered 
at the Seattle Aquarium 
Tuesday evening for 
the Taste of the State 
Reception.

5. Chief John Batiste of 
the Washington State 
Patrol addresses the 
changing culture in law 
enforcement.

6. GHSA Executive 
Director Jonathan 
Adkins receives a 
Leadership Award from 
Ford Driving Skills for 
Life’s Jim Graham at 
Sunday’s Business 
Meeting. 

www.ghsa.org
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1. The Ford Driving 
Skills for Life team 
demonstrates their 
“drugged suit” 
impairment simulation 
technology to 
attendees.

2. Chair Jana Simpler 
tests out AT&T’s 
It Can Wait Virtual 
Reality distracted 
driving app, guided 
by Jennifer Smith of 
StopDistractions.org.

3. GHSA Board 
Member Bridget 
White (Arkansas) 
snaps a pic with the 
Seattle Mariners’ 
mascot at the Alliance 
Highway Safety 
booth.

4. The Kentucky 
Office of Highway 
Safety gives 
attendees a preview of 
GHSA’s 2017 Annual 
Meeting in Louisville.

Thank you to the  
2016 Annual Meeting  
Sponsors and Exhibitors!

Sponsors/Partners
DIAMOND

AT&T
Ford Motor Company Fund/Ford Driving   
 Skills for Life
Foundation for Advancing Alcohol  
 Responsibility
State Farm®

PLATINUM

Michelin North America, Inc.
The National Road Safety Foundation, Inc.   
 (NRSF)
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.

GOLD

The National Association for Stock Car  
 Auto Racing, Inc. (NASCAR)
Nationwide
TrueMotion

SILVER

AAA
Mazda North American Operations
Uber
Xerox

BRONZE

ADEPT Driver
Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers
The Bosch Group
Cambridge Systematics, Inc.
Coalition of Ignition Interlock Manufacturers   
 (CIIM)
Farmers Insurance®

FCA US LLC
Kia Motors America
Mercer Consulting Group LLC
Pam Fischer Consulting
Smart Start
Westat

Exhibitors
Accident Support Services International, Ltd.
ADEPT Driver
Agate Software, Inc.
ALCOLOCK USA
Alere Toxicology
Alkermes
Alliance Highway Safety
AllOver Media
American Association of Motor Vehicle   
 Administrators
American Trucking Associations

Automotive Coalition for Traffic Safety   
 (ACTS)
B.R.A.K.E.S.
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention   
 (CDC)
CMI, Inc.
Coalition of Ignition Interlock Manufacturers   
 (CIIM)
Digital Ally, Inc.
Dräger Safety Diagnostics, Inc.
Evenflo
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration   
 (FMCSA)
Ford Driving Skills for Life
Foundation for Advancing Alcohol 
 Responsibility
Gas Station TV (GSTV)
GRACO Children’s Products, Inc.
Huddle, Inc.
IMMI® 
Impact Teen Drivers
Indian Highway Safety Program
Innocorp, Ltd. - Makers of Fatal Vision
Institute of Police Technology & Management 
Intoximeters, Inc.
Kentucky Office of Highway Safety
Lexipol, LLC
Life Changing Experiences
Lifeloc Technologies, Inc.
Motorcycle Safety Foundation
MPH Industries, Inc.
National Center for DWI Courts
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
National Judicial College
National Road Safety Foundation, Inc.
National Safety Council
North Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety   
 Program
PAS Systems International
PowerFlare Safety Beacons
Rider Resources.org
RU2 Systems, Inc.
SADD, Inc.
Save a Life Tour
Smart Start
Stalker Radar
StopDistractions.org
The Network for Employers for Traffic Safety
Think Fast Interactive
Traffic Injury Research Foundation (TIRF)
Transportation Safety Institute
TrueMotion

1
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Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

THE GHSA ANNUAL MEETING IS 
a transition from summer plan-
ning into the fall sprint, and this 
year is no exception. Our 2016 
Annual Meeting in Seattle fea-
tured a brilliant array of mem-
bers, partners and researchers 
sharing their work and learning 
from each other, gathering new 
ideas to take back to their home 
states. I want to thank the Annual 
Meeting Planning Committee for 
putting together an interesting 
and valuable program, and the 
Washington Traffic Safety Com-
mission for all their hard work to 
make the meeting happen.

The biggest news to come out 
of our meeting was NHTSA Ad-
ministrator Mark Rosekind’s re-
lease of the agency’s final 2015 
fatality data during our opening 
general session. Traffic fatali-
ties increased 7.2 percent, the 
largest percentage increase in 
50 years (see story, p. 6). This 
should be a wake-up call for 
everyone in the highway safety 
community. We should continue 
to implement the countermea-
sures that work, but we need to 
get creative. In a Town Hall with 
GHSA members at our business 
meeting, Dr. Rosekind reiterated 
NHTSA’s support for innovative 
efforts by the states.

As we move into the fall, the 
GHSA Federal Relations Com-

mittee (FRC) is tackling the 
interim final rule (IFR) for imple-
menting state highway safety 
grant programs under the FAST 
Act. There was a lot of con-
versation about the IFR at the 
annual meeting, with particular 
concerns being voiced around 
grants management, project-
level reporting, the expansion 
of reporting for evidence-based 
enforcement plans and changes 
to Section 405 grant application 
requirements. 

The FRC is putting together 
GHSA’s comments on the IFR to 
submit to NHTSA and distribute 
to states by the end of Septem-
ber. I encourage all states to 
either write a letter to support 
GHSA’s comments or provide 
your own comments on areas 
of particular importance to your 
state. As Dr. Rosekind said in 
our Town Hall, “silence denotes 
agreement” – it is critical that all 
the states’ voices are heard in 
this process.

Innovative ideas can often come 
from the strong private sector 
partnerships that help provide 
resources for the Association 
and our members. Our long-term 
partnership with the Ford Motor 
Company Fund has been extend-
ed through 2018. This October, 
we will release a Ford-funded re-
port on teen drivers that includes 

highlights from a wide variety of 
state programs that are working 
to impact teen driver safety. 

GHSA’s State Farm-funded 
drowsy driving report was 
released on August 8, generat-
ing significant media attention 
and much discussion. We held a 
webinar in conjunction with the 
release and Dr. Rosekind partici-
pated on a well-attended panel 
on the topic at our annual meet-
ing. If you missed our webinar, 
we have posted the recording 
on our website at http://www.
ghsa.org/html/publications/
sfdrowsy.html. 

Fall isn’t just a busy time for 
GHSA – it is jam-packed for our 
members as well. For those of 
you who joined us in Seattle, I 
hope you found the inspiration 
and energy you need to carry you 
through. And for those who were 
unable to make it this year, I hope 
to see you at our 2017 Annual 
Meeting in Louisville, Kentucky!

GHSA welcomes the following new Associate Members:  
Dave Beach, SKIDCAR SYSTEM, Inc., and DHM Research.

For information on becoming an Associate Member or to join GHSA, visit 
www.ghsa.org/html/about/join.html

www.ghsa.org
http://www.ghsa.org/html/publications/sfdrowsy.html
http://www.ghsa.org/html/publications/sfdrowsy.html
http://www.ghsa.org/html/publications/sfdrowsy.html
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From 
Washington

Data Show Increase 
in Fatalities

AT THE 2016 GHSA ANNUAL 
Meeting, NHTSA Administrator 
Mark Rosekind shared a disap-
pointing piece of news: 35,092 
people were killed in motor 
vehicle crashes in 2015. This is 
an increase of 7.2% from 2014. 
Even more distressing, this is the 
largest year-to-year increase in 
50 years. 

After years of declining fa-
talities, it is sad to see any 
increase, but we are still well 
below the 40,000 fatalities a 
year that the nation was seeing 
a decade ago. When the U.S. 
Department of Transportation 
and the State and Community 
Highway Safety Grant Program 
(Section 402) were created 50 
years ago, more than 50,000 
lives were being lost on our 
roadways each year. While any 
loss of life is unacceptable, the 
nation has come a long way in 
recent years, and we need to 

strive for even greater progress 
going forward.

But this may take some time. 
Recent data from the National 
Safety Council indicates that 
2016 could see even more 
fatalities. The data for the first six 
months of 2016 show that fatali-
ties are up 9 percent compared 
to the first six months of 2015. 
While these estimates may fluc-
tuate, they indicate that 2016 will 
likely bring tragedy and heart-
break to even more families. 

We know that strong laws 
coupled with highly-visible law en-
forcement and robust public edu-
cation campaigns will help to save 
lives. During the Annual Meet-
ing, many conversations both in 
workshops and hallways revolved 
around staying focused on what 
we already know. Highway safety 
stakeholders need to continue 
to work together to find the right 
combination of enforcement, edu-
cation and engineering to reduce 
fatalities on our roadways.

Additional Input  
Sought on MMUCC 
Revisions

A PANEL OF EXPERTS CON-
vened by GHSA and NHTSA are 
continuing to work on revisions 
to the Model Minimum Uniform 
Crash Criteria (MMUCC), with 
an eye toward the publication of 
the 5th edition of the voluntary 
guidelines in 2017. 

Earlier this year, an online forum 
was created to capture state and 
public comments on proposed 
revisions to MMUCC. The col-
lected comments were reviewed 
and considered at a meeting of 
the expert panel in Washington, 
D.C. in late July. At that meet-
ing, many of the proposals were 
accepted, but a number of issues 
for further consideration were 
also raised. These issues include 
changes to new subsections 
approved at the July meeting, 
additional details and elements in 
the crash data elements section, 
changes to a number of person 
and vehicle data elements and 
language for a new data element 
for automated vehicles.

GHSA and NHTSA are creating 
a second online forum to gather 
feedback on the additional 
proposals being considered. The 
online forum, which will be avail-
able at https://fs8.formsite.
com/ghsa/mmuccforum2/
index.html, will open September 
16 and close on October 7. Com-
ments provided in this forum will 
be reviewed at a second meet-
ing of the expert panel in late 
October. 

www.ghsa.org
https://www.transportation.gov/fastlane/2015-traffic-fatalities-data-has-just-been-released-call-action-download-and-analyze
https://www.transportation.gov/fastlane/2015-traffic-fatalities-data-has-just-been-released-call-action-download-and-analyze
https://www.transportation.gov/fastlane/2015-traffic-fatalities-data-has-just-been-released-call-action-download-and-analyze
http://www.nsc.org/Connect/NSCNewsReleases/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=134
http://www.nsc.org/Connect/NSCNewsReleases/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=134
https://fs8.formsite.com/ghsa/mmuccforum2/index.html
https://fs8.formsite.com/ghsa/mmuccforum2/index.html
https://fs8.formsite.com/ghsa/mmuccforum2/index.html
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from our 
perspective

Stephen Andrle

The SHRP 2 Naturalistic 
Driving Study Database 

by Stephen Andrle and David Plazak

THE TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH BOARD (TRB) 
completed data collection for the Naturalistic Driv-
ing Study (NDS) in March 2015 and since then has 
been making the data available to researchers. The 
NDS was part of the second Strategic Highway Re-
search Program (SHRP 2), which was conducted 
under a cooperative agreement with the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA).     

The central goal of the NDS was to produce data to 
study the role of driver performance and behavior 
in traffic safety and the interaction between drivers 
and the roadway environment. 

The NDS collected data from more than 3,500 
volunteer passenger vehicle drivers, ages 16 to 98, 
in six states during a three-year period. Data items 
include vehicle speed, acceleration, and braking; 
vehicle controls, when available; lane position; 
forward radar; and video views forward, to the rear, 
and on the driver’s face and hands. The NDS data 
file contains approximately 35 million vehicle miles, 
5.4 million trips, 2,705 near-crashes, 1,541 crashes, 
and more than 1 million hours of video.

The companion Roadway Information Database 
(RID) contains detailed roadway data collected on 
12,538 centerline miles of roads frequently driven 
by NDS participants; approximately 200,000 miles 
of data from the roadway inventories of the six study 
states; and additional data on crash histories, traffic 
and weather, work zones, and ongoing safety cam-
paigns in the study sites. The NDS and RID data can 
be linked so that driving behavior and outcomes can 
be associated with the roadway environment. 

More than 150 users are now conducting research 
with NDS data sets. The FHWA and AASHTO’s 
“Concept to Countermeasure” program is sponsor-
ing 20 projects by state departments of transpor-
tation. Other users are from auto manufacturers, 

David Plazak

insurance companies, research companies, and 
universities. Research results are just starting to be 
published; TRB received 37 Annual Meeting papers 
this year that utilize SHRP 2 NDS data.

Researchers seeking access to the data should 
start with the InSight website (https://insight.
shrp2nds.us/ ). This website, hosted by Virginia 
Tech University, contains a data dictionary, de-
mographics of the volunteer drivers, summaries 
of variables, a training dataset that allows users 
to get a feel for the data and links to a Person-
ally Identifiable Information (PII) training module. 
The website also contains contact information for 
Virginia Tech NDS staff. For a custom analysis of 
the researcher’s choosing, a licensed, “InDepth” 
dataset may be needed, which can be obtained in 
cooperation with NDS staff. Some of the topics 
already being investigated include driver behavior 
on curves, offset left turn lanes, driver distraction, 
speeding and fatigue. 

The NDS data set is the most comprehensive 
resource available for research involving driver 
behavior. Ultimately, the point is to develop coun-
termeasures that save lives and reduce the cost to 
society of crashes 

Contact Stephen Andrle (sandrle@nas.edu) or 
David Plazak (dplazak@nas.edu) at TRB for 
more information. 

Schematic of the in-vehicle data acquisition system 
used for the NDS. 

DIAGRAM COURTESY OF THE TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH BOARD.

www.ghsa.org
https://insight.shrp2nds.us
https://insight.shrp2nds.us
mailto:sandrle@nas.edu
mailto:dplazak@nas.edu
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State of 
the States
Colorado Launches 
Creative Campaigns

OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS, 
the Colorado Department of Trans-
portation (CDOT) has launched 
creative campaigns surrounding 
four major highway safety issues: 
drugged driving, distraction, seat-
belts, and alcohol impairment. 

Drugged Driving. In the face 
of data showing 55 percent of 
marijuana users in Colorado 
reported having driven high in the 
previous 30 days, CDOT added 
a visual twist to its anti-drugged 
driving message, with a 28 foot-
tall, three-dimensional billboard in 
Denver of a totaled car resem-

bling a marijuana joint. The head-
line for the campaign: “Hits Lead 
to Hits, Don’t Drive High.”

Distraction. Colorado saw more 
than 15,000 crashes caused 
by distraction last year. Playing 
off the concept that drivers are 
addicted to their phones, CDOT 
ran a campaign entitled Killer 
Habit. Watch the video here: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cODh6uDjXP4.

Back Seat Belt Usage. As vari-
ous forms of ride sharing grow in 
popularity, it is crucial to get back 
seat passengers to start buckling 
up. Recognizing this, CDOT part-
nered with Denver Yellow Cab 
to bring the issue front and cen-

ter, placing 20 toppers on taxis 
in the city to remind passengers 
of the dangers of forgetting their 
seatbelts. This comes as part of 
the Department’s “Beware of the 
Beltless” campaign which was 
launched this year.

Spanish-Language PSA. Fi-
nally, CDOT worked to target the 
increasing number of Hispanics 
dying in car crashes in Colorado 
each year with a Spanish-lan-
guage impaired driving PSA. 
“La última y nos vamos” (rough 
translation: “one for the road”) 
reinforces the importance of 
appointing a designated driver, 
not driving impaired and inter-
vening to prevent others from 
drunk driving. 

South Carolina 
Emoji-fies Sober or 
Slammer Campaign

IT’S A SIMPLE EQUATION: 
drinking plus driving equals a trip 
to jail. With just three emojis, the 
South Carolina Department of 

Public Safety (SCDPS) is putting 
an innovative spin on their Sober 
or Slammer campaign. Billboards 
with emoticons have gone up in 
the state to convey the message 
that drunk drivers will face con-
sequences for their actions.

The idea was inspired by South 
Carolina Highway Patrol Ser-
geant Bob Beres, who has 
become a local celebrity on Twit-
ter. Sgt. Beres frequently uses 
emojis to reach his audience. The 
success of these efforts led to 
the new campaign’s implementa-
tion, which will also include emoji 
safety messages printed on high 
school sporting event tickets this 
school year.

SCDPS views the use of emojis 
as a way to reach out across de-
mographics. While this effort not 

only helps to make a new gen-
eration of drivers more aware of 
highway safety, it also can cross 
language barriers. Furthermore, 
the novelty and visual impact 
makes viewers stop and think 
about the icons’ meaning. Colo-
nel Mike Oliver told the Fort Mill 
Times, “I think people notice the 
[message] because it takes a 
little longer to figure it out and it 
keeps them on the message.” 

This is one innovative example of 
how the highway safety com-
munity can use technology and 
social media trends to help widen 
the impact of traffic safety mes-
saging. 

For more info, visit http://www.
heraldonline.com/news/local/
community/fort-mill-times/
article92376062.html.

www.ghsa.org
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OCTOBER 3-7

Drive Safely Work WeekTM

This year’s campaign theme is Drowsy, Distracted or 
Focused — Your Decisions Drive Your Safety, which 
highlights risky driving behaviors and important 
countermeasures. DSWW is an annual campaign 
created by the Network of Employers for Traffic 
Safety (NETS). A campaign toolkit is available at 
www.trafficsafety.org/dsww.

OCTOBER 16-22

National Teen Driver Safety Week
www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov

OCTOBER 19

National LEL Program Webinar: Impaired Driving 
Enforcement: The 2016 Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over Holiday Campaign
bit.ly/2016dsogpo

OCTOBER 24

TRB Webinar: Improving Rear Seat Passenger 
Safety: Challenges and Strategies
www.trb.org/Calendar/Blurbs/174860.aspx 

www.ghsa.org
www.ghsa.org
https://twitter.com/GHSAHQ
http://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov
http://www.trb.org/Calendar/Blurbs/174860.aspx
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