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Story continues on page 2

ON JULY 30, JOHN SAUNDERS, GHSA’S REGIONAL 
3 Representative and former Vice Chair, was es-
corted into a hearing room in Russell Senate Office 
Building in Washington, D.C.  

Outside, however, the D.C. streets, like many city 
streets, were mostly empty, and the few in the room 
were masked and physically distanced. During this 
unprecedented public health crisis, the U.S. Senate 
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Before Congress; 
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Above: GHSA’s 
Regional 3 
Representative, 
John Saunders, 
testifies before 
Congress.
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Subcommittee on Transportation 
and Safety convened a hearing to 
consider another stubborn safety 
threat – motor vehicle crashes – 
and the future of federal highway 
safety grant programs. 

Saunders, long-time GHSA Board 
Member and Director of Highway 

GHSA Testifies  
Before Congress; 
Reauthorization Continues

Safety for the Virginia Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles, presented 
GHSA’s recommendations to 
modernize the grant programs ad-
ministered by the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, 
remove administrative burdens, 
and better empower states to 
save lives on our roads. 

Saunders also presented GHSA’s 
response to the five-year reautho-
rization proposal passed by the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 
GHSA worked with policymak-
ers and highway safety partners 
to ensure the Moving Forward 
Act would make constructive 
changes to NHTSA’s grant rules, 
including securing some last-min-
ute amendments to the bill before 
the final House vote. Saunders, 
however, urged the Senate to in-
corporate additional reforms and 
address outstanding concerns 
that could limit the implementa-
tion of lifesaving programs. 

The current federal authoriza-
tion, the FAST Act, expires on 
September 30. Unfortunately, 
competing priorities, such as 
the pandemic and the upcoming 
federal election, make it unlikely 
Congress will finalize a new re-
authorization before the deadline. 
Instead, Congress is nearing a 
deal for a one-year extension of 
the FAST Act, with its current 
rules and funding levels, until 
September 30, 2021. GHSA will 
continue to advocate on behalf 
of the states and strengthen 
relationships with key federal 
policymakers as reauthorization 
discussions continue. 

	● Adult Driver Services/ 
Driver Safety Consultants, Inc.

	● Cognivue

	● Cohen & Marzban

GHSA 
Welcomes 
New
Associate 
Members 

Thank you for your support of GHSA!

The GHSA Board recently approved five new Associate Members: 

	● David I. Fuchs, Injury  
& Accident Lawyer, P.A.

	● Ometry

Saunders 
presented GHSA’s 
recommendations to 
modernize NHTSA 
grant programs, 
remove administrative 
burdens and better 
empower states 
to save lives on 
our roads. 
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Report from the
Executive Director

Jonathan Adkins
Executive Director

I HOPE YOU ARE SAFE AND 
HEALTHY as the COVID-19 
pandemic continues. Like all our 
members, GHSA is recalibrating 
during this challenging time to 
ensure we remain focused on 
addressing safety on our nation’s 
roadways.  
 
Earlier this summer, GHSA part-
nered with Responsibility.
org to award $245,000 to states 
to stop high-risk impaired driv-
ing and will soon be awarding 
grants to states, in collaboration 
with Lyft, to combat impaired 
driving during the 2020 holiday 
season. GHSA also recently 
released a new report on micro-
mobility, funded by State Farm®, 
that explores six challenges and 
the role State Highway Safety 
Offices and partners can play to 
address them. As more people 
return to the road, GHSA joined 
with Uber, MADD, the National 
Safety Council and the League 
of American Bicyclists to develop 
safety tips for both rideshare driv-
ers and all road users. GHSA also 
has been actively pushing for 
the next federal transportation 
reauthorization, which includ-
ed testifying before Congress to 
advance key safety and regula-
tory issues (see cover story). 

For GHSA, the most visible 
impact of the pandemic has been 
the cancellation of our in-person 
2020 Annual Meeting. Thanks 
to the generous support of our 
2020 Highway Safety Cham-
pions (see pg. 5 for a full list-
ing), we were able to conduct a 
series of virtual webinars through-
out the summer. If you missed any 

of the webinars, which covered 
the pandemic’s impact on 
highway safety, speeding, drug-
impaired driving and micromobil-
ity, I encourage you to check out 
the recordings and supplemental 
materials on the GHSA website.

We also provided state mem-
bers the opportunity to partici-
pate in a virtual orientation, as 
well as the annual Business 
Meeting (learn about GHSA’s 
new officers on pg. 4), a NHTSA 
Town Hall, and the annual Fed-
eral Relations Training.
 
During the Business Meet-
ing, members adopted a new 
GHSA Strategic Business 
Plan to guide the future direction 
of the Association. The plan ad-
dresses four priority areas: 

	● Modernize GHSA’s organi-
zational structure to deliver 
high quality, timely informa-
tion and member support to 
SHSOs. 

	● Cultivate and strengthen 
federal relations and mem-

ber participation in national 
policy. 

	● Expand learning and en-
gagement opportunities for 
all members. 

	● Enhance partner relation-
ships to improve engage-
ment and increase financial 
support. 

 
Lastly, I am pleased to an-
nounce the addition 
of two new GHSA staff mem-
bers. Nana Pinkrah joined us 
in July as Finance & Operations 
Coordinator, while Kerry Chaus-
mer, formerly with Safe Kids 
Worldwide, is the new Director 
of Programs & Member Ser-
vices and will officially be on 
board next month. I hope you will 
have the opportunity to meet and 
work with our growing team in 
the months to come.

Thanks to the 
generous support 

of our 2020 
Highway Safety 

Champions 
we were able 
to conduct a 

series of virtual 
webinars 

throughout 
the summer.

The 2020 GHSA Business Meeting via Zoom.
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https://www.ghsa.org/events/Annual-Meetings/2020
https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2020-09/GHSA_SBP_2020-2022_complete.pdf
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https://www.ghsa.org/about/bio-Pinkrah


4Governors Highway Safety Association  |  660 North Capitol Street NW |  Suite 220  |  Washington, DC 20001-1642
(p) 202.789.0942  |   www.ghsa.org  |                    | September 2020 Issue

in Highway Safety
Directions

Contents

From 
Washington

New Leadership 
for GHSA
THE FULL GHSA STATE MEMBERSHIP ELECTED 
their new officers at the recent Business Meeting, 
held virtually on August 31. New York Governor’s 
Traffic Safety Committee Assistant Commissioner 
Chuck DeWeese was selected to serve as the 
Association’s Chair. DeWeese has been active with 
GHSA for many years, leading both the Federal Re-
lations and Annual Meeting Planning Committees 
and serving as Region 2 Representative.

Members elected Barbara L. Rooney, California 
Office of Traffic Safety Director, to the position of 
GHSA Vice Chair. She also serves as Chair of the 
Association’s Federal Relations Committee, Re-
gional Representative for Region 9, and previously 
chaired the Workforce Development Committee. 
Rooney was appointed to her California OTS Direc-

tor position in 2019, but prior to that she had nearly 
three decades of experience in state government.

Lauren Stewart, Director of the Maine Department 
of Public Safety’s Bureau of Highway Safety, was 
re-elected to her third term as Secretary of GHSA. 
Stewart has held many volunteer positions with 
GHSA, including Regional Representative for Region 
1, Chair of the Nominations Committee, and member 
of the Finance, Research, and Annual Meeting Com-
mittees. In addition to serving as Secretary, she also 
leads GHSA’s Board Development Task Force.

Rounding out the officer positions is newly elected 
Treasurer Michael Hanson, Director of the Minne-
sota Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic 
Safety (OTS). Prior to his appointment as OTS Di-
rector  in 2017, he served with the Minnesota State 
Patrol for 33 years retiring with the rank of Captain. 

All four officers will serve a one-year term.

GHSA state 
membership 
elected their 
new officers 
at the recent 

Business 
Meeting, held 

virtually on 
August 31.

Save the Date! Lifesavers Online 2021

DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC, THE 2021 NATIONAL LIFE-
savers Conference on Highway Safety Priorities, scheduled for April 
25-27 in Long Beach, California, will be held entirely online next year.

Organization-wide travel restrictions, coupled with state and local 
bans on large group meetings in California led the Lifesavers Board 
and Planning Committee to make this difficult decision. More informa-
tion is available at lifesaversconference.org. 

Left to right: Newly elected GHSA Chair, Chuck DeWeese; GHSA Vice Chair Barbara L. Rooney; Secretary of GHSA, 
Lauren Stewart and Treasurer Michael Hanson.

www.ghsa.org
https://twitter.com/GHSAHQ
https://www.facebook.com/GHSAhq/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/governors-highway-safety-association/
http://lifesaversconference.org
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From 
Washington

“We had to 
really examine 
what to do and 

how to be an 
asset to the 

state agencies 
and find new 

ways to reach 
people.”

TWENTY-TWO ORGANIZATIONS have graciously maintained their financial support of the association 
this year, despite the cancellation of the 2020 Annual Meeting. GHSA is grateful for their partnership 
and commitment to traffic safety! 

Safety Messaging in  
the Age of COVID

THE PANDEMIC HAS LED ONE GHSA PARTNER 
to get creative in engaging with the traveling 
public. Alliance Highway Safety (Alliance) got their 
start in sports marketing. With many traditional 
sports venues closed, and fewer fans attending 
events, Alliance had to pivot to a new way of doing 
business. As Alliance Partner Chris Snyder notes, 
“We had to really examine what to do and how to 
be an asset to the state agencies and find new 
ways to reach people.”

For their in-person events, Alliance has adapted 
to the new normal by wearing face masks, enforc-
ing social distancing and sanitizing all surfaces. In 
cases where states weren’t able to use their funds 
as planned, Alliance is finding new avenues. In one 
state, they produced and distributed vinyl banners 
to local law enforcement agencies, disseminating 
traffic safety messages while providing resources 
to local police departments. Alliance also began 
working with child care centers to educate caregiv-

ers on child passenger safety and how and where 
to get their child seats inspected. 

Alliance is also doing more with digital advertising 
since people are spending more and more time on 
screens during the pandemic. They have even cre-
ated some online video game tournaments for high 
school students that include safety messaging. 

Alliance 
Highway 
Safety 
sanitizes 
tablet screens 
during a recent 
safety event.

2020 Highway Safety Champions

www.ghsa.org
https://twitter.com/GHSAHQ
https://www.facebook.com/GHSAhq/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/governors-highway-safety-association/
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from our 
perspective
DADSS Field Operation  
Trial Opportunities
Rob Strassburger
President & CEO
Automotive Coalition for Traffic Safety

THE AUTOMOTIVE COALITION FOR TRAFFIC SAFETY’S DRIVER AL-
cohol Detection System for Safety (DADSS) program is develop-
ing technologies to help eliminate drunk driving and the associated 
crashes, deaths, injuries and family grief.

The DADSS alcohol detection technology will determine when a driv-
er is impaired with a blood alcohol concentration at or above 0.08% 
and prevent the car from moving. Two vehicle-integrated technologies 
are being developed: a breath system that measures a driver’s BAC 
from naturally exhaled breath, and a touch system that measures 
a driver’s BAC from the momentary touch of a vehicle control in 
which the sensor is embedded. These technologies are intended to 
be seamless with the driving task, non-intrusive, accurate, fast and 
require little to no maintenance. In 2017, Virginia was the first state 
to join DADSS  launching the Driven to Protect Initiative. Maryland 
followed in 2019.

Development of the breath technology has progressed significantly 
and is now being road tested in uncontrolled, naturalistic operating 
environments. The DADSS program welcomes the opportunity to 
partner with state fleets and/or private fleet organizations for trial 
deployment of this technology. State partners may be eligible to use 
NHTSA grant funds to sponsor DADSS research projects.

To explore how to become a DADSS deployment partner, contact 
rstrassb@actsautosafety.org.

DADSS is 
developing 

technologies to 
help eliminate 
drunk driving.

Left and center: Virginia 
Governor Ralph Northam 

and Secretary of 
Transportation Shannon 

Valentine at the Driven to 
Protect launch event.   

 
Right: Maryland Governor 

Larry Hogan, MDOT 
MVA Administrator and 

Governor’s Representative 
for Highway Safety 
Christine Nizer and 
former Secretary of 

Transportation Pete Rahn 
at the 2019 Maryland 

Association of Counties 
event in Ocean City.

www.ghsa.org
https://twitter.com/GHSAHQ
https://www.facebook.com/GHSAhq/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/governors-highway-safety-association/
http://www.dadss.org/
http://www.dadss.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vddF6HjKrZY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vddF6HjKrZY
mailto:rstrassb@actsautosafety.org
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?DID YOU 
KNOW

Associate Member 
Profile: Cruise

CRUISE IS THE FIRST SELF-
driving company to power an 
all-electric fleet with 100% 
renewable energy. The San 
Francisco-based entity was 
founded in 2013 on the belief that 
its self-driving vehicles can save 
millions of lives, reshape our cit-
ies, reduce carbon emissions and 
increase access to transportation 
for millions when deployed at 
scale. The right way to build this 
future, Cruise contends, is to do it 
side by side with the community.

Since April 2020, Cruise has  
dedicated its fleet to support  
COVID-19 relief efforts by part-
nering with local food banks to 
deliver more than 50,000 meals 
and groceries to vulnerable 
households across San Francisco. 

“Cruise is proud to be a GHSA 
Associate Member…and shares 
GHSA’s deep commitment to 
moving towards zero death on 
U.S. roadways,” said Cruise Vice 
President of Global Affairs Rob 
Grant. “We look forward to part-
nering with GHSA to advance 
safety on our nation’s roadways 
and make this shared vision 
a reality.”

GHSA thanks Cruise for its part-
nership. Visit getcruise.com to 
learn more.

Ride Sharing Companies Adapt to Pandemic

IN RESPONSE TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC, RIDE SHARING 
companies and GHSA partners Lyft and Uber are taking extra steps 
to keep drivers and riders safe.

Lyft launched its Health Safety Program, based on CDC guidelines, 
earlier this year. Free vehicle partitions were distributed to 60,000 
drivers across 30 regions, and PPE, cleaning supplies and face 
masks were provided to drivers across the U.S.

Uber established a “second first trip” initiative to help riders know 
what to expect when ordering an Uber as cities and states gradually 
reopened after the initial lockdowns. Drivers must confirm they have 
taken certain safety measures and are wearing a mask or face cover. 
Like Lyft, Uber has also purchased personal hygiene items for its 
drivers and couriers around the world.

The pandemic has raised concerns that individuals may choose to drive 
while impaired rather than risk contracting COVID in ride share vehi-
cles. Traffic safety professionals can remind the public that despite the 
pandemic, it is still safer to opt for ride share rather than getting behind 
the wheel after drinking or using another impairing substance. GHSA’s 
state grant program with Lyft is also a great opportunity for State High-
way Safety Offices to help amplify this message. 

Both Lyft and Uber continue to adapt their safety efforts to comply 
with federal, state and local guidelines, and GHSA is thankful for their 
ongoing partnership and commitment to safety.

Since April 
2020, Cruise 

has delivered 
more than 

50,000 meals 
and groceries 
to vulnerable 

households 
across San 
Francisco. 
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SEPT. 29 – OCT. 1

National Summit on Rural Road Safety 
http://bit.ly/2020rural 

OCT. 19 | 12:00 P.M. EASTERN

NETS SHSO Employer Road Safety Portal 
Workshop 
http://bit.ly/nets_shso_2020

OCT. 18 – 24

National Teen Driver Safety Week 
http://bit.ly/ntdsw2020

DEC. 7-8

GHSA Executive Board Meeting 
Online
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